
AQUINAS MAGAZINE ~ FALL 2005
4

A common refrain spoken by
friends of Grace Hauenstein is
that she is one of the finest
women in West Michigan, a
model for women and men
alike in the way she’s lived her
life for the past 93 years.
Gracious, thoughtful, considerate,
generous to a fault, for decades
she has quietly gone about fulfilling
her many roles as student, nurse,
wife, mother and Catholic leader.

“I’ve never heard her say a bad
word about anyone,” says her
husband of 73 years, Ralph
Hauenstein, whose lead gift to
the Aquinas College Library
project has resulted in the 
creation of the Grace
Hauenstein Library. “She’s
always been involved in Catholic
endeavors and is all that a
Catholic woman should be.”

A native of Big Rapids, Michigan,
Grace graduated from the 
nursing education program of
Saint Mary’s Hospital (the 
precursor of the current Aquinas

College—University of Detroit
Mercy—Saint Mary’s Health
Center baccalaureate degree 
program). She worked as a nurse
at Saint Mary’s for about two
years when she married Ralph,
then a young reporter for The
Grand Rapids Press. “He was my
first boyfriend and I was his first
girlfriend,” Grace says, to which
Ralph replies “We were just out of
the cradle, what do you expect?”

When World War II began, the
Hauensteins faced the most 
difficult challenge of their mar-
ried life. Ralph was a colonel in
the U.S. Army and was appointed
Chief of the Intelligence Branch
(G-2) at the headquarters of the
European Theatre of Operations.
For nearly four years, Ralph’s
top-secret work prevented him
from communicating with Grace,
save for an episodic letter. “It was
very hard for her, having to raise
three small children by herself
and not being able to know
where I was, much less if I was
all right,” Ralph recalls; “It was a

great sacrifice.” “I didn’t worry
too much,” Grace states, “I knew
God was watching over Ralph’s
shoulder every day.”

After the war, the Hauensteins
devoted their attention to their
family, the church and civic life
in Grand Rapids as Ralph was
developing his multifaceted
business interests. An active
parishioner at St. Stephen’s 
for over 60 years, Grace first
assumed her Catholic leadership
role by organizing study clubs in
the parish, a major undertaking
in U.S. Catholic parish life in
the 40’s and 50’s. She was later
president of the Grand Rapids
Council of Catholic Women, an
organization whose purpose is
to bring women together to
share their faith, grow spiritually
and unite in performing works
of charity in the community and
the world. She is also a Lady
Commander of the Knights of
the Holy Sepulcher, an interna-
tional organization with roots in
the Crusades whose purpose is
to serve the Catholic Church in
the Holy Land. Her work in
these areas led to her appoint-
ment as a member of the Papal
Foundation.

Grace has also been a long-time
friend and supporter of Aquinas
College. In addition to number-
ing Aquinas graduates among
her children and grandchildren,
Grace was President of the
Friends of the Aquinas College
Library and continues to place
the library among her priorities.
The entire Aquinas College
community is privileged to
honor her in perpetuity with the
Grace Hauenstein Library.
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President’s Message
Harry J Knopke, Ph.D.

This issue of Aquinas magazine highlights two different yet very important connections with the rest of the
world that we maintain at the college: our library and our international programs.

As with any good college or university library, ours serves to connect the Aquinas community with the world of
ideas. For decades it has done so principally through use of traditional paper resources, such as books, periodicals,
and reference materials. In recent years, the technological advances that have become integral parts of library sci-
ence have generated a different kind of library, one employing internet-based resources involving search engines and
electronic databases that provide instant connection with the rest of the world. This contemporary library is a far
cry from the library of my childhood, one that featured a monthly stop by a bookmobile not far from our farm.

While the library needs of the College community have outgrown the second floor of the Academic Building,
and with them the kinds of accommodations necessary to meet those needs, one constant over time at Aquinas
has been the competent, supportive library staff willing and able to help all patrons resolve their information
needs quickly and effectively. When they move into the Grace Hauenstein Library featured in the following
pages, I’m quite confident their use of the new facility’s expansive print and electronic resources will enable
them to provide exceptional services to members of both the campus and the broader communities.

The library enables our students and the rest of the Aquinas community to make connections with the rest of
the world while staying in Grand Rapids. At the same time, our international programs, described on pp. 8-12,
offer opportunities for our students to travel to other places in the world to engage in intensive, on-site connec-
tions with other cultures and languages. Based on the same kinds of principles that have underscored our 
long-standing and highly regarded Ireland program, the semester-long immersion experiences in Costa Rica,
Spain, France, Germany and Japan give our students challenging yet highly rewarding opportunities to learn 
first-hand about other cultures by living and working daily with individuals and families of the host countries.

You’ll see in the students’ recollections how these programs substantially broaden their understanding of their
own place in the world, create lasting relationships with people of different cultures and foster fluency in a 
language other than English. In this latter regard, our faculty’s goal is to help each student begin to think in the
language, rather than mentally translate to and from English as is frequently the case with foreign language
instruction and, ideally, to help them begin dreaming in the language, a sure sign that language facility is being
accomplished. It’s reaffirming to hear from scores of students returning from their semester abroad who report
they do indeed dream in the language they’ve chosen to study. It’s also gratifying to hear them characterize their
experiences as life-changing, an outcome repeated by each of the students describing our programs in this issue.

The connections made through the library with the world of ideas-classical, sacred and emerging-or those
accomplished through our international programs connecting with other peoples and languages, are all 
instrumental in helping our students develop the capacity to make all the difference in the world.
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