
 
 

FirstSearch 
 

FirstSearch is a collection of 33 databases that provide access to information on a wide variety of subject areas and 
includes some full text materials. It is available to Aquinas students, staff and faculty at: 
www.aquinas.edu/library/data.html. 
 
Off campus users: to access FirstSearch remotely, you must: 
• Follow the off campus access instructions available at  www.aquinas.edu/library/access.html before using 

databases. This web site will provide the instructions you need to access this resource off campus. 
• Use your name and ID number to authenticate you as an authorized user of this database 
 
About FirstSearch 
FirstSearch is a very flexible service that allows you to tailor your searches to your exact needs. It is made up of 16 
different subject specific modules that make selecting a database easier. You may search the databases individually or up 
to three at the same time. FirstSearch can also recommend which databases you should search, based on your topic. 
 
Basic Searching in FirstSearch 
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Advanced Searching in FirstSearch 
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Using the “Suggest Best Databases” Feature 
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ing Your Results 

mailing 
email a single record, a list of records (using the “mark records” feature), or an actual article, when available. Just 
he email button and fill in the form that appears. 

rinting 
email a single record, a list of records (using the “mark records” feature), or an actual article, when available. Just 
he FirstSearch print button, which changes the way the record or list of records or article is displayed. Then click 
owser “print” button to print out the record or list or full text article. Printouts are available at the circulation desk 
 10¢ per page.       
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