
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Handing on 
the Gospel:                        
The Lives of the 
Apostles
1:30pm – 3:30pm

Founding Brothers
1:30pm – 3:30pm

English Poets of 
the Nineteenth 
Century
9:30am – 11:30am

Behind the Scenes 
at the  Civic and 
Circle Theatres
1:30pm - 3:30pm

20th Century 
Grand Rapids in 
Words, Photos, and 
Films
1:30pm – 3:30pm

Exploring Ethnicity 
in America: A 
Brand New Book 
Club!
1:30pm – 3:30pm

Home Tonight: 
Further Reflections 
on the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son
1:30pm – 3:30pm 

Watercolor 
Landscape Painting
9:30am – 11:30am 

The Life and Music 
of Irving Berlin
9:30am – 11:30am

Tsars and 
Commissars:  A 
Look at Russian 
History
1:30pm – 3:30pm

Emeritus Book 
Seminar:  The Post 
American World by 
Fareed Zakaria
1:30pm – 3:30pm

Windows to 
the Web: A 
Computer Class for 
Beginners!
3:00pm – 5:00pm

Exploring Greek 
Culture
9:30am – 11:30am 

The Evolution 
of First Ladies 
Throughout 
American History
1:30pm – 3:30pm

World in Crisis: 
A Look at 
International 
Relations
7:00pm – 9:00pm

MEMBER CLASSES:

Sister Talk
1:30pm – 3:30pm
(September 18)

Understanding
Social Security
1:30pm – 3:30pm
(September 25)

Navigating
Through Stock
Market Volatility 
1:30pm – 3:30pm
(October 2)

Spirituality
and Healing
1:30pm – 3:30pm
(October 9)

NOTE FROM THE DIRECTORS
Welcome back to OLLI at 
Aquinas! As the new co-directors 
of OLLI, we are anxious to meet 
you and get your input regarding 
course offerings, events and trips. 
We have been working hard to 
create a diverse and exciting Fall I 
program that we hope you enjoy. 
Please come and join us!

Rick Steketee and Sheila Pantlind

SCHEDULE OF COURSESFALL I 2009

Highlights:

New Semester Break 
Specials
page 9

Introduction to the 
2009-2010 OLLI 
Membership
page 3

An Exciting Class 
Taught by Ed Balog, 
President of Aquinas 
College
page 6

Learn More About 
OLLI’s New Directors 
page 2

Exploring Art in West 
Michigan at the GRAM
page 8

Osher
Lifelong 
Learning 
Institute



What is Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at  Aquinas College?
The OLLI at Aquinas program at Aquinas College was born in 1973, the product of former Aquinas College president 
Dr. Norbert Hruby’s vision of a center for lifelong learning. The mission was to provide pre-and post-retirement 
opportunities to the growing population of older adults. In the fall of 1975, The first 115 persons enrolled in courses 
in what was called the Aquinas Emeritus College. In 2008, the Aquinas Emeritus College became the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at Aquinas, proudly continuing the rich tradition of serving the intellectual and spiritual needs of 
lifelong learners in West Michigan.

What is the mission of OLLI?
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Aquinas is a community of adults joining together to achieve personal 
transformation of mind, body, and spirit through lifelong learning and community service.

What does OLLI do?
Drawing upon the rich resources of the college community, OLLI plans and promotes learning activities designed to 
enhance our understanding of the world – its historic, cultural, and social aspects – through a variety of noncredit, 
academic learning formats. Students will have opportunities to delve into literature, enjoy the arts, find personal 
meaning and satisfaction in all aspects of life, and share common interests with others. Expert instructors from the 
academic and business communities will share their vast knowledge and experiences. OLLI also will offer many other 
learning opportunities such as trips, tours, study groups, and a variety of special events for the students. 

What do the new directors want to see happen at OLLI?
•   Establish a new membership plan which will give more choices and better value.

•   Offer a variety of classes including more 1-2 week classes, and more evening classes.

•   Seek larger venues and more off-site classes.

•   Create sign-ups and registrations which will be as customer friendly as possible.

•   Encourage diversity in our course selections and in our memberships.

•   Improve the communication of events, trips, and classes.

•   Create a greater balance of academic and social classes.

•   Continue to find the most outstanding instructors.

•   Change the evaluation format to get the best feedback from students.

Who are the new directors?
Rick Steketee comes to OLLI with an eclectic background in business, education, consulting and public affairs. After 
receiving his BA from Amherst College and his MA in Political Science from Western Michigan University, he went on 
to be a part of the senior level management at such organizations as Steketee’s Department Store, St. Mary’s Health 
Management, and Quality Farm and Fleet. He has been an adjunct Political Science instructor at GRCC for over 12 years.

Shelia Pantlind comes to OLLI well versed in education with over 30 years of experience. She spent 32 years at 
East Grand Rapids Public Schools as a teacher and administrator, and following that spent time at the University of 
Michigan in Admissions. Sheila received her BA from the University of Michigan, and her MA in Educational Leadership 
from Michigan State University. 

Details about Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Aquinas College

Become an OLLI Member Today!
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OLLI IN THE COMMUNITY

For the 2009-2010 OLLI academic year, we are offering a new tiered membership, designed to provide you, our students, with 
options and monetary savings. As you will see below, there are now 3 different memberships from which to choose. The first 
option (bronze) is the same as last year, while the other two (silver and gold) offer new plans. 

New Membership Structure (M = member; NM = non-member)
  
			   4 week class		  2 week class		  1 week class
			   M	 NM		  M	 NM		  M	 NM
2008-2009 (old)		  $63	 $70		  $35	 $40		  N/A
2009-2010 (new)	 $63	 $75		  $35	 $42		  $15	 $20

Bronze (standard) Membership:
$25 Membership fee					   

See 2009-2010 (new) above for member versus non-member pricing. Pricing for this membership is the same as it was in 2008-
2009. Non-member pricing has increased. 

Taking the equivalent of 2 four week classes makes it worth becoming a bronze member.

Silver Membership:
$35 Membership fee

Once you take the equivalent of two 4 week classes during the academic year, all future classes will be priced as follows: 

4 week class – reduced price is now $50

2 week class – reduced price is now $30

1 week class – reduced price is now $12

Taking the equivalent of 3 four week classes makes it worth becoming a silver member.

Gold Membership:
Pay $350 and take all classes (1, 2, 4 week) and most special events/trips for free.

Taking the equivalent of 6 four week classes makes it worth becoming a gold member.

Advantages of Membership
•   Great discounts on classes. The more you take, the better the value.

•   Free member classes, trips and events.

•   Notification of events at Aquinas College and use of Aquinas library card.

•   The option, with instructor approval, of auditing a regular class for $150.

All OLLI members may select up to 8 free course offerings per year, as designated in each catalog.

* Fees may be charged for  selected events, trips or classes.

OLLI MEMBERSHIP 2009-2010

Become an OLLI Member Today!
To sign up for a membership:
Call 632-2430, or send in the 
completed registration form 

on the back page.

NEW
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MONDAY

Handing on the Gospel:                        
The Lives of the Apostles
Mondays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm

September 14, 21, 28
& October 5

Sister Amata Fabbro, O.P., Ph.D. 
is a professor emeritus from 
Aquinas College where she taught  
scripture and theology for nearly 
4 decades. She has lectured and 
conducted workshops in the 
U.S., Canada, and Europe. Sister 
Amata strives to carry on the 
ministry of her Dominican order 
through her teaching. 

This course offers a fascinating 
study of the Apostles who 
witnessed firsthand the life 
and teachings of Jesus Christ. 
Who were these apostles? Why 
were these men chosen for this 
work? What does Scripture tell 
us about their relationship to 
Jesus? How and where did each 
one carry out his mission? By 
searching for the answers to 
these questions, we will gain 
a better understanding of not 
only their career as Apostles, and 
their lives as real men. 

Location: Browne Center

M: $63  NM:$75

Founding Brothers
Mondays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm

September 14, 21, 28
 & October 5

Scott Stabler has a Ph.D. in 
History from Arizona State 
University, where he also taught 
for three years. He is 
now in his sixth year 
teaching in the history 
department at Grand 
Valley State University. 

This course, studying the book 
by Joseph Ellis, will explore 
the revolutionary ideas, flaws, 
and character of the men who 
founded this country. Join us 
as we explore the historical 
context of this book through 
its text, as well as the events 
surrounding its ideas. Students 
will gain a better understanding 
of the men who envisioned this 
country and their intent for our 
great nation. Book is included in 
course fee. 

M: $78 NM: $90

Location: Browne Center

TUESDAY

English Poets of the 
Nineteenth Century
Tuesdays, 9:30am – 11:30am 

September 15, 22, 29
& October 6

Bert Froysland holds an MA 
in English from the 
University of Michigan. 
Now retired, he taught 
at East Grand Rapids 
High School. Bert grew 
up in New Hampshire. 

The nineteenth 
century was a period of rich 
literary activity in America. That 
was no less true in England. 
The English literary scene was 
populated by a panoply of 
poets who penned some of the 
English speaking world’s most 
unforgettable lines. This class 
will sample some of the most 
notable works of such writers 
as Wordsworth, Keats, Hopkins, 
and Tennyson—just to name a 
few. 

M: $63 NM: $75

Location: Browne Center

Behind the Scenes at the 
Civic and Circle Theatres
Tuesdays, 1:30pm - 3:30pm

September 15 & 22

Paul Dreher became the 
Managing Artistic 
Director of the Grand 
Rapids Civic Theatre 
in 1960, a position 
he held for 39 years. 
During that time he 
directed over 230 
productions, acted 
in over 80 productions, and 
designed lighting for over 250 
productions. Since 1999 he has 
directed and/or designed lighting 
for Jewish Theatre, Heritage 
Theatre, GR Community College, 
Calvin College, and Aquinas 
College.

Pull back the curtain and step 
behind the scenes to see exactly 
what it’s like on the other side of 
the show. In Act I, students will 
get a close look at the historic 
Civic Theatre complex, and 
learn how all the things behind 
the scenes produce what one 
sees in the audience. In Act II, 
students will tour the beautiful 
Circle Theatre on the Aquinas 
campus, and learn more 
about the community theatre 
movement.

M: $35 NM: $42

Location:  Week 1: The Civic 
Theatre  		                      

Week 2: The Circle Theatre

20th Century Grand Rapids 
in Words, Photos, and Films
Tuesdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm

September 15, 22, 29
& October 6

Gordon Olson served as Grand 
Rapids City Historian for 25 years 

OLLI TUITION COURSES
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and is the author of numerous 
local history books, including A 
Grand Rapids Sampler, Grand 
Rapids, A City Renewed, and 
histories of Amway, Steelcase, 
Grand Rapids Foundation, and 
Irwin Seating Company.  

For those who love our beautiful 
city, this course will truly be a 
treasure. Join us as we explore 
the depths of Grand Rapids 
from its time as the reigning 
“Furniture Capital of the World” 
to the impact of the Great 
Depression and World War II, 
examining the very stories of 
those who have called Grand 
Rapids home. Using movies, 
pictures, and essays, Olson will 
dive into the rich history of this 
special city.

M: $63  NM: $75

Location: Browne Center

Exploring Ethnicity in 
America: A Brand New 
Book Club!
Tuesdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm

The first Tuesday of every month 
starting October 6

Penny Porcelli-Nerli is a retired 
High School and 
Community College 
teacher who lived 
and taught on Maui 
for thirty years before 
returning home to 
Grand Rapids in 1999 
where she continued 
her teaching career as an adjunct 
at GRCC and Grand Valley State 
University. 

At OLLI we believe that through 
the pages of a book, we can 
explore worlds, emotions, 
cultures and experiences we 
never would have otherwise. 
We’ll meet the first Tuesday 
of every month to discuss a 
literary classic exploring a 

distinct culture and the impact 
of transplanting to a new 
one. The discussions are laid 
out as follows (Please Note: 
Students may attend as many 
book clubs as desired, and 
should pay for each individual 
discussion they attend, as 
designated on the registration 
form):

October 6: Things Fall Apart by 
Chinua Achebe

November 3: Bless Me, Ultima 
by Rudolfo Anaya

December 1:In the Time of the 
Butterflies by Julia Alvarez

M: $15 NM: $20 (per discussion)

Location: Browne Center

Home Tonight: Further 
Reflections on the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son
Tuesdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm 

September 15, 22, 29
& October 6

Dr. Shirley K. Lewis is professor 
emeritus at Aquinas 
College and retired 
Dean of the School 
of Arts and Sciences. 
Shirley, along with 
her husband Al, was 
also the 2008-2009 
Aquinas Emeritus 
Award recipient. 

Home Tonight is the most 
recent work of Father Henri J.M. 
Nouwen, Ph.D. and his literary 
executrix Sue Mosteller, C.S.J.  It 
is by far among Nouwen’s most 
personal and self-revealing 
works and a guide for all who 
wish to examine their spiritual 
journey inward and homeward.  
Dr. Lewis, a personal friend 
of Henri Nouwen and Sue 
Mosteller, will journey with 
students to read and reflect on 
the text and parable. (Please 

Note: Students are responsible 
for purchasing a copy of the 
book.)   

M: $63 NM: $75

Location: Browne Center

WEDNESDAY

Watercolor
Landscape Painting
Wednesdays, 9:30am – 11:30am 
September 16, 23, 30
& October7

Melanie Aves completed her 
Masters in Art Education from 
Calvin College and 
graduate study 
in Journalism at 
Michigan State. She 
taught art at Creston 
High School as well 
as art education at 
Grand Valley State 
University. She currently displays 
her work at two galleries in 
Holland, Michigan. 

Explore the medium of 
watercolor to capture the 
beauty of nature.  This class 
will include color mixing, 
painting techniques and 
composition.  We will work 
from on site sketches as well as 
photographs, so start collecting 
landscape images you would 
enjoy developing into paintings 
now!  This class is suitable for 
beginning and intermediate

M: $73 NM: $85

Painting supplies are included in 
course fee.  

Location: Browne Center
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The Life and Music of 
Irving Berlin
Wednesdays, 9:30am – 11:30am 

September 30 & October 7, 
Please Note: this course starts 
two weeks late

Larry  Biser is a graduate of 
Westminster Choir College of 
Rider University in 
Princeton , N.J. While 
a student there, he 
sang under notable 
conductors of the 
day and toured with 
the world famous 
Westminster Choir. 
Mr. Biser is currently an Adjunct 
Associate Professor of Music on 
the Aquinas faculty, and is listed 
in the International Edition of 
Who’s Who in Music?

This fascinating course will take 
a brief, but in-depth look at 
the life and music of the great 
American composer Irving 
Berlin.  From his well known 
pieces, to the interesting life he 
led, students will see how the 
two intertwine. The two week 
course will look at his output 
and several performances on 
recording or in person, and 
will showcase the life of one 
of America’s truly greatest 
showmen.

M: $35 NM: $42

Location: Browne Center

Tsars and Commissars: 
A Look at Russian History
Wednesdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm 

September 16, 23, 30
& October 7

Dr. Balog received 
his Ph.D. in history 
from the University of 
Illinois and has been at 
Aquinas College since 
2000 when he came as 

the Provost and Dean of Faculty.  
He has served as President of the 
college since 2006.

Vladimir Putin once said, “Russia 
has made its choice in favor of 
democracy. Fourteen years ago, 
independently, it made that 
decision in the interests of itself 
and interests of its people… 
This is our final choice, and we 
have no way back. There can be 
no return to what we used to 
have before.” Despite this quote 
from Putin, Russia has always 
tended toward an authoritarian 
and autocratic government. 
This course will explore Russia 
from Kiev and the Muscovite 
State, Stalin and the Russian 
Revolutions, to the Cold War 
and Russia’s present condition, 
and give students a greater 
understanding of a nation often 
misunderstood.  

M: $63 NM: $75

Location: Upper Donnelly Center
(Aquinas College)

Emeritus Book Seminar: 
The Post American World 
by Fareed Zakaria
Wednesdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm 

September 16, 30, October 14, 
28, & November 11 & 25

Deb Snow is a graduate of 
Aquinas College and earned 
her Master’s degree in Political 
Science from Western Michigan 
University. She has taught at East 
Kentwood High School for over 30 
years and is past president of the 
World Affairs Council. 

The ever-popular Emeritus Book 
Seminar will use Zakaria’s book 
to jump into a vibrant discussion 
of America’s place in this ever 
changing world economy. 
America’s place as number one 
in the world is being challenged, 

which begs the question, “What 
does it really mean to live in a 
global age?” 

(Please Note: Students are 
responsible for purchasing 
copies of the book and reading 
the preface through chapter 
two by the first session.) 

M: $50 NM: $62

Location: Browne Center

Windows to the Web: 
A Computer Class for 
Beginners!
Wednesdays, 3:00pm – 5:00pm 

September 16, 23, 30
& October 7

Sharon Pollice retired from East 
Grand Rapids High School after 
teaching Art and Technology 
for 32 years. She taught 
classes ranging from 
computer graphics, 
networking, digital 
photography, and web 
design. Sharon served 
on the State Technology 
Curriculum Committee 
and in 2000 was awarded the 
International Technology Teacher 
from the International Society for 
Technology in Education.

Afraid of that big box of wires 
with a screen sitting on your 
desk? Don’t know why your 
mouse won’t succumb to the 
trap you set? This class will help 
you gain a better understanding 
of basic computer functions. 
You will learn novice computer 
terms, how to use the mouse, 
multi tasking, file management, 
maintenance on the PC, and 
even a better understanding 
of the Internet and all it has to 
offer. 

M: $63 NM: $75

Location: Grace Hauenstein 
Library (Aquinas College)

COURSES CONT.

M = members      NM = non-members 6



THURSDAY

Exploring Greek Culture
Thursdays, 9:30am – 11:30am 

September 17, 24
October 1 & 8

Greg Carnevale taught Latin 
and ancient Greek at City High 
School for sixteen years. He was 
also a teacher of Ancient Greek 
History and Philosophy at the 
American Community Schools in 
Athens and also had the ability to 
travel extensively in Greece during 
his stay. He was an Associate 
Professor of Latin at Aquinas 
College for eleven years until he 
retired. 

Students will virtually travel 
through the beautiful 
countryside and ruins of Greece 
as Mr. Carnevale delves into 
stories of ancient sites and 
the myths that accompany 
them. You’ll also hear tales of 
his travels and see pictures of 
life in modern day Greece. You 
just might be inspired to travel 
abroad yourself!

M: $63 NM: $75

Location: Browne Center

The Evolution of First 
Ladies Throughout 
American History
Thursdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm 

September 24, October 1, 8 &15- 
Please note this class starts one 
week later

Gleaves Whitney 
became director 
of Grand Valley 
State University’s 
Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential 
Studies in 2003. Prior 

to his arrival at Grand Valley, 
Gleaves worked 11 years in 
Michigan Governor John Engler’s 
administration, serving as senior 
writer, chief speechwriter, and 
historian. In addition to his public 
work, Gleaves is a scholar who 
writes and lectures nationally on 
a variety of historical topics.  

“Behind every powerful man is 
a strong woman.” This quote 
never rings more true than in 
the case of American presidents 
and the wives who stood 
behind them from inauguration 
to the end of their term, and 
sometimes even impeachment. 
Explore the lives and roles of 
women like Abigail Adams, 
Mary Lincoln, Jacqueline 
Kennedy and Hillary Clinton, 
viewing American history 
through a new and fascinating 
perspective. 

M: $63 NM: $75

Location: Browne Center

World in Crisis: A Look at 
International Relations
Thursdays, 7:00pm – 9:00pm 

September 17, 24 October 1 & 8

Dr. Roger Durham joined the 
Aquinas Community 
in the Fall of 
1996. He teaches 
international relations 
and comparative 
politics courses and 
coordinates the 
International Studies 
Degree. His primary 
research interests 
include: Post Cold War dynamics 
between strong and weak states, 
Post 9-11 crises, Latin American 
Political Economy, Just War 
Theory and Human Rights issues. 

This four week course will 
introduce students to the 

dynamics of global interaction 
and international relations, 
focusing on modes of conflict 
and cooperation. Students will 
discuss human rights violations, 
religious confrontation, 
diplomacy and even terrorism 
to gain a better understanding 
of the term ‘international 
relations.’

M: $63 NM: $75

Location: Browne Center

M = members      NM = non-members 7



Look for a Bus Trip to the Ford Museum in Detroit in our upcoming Fall II Catalogue!

Sister Talk

1:30pm – 3:30pm (September 18)

Sister Sue Tracy

There is something mysterious 
about Sisters even though most 
don’t wear distinctive habits as 
in yesteryears. Have you ever 
wondered if you’re supposed to 
refer to them as Sister or by their 
first name? Or what really made 
them choose this unique way of 
life? Join Sister Sue Tracy, OP as she 
distinguishes between nuns and 
Sisters, teaches about vows and 
the general vocation climate today, 
as well as answers your burning 
questions about this called life 
- speaking from fifty years of 
Dominican life experience. 

Location: Browne Center

Free to Members

Understanding Social Security

1:30pm – 3:30pm (September 25)

Vonda VanTil

Entering into the world of Social 
Security can be a very complicated 
and confusing process. We want 
to make sure that you’re fully 

prepared. Join Vonda VanTil, 
Public Affairs Specialist for the 
Social Security Administration, as 
she discusses the ins and outs of 
the system and what you need 
to know for a smooth transition. 
This class is relevant for those 
already retired and receiving Social 
Security, as well as those entering 
the process. 

Location: Browne Center

Free to Members

Navigating Through Stock 
Market Volatility 

1:30pm – 3:30pm (October 2)

John Nowak

No one has been left unscathed 
from our nation’s current economic 
and market status. In times 
like these, normal rules about 
investing are often thrown out the 
window. Join John Nowak, a Senior 
Vice President of Investments, and 
Senior Portfolio Manager at Merrill 
Lynch as he speaks on investment 
basics, the current market 
environment and a few strategies 
for dealing with the stock market 
today.  This class is geared 

towards those desiring a broader 
knowledge about investing in 
today’s volatile stock market and 
a better understanding of how to 
handle money.

Location: Browne Center

Free to Members

Spirituality and Healing

1:30pm – 3:30pm (October 9)

Betsy Willey

Following Dr. Herbert Benson’s 
25 years of study and research 
at Harvard, Betsy Willey, will 
lead students in a discussion 
of the healing benefits of faith 
and religion. Betsy will focus on 
how to connect more deeply 
to a divine source of healing 
and how to develop personal 
spiritual practices from an 
interfaith perspective. Research 
has shown that a deep faith, 
supported by study, ritual, prayer 
and community is profoundly 
healing….come and learn how!

Location: Browne Center

Free to Members

MEMBER EVENTS

BrownE Bag Lunch with the New Directors!
Friday, 12:00pm – 1:00pm (September 18)

We here at OLLI want to introduce you to our 
new co-directors, Sheila Pantlind and Rick 
Steketee, for the kick off to the new Fall session. 
They’ve come in with a lot of enthusiasm, but 
no welcome would be complete without an 
official one from our students! So, pack your 
favorite brown bag lunch and join us here in 
the Browne Center to share your visions for 
OLLI, course ideas, and teachers you would love 
to see back for more classes.  We’ll provide the 

drinks and sweet treats….see you then!

Location: Browne Center

Free to Members

Exploring Art in West Michigan at the GRAM
Friday, 9:00am – 11:00am (October 2)

We who live in West Michigan know the treasure that it truly is. 
The rich, cultural diversity, wonderful food and atmosphere are 
only heightened by the beautiful art that 
surrounds us. Grand Rapids has made 
great strides in the art world, and we’re 
looking to explore it even further. Join 
us at the new Grand Rapids Art Museum 
downtown for an hour long discussion on art in West Michigan, 
followed by a tour of the museum, and then join us for lunch in 
the beautiful café! Please note: Although we would love for you 
to join us, lunch will not be provided. 

Location: Grand Rapids Art Museum

Free to Members

FREE MEMBER COURSES (Fridays)	
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Look for a Bus Trip to the Ford Museum in Detroit in our upcoming Fall II Catalogue!

SEMESTER BREAK SPECIALS

These following courses will be offered in the interim period between our Fall I and Fall II sessions. Please join us as we extend 
the love of learning with these fascinating new classes!

The Guy Next Door

Monday, 9:30am – 11:30am

October 19

Tom Rademacher served nearly 31 years as a newspaperman 
at The Grand Rapids Press. He continues to write 
on a part-time basis for his beloved newspaper, 
and works in several other freelance capacities. 
He’s currently working on three books, and  is 
always on the look-out for other ways to share 
his writing with a public that has come to know 
and trust him for his storytelling skill. 

Ever since he was named metro columnist at 
The Grand Rapids Press, Tom Rademacher has profiled “The 
Guy Next Door”. While he had many opportunities to focus 
on the privileged and famous, he’s always thought that the 
best stories were about ordinary people leading extraordinary 
lives. Sit back and enjoy while Tom guides you through stories 
of the personalities he’s encountered during the last three 
decades, and be prepared to do a little writing of your own!

M: $15 NM: $20

Location:  Browne Center

The Central Intelligence Agency’s Covert 
Activities: Who’s In Charge? 

Tuesday, 7:00pm – 9:00pm

October 13

Tom Troy worked for the Central Intelligence Agency for over 
thirty years. He served overseas on three different occasions for 
a span of ten years. Since retiring, he has taken up the hobby of 
reading once classified government documents. 

Thirty-five years ago Senator Frank Church accused the 
Central Intelligence Agency of being a “rogue elephant” 
conducting unsanctioned and illegal operations and 
formulating its own foreign policy. Today, stories about the 
CIA’s mistakes and alleged illegal actions seem to be a staple 
of the news media. What happened then, and what is going 
on now? Join us as we look back at the record, and  speculate 
on the present. 

M: $15 NM: $20

Location: Browne Center

Is the Constitution Still Relevant?

Wednesdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm

October 14 & 21

Devin Schindler graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from the University of Michigan Law School. 
After his clerkship with the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals in San Diego California where he 
specialized in Constitutional cases, he was a 
partner with the law firm of Warner Norcross and 
Judd for 20 years. He now teaches Constitutional Law at Thomas 
M. Cooley Law School. 

The Constitution of the United States is the ultimate social 
contract limiting the power of government to infringe on the 
rights of its citizens. Professor Schindler will discuss how the 
Court system uses the Constitution to define our rights and 
protect our liberties.  The class will use case studies taken 
from the headlines to explore the continued validity and 
importance of this 220-year-old document.

M: $35 NM: $42

Location: Browne Center

Inside the Healthcare System

Thursdays, 7:00pm – 9:00pm

October 15 & 22

Lody Zwarensteyn has three and a half 
decades of experience in health planning 
and community development with one of 
the older community-based health planning 
organizations in the nation. With the Alliance for 
Health since 1972, he has been responsible for many different 
aspects of this multi-county West Michigan community health 
coalition.

Join us as we look at universal coverage, cost containment, 
and other current legislative healthcare initiatives affecting 
health care coverage for average Americans. Come and hear 
one of the foremost authorities in the health industry today 
share his insight, and gain a better understanding of an issue 
that affects us all.  

M: $ 35 NM: $42

Location: Browne Center  

NEW
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OLLI HAPPENINGS

“I enjoy the learning experience. Maybe it will keep my 
mind from disappearing!”

 - Christine Rougier-Chapman

“Life itself is a learning process. OLLI helps 
it to be fun and interesting.” 

- Fred Horton

“I feel like I have attended a delicious 
cultural and intellectual picnic.” 

- Anne Horvitz
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Registration Form (Fall I 2009)
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home #_____________________________________________Cell #____________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________City_________________________State_______Zip______________

Email_____________________________________________       

Sign me up for an OLLI at Aquinas Membership (2009-2010 Academic year)!    q $25 (Bronze)     q $35 (Silver)    q $350 (Gold)

Please remember all OLLI members may select up to 8 free course offerings per year (designated in catalogue).

q   A check for $___________________ payable to OLLI at Aquinas College is enclosed.

q   Charge my credit card :	 q   Mastercard		  q   Visa		  Amount $_______________

Number __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __      Exp. Date ___/___      3-digit code __  __  __

Name (as it appears on the card) ________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail form with check or credit card information to:
OLLI at Aquinas		  1607 Robinson Road SE		  Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1799

Phone Registration: 632-2430
(For Credit Card Payment Only)

To guarantee a spot in your desired class, please register by September 8, 2009

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Handing on the Gospel:                        
The Lives of the Apostles
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

Founding Brothers
q   $78 (members)
q   $90 (non members)

English Poets of the 
Nineteenth Century
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

Behind the Scenes at the   
Civic and Circle Theatres
q   $35 (members)
q   $42 (non members)

20th Century Grand Rapids 
in Words, Photos, and Films
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

Exploring Ethnicity in 
America: A Brand New 
Book Club!
q   $15 (members)
q   $20 (non members)

Home Tonight: Further 
Reflections on the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

Watercolor Landscape 
Painting
q   $73 (members)
q   $85 (non members)

The Life and Music of 
Irving Berlin
q   $35 (members)
q   $42 (non members)

Tsars and Commissars: 
A Look at Russian History
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

Emeritus Book Seminar: 
The Post American World 
by Fareed Zakaria
q   $50 (members)
q   $62 (non members)

Windows to the Web: 
A Computer Class for 
Beginners!
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

Exploring Greek Culture
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

The Evolution of First 
Ladies Throughout 
American History
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

World in Crisis: A Look at 
International Relations
q   $63 (members)
q   $75 (non members)

FREE MEMBER CLASSES:

q  Sister Talk
September 18

q  Understanding
Social Security
September 25

q  Navigating Through
Market Volatility 
October 2

q  Spirituality and Healing
October 9

The Guy Next Door
9:30am – 11:30am
(October 19)
q   $15 (members)
q   $20 (non members)

The Central Intelligence 
Agency’s Covert 
Activities: Who’s In 
Charge? 
7:00pm – 9:00pm
(October 13)
q   $15 (members)
q   $20 (non members)

Is the Constitution Still 
Relevant?
1:30pm – 3:30pm 
(October 14 & 21)
q   $35 (members)
q   $42 (non members)

Inside the Healthcare 
System
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
(October 15 & 22)
q   $35 (members)
q   $42 (non members)

MEMBER EVENTS (free to members)				    	          

q   BrownE Bag Lunch with the New Directors!
       Friday, 12:00pm – 1:00pm (September 18)

q   Exploring Art in West Michigan at the GRAM
       Friday, 9:00am – 11:00am (October 2)

SEMESTER BREAK SPECIALS (October)			  	          
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OLLI at Aquinas
1607 Robinson Road SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1799

Look for a sampling of these exciting offerings 
in our upcoming Fall II Catalog:

Our Struggling Economy - Overview of the Major Issues

History of Chrisianity in East Asia

World In Crisis - Afghanistan and Pakistan

Spirituality of Aging

Hemingway
Catholic Church After Vatican II

Lecture on Henry Ford

and a Bus Trip to the Ford Museum in Detroit

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute

Fall 2009
Course Schedule

Classes begin: September 14
Registration deadline: September 8

Phone: 616.632.2430
Fax:  616.732.4480

aquinas.edu/olli

Welcome.
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