Science Grads Honored by
Aquinas College

The year 2010 has proven to be an
auspicious one for science graduates of
Aquinas College. Two will be inducted into
the Aquinas College Hall of Fame, while two
more will be presented with a Distinguished
Service Award by the Aquinas College
Alumni Association. The four will be honored
at the September 24th Awards Banquet that
launches Homecoming Weekend this fall.

The Hall of Fame honorees are Muriel
Karp Ross 48 a biology graduate who
earned her Ph.D. at the University of
Michigan and served as a professor of

neural anatomy at the university for 24

years before moving to NASA's Ames
Research Center, in California. There she conducted investigations regarding weightlessness and
balance as well as developing a 3-D virtual surgical simulator that allows surgical techniques to be
perfected before they are performed on patients.

Also entering the Hall of Fame is Larry Burns 63 who majored in biology before receiving a
D.O. degree from the College of Osteopathic Medicine in Kirksville, Missouri. Returning to practice
as an OB-GYN in Grand Rapids, Michigan, he became active in the leadership of the Right-to-Life
organization on both the local and state level as well as providing medical care for those unable
to afford such services.

The two serving co-directors of the Science Initiative Advisory Committee were honored as
recipients of the Aquinas College Alumni Association’s Distinguished Service Award for their role in
guiding the Science Initiative since its inception in 2003.

Bob Boguslaski '62 graduated with a degree in chemistry and completed his Ph.D. in organic
chemistry at the University of Notre Dame. After serving as the vice president of research and
development at Bayer Corporation, he left to found his own company—the Serim Research
Corporation—that manufactures medical devices.

Tom Zwier '76 received his degree in chemistry before earning his Ph.D. in analytical chemistry
from the University of Arizona. He joined the Upjohn Corporation as a research scientist and
recently retired in 2008 from his position with that firm as the director of the quality assurance
program for active pharmaceutical ingredients.

The four will be featured in the upcoming April issue of the Aquinas magazine which can be
viewed at the College’s Web site. Start at www.aquinas.edu, proceed to the pull-down menu under
“departments,” click on “college relations” and then “publications.”
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Sr. Katrina Hartman, O.P. ’64, Ph.D.

Jennifer Hess, Ph.D.
Elizabeth Jensen, Ph.D.
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Eugene Kozminski ’72
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Sr. Linda M. Thiel, O.P., Ph.D.
Robi Thomas, Ph.D.

Science Initiative Research and
Equipment Endowment Fund
Established

Two alumni of Aquinas College matched
contributions at the end of 2009 to establish
a Research and Equipment (R&E) Endowment
Fund that will provide some of the additional
resources required to operate a vigorous
undergraduate student research program at
Aquinas College.

The creation of the fund was approved
by the Science Initiative Advisory Committee
(SIAC) last fall and a goal of $1,000,000 was
established for the fund.

A lead donation of $50,000 to inaugurate
the fund was made by Dr. Bob Boguslaski '62,
the co-chair of the SIAC. His contribution was
then matched by Ted Thompson '52, an active
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Plastinated Human Cadaver
Coming from U of M

Work has begun at Albertus Hall in
preparation for the arrival of a human cadaver
acquired from the University of Michigan’s
plastination laboratory under the auspices of
the Science Initiative. A secure, non-public, and
environmentally controlled storage room will be
completed this summer in preparation for the
acceptance of the cadaver later this year.

member of the SIAC, who had previously joined
in establishing the Mohler-Thompson Endowment
that supports student summer research.

The R&E Endowment will support the annual
expenses associated with student research
efforts. These include software licensing,
providing for routine equipment maintenance
and calibration, funding student travel to
regional science conferences, and supplying
other resources associated with research
activities that take place throughout the year.

Anyone interested in contributing to the
newly created R&E endowment can do so by
contacting Greg Meyer, the associate vice
president for Institutional Advancement at
greg.meyer@aquinas.edu, or by obtaining
the on-line .pdf form at http://www.aquinas.
edu/advancement/pdf /online_giving.pdf and
specifying “R&E Endowment” on the Science
Initiative Endowment line of the form.
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Bodies plastinated at the University of
Michigan’s laboratory are obtained from
state residents who chose to donate their
bodies to science. The respect and honor due
to the men and women who chose to support
science education in this manner is a topic that
will be emphasized in the instruction that will
accompany the utilization of the cadaver.

Dr. Tom Bahl, associate professor of biology,
began planning for the acquisition of the
plastinated cadaver in the fall of 2008.



