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Whether you’re ready to take the stage or build it, you’ll find your place in theatre at

Aquinas. With a leading-edge facility and the addition of a new theatre department 

director, our program is setting a new standard of excellence.

In 2003, the new $7-million Aquinas College Performing Arts Center (in collaboration with

Aquinas College, Community Circle Theatre and Grand Rapids Catholic Secondary Schools)

entered its Grand Opening Season. It’s a cooperative effect that brings extraordinary theatre

to our community and our students.

Enter a new era in theatre.

Curriculum
Theatre Major (B.A.)
The broad spectrum of Theatre Arts, covers development of technique,
production experience and a set of physical and intellectual principles.
A minimum of 45 semester hours with emphasis in one of the following areas:

Theatre History & Theory
Acting
Theatre Design
Theatre Technology
Stage Directing
Children’s Theatre

Theatre and Music Dual Major (B.A.)
Business Administration and Theatre Dual Major (B.S.B.A.)
Communication Major with a Theatre Emphasis (B.A.)
Theatre Minor

Details and catalog online at www.aquinas.edu.

A sampling of Additional Elective coursework:

Musical Theatre 
Oral Interpretation 
Storytelling  
Dance  
Stage Combat
Script Writing 
Shakespeare
Audition Technique

The AQ Theatre Program Difference

A “Senior Independent Project” in your particular emphasis, including 
one-on-one contact with faculty.

Our performance curriculum includes a four-show season covering 
contemporary, classical, children’s and musical theatre pieces, enhanced 
by a strong relationship with Community Circle Theatre.

Performance and direction are showcased in the Performing Arts Center 
and within its Black Box Theatre.

Acting, directing and other 
studio courses average less than 
10 students per class. An open
environment exists for non-majors
to audition and participate in the
theatre arts.

Faculty

Have a wide range of technical,
performance and teaching 
experience, including New York
City stage and television productions,
national tours and renowned 
regional theatres.

Are devoted to students’ success,
with 10 arranged office hours 
per week.

“I declared a theatre major
because the people are awesome. 
I can create, see my progress, 
and I have been involved in every
aspect of theatre. The faculty is
helpful and allows opportunities
for independent studies and
internships with community and
professional theatres.”

“The Aquinas College Theatre Program is
truly a place where you develop a sense
of family and closeness that isn’t found in
other theatres.”

Erin Brierty 
in “Our Town”

Dare 
tocreate. If you write, play, paint, sculpt,

sing, act or dance, Aquinas is the
perfect setting for the arts. We’re
right in the middle of western
Michigan’s artistic hub – home 
to the Grand Rapids Symphony, 
the Frederick Meijer Gardensand
Sculpture Park, the Grand Rapids

Art Museum (now in the
midst of a $55 million
expansion) and a thriving
local theatre scene. 

Here, you’ll learn to express 
yourself in your own voice, with
your thoughts and ideas, in your
own way. We’re small enough to
give you personal attention,
focused on your talents – yet big
enough to offer you the world of
music, creative writing, visual 
arts and theatre.

Begin your creative journey here,
surrounded by beauty,
inspiration and truth. 

A Grand Place  
for the Arts.

Art Galleries, Museums and Parks

Aquinas College Art Gallery –    
www.aquinas.edu/art/home.htm 

Frederick Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park –  
www.meijergardens.org 

Gerald R. Ford Museum – www.ford.utexas.edu 
Grand Rapids Art Museum – www.gramonline.org 
Grand Rapids Public Museum – www.grmuseum.org
Grand Rapids Children’s Museum – www.grcm.org 
Lafontsee Galleries – www.lafontsee.us 
The Photography Room – www.photographyroom.com
Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts – www.uica.org

Music and Dance

Aquinas College Music Department – www.aquinas.edu/music
Grand Rapids Symphony – www.grsymphony.org 
Grand Rapids Ballet Company – www.grballet.org 
Opera Grand Rapids – www.operagr.com 
St. Cecilia Music Society – www.scmsonline.org 
Urban Institute for the Contemporary 

Arts Dance Collaborative – www.uica.org
West Michigan Music Scene – www.westmichiganmusic.com

Creative Writing

Aquinas College Contemporary Writers Series –  
www.aquinas.edu/library/CW/writers.html 

Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts – 
www.uica.org/literature.html

Theatre

Barn Theatre – www.barntheatre.com 
Broadway Theatre Guild – www.broadwaytheatreguild.org 
Central Park Players – www.centralparkplayers.org 
Community Circle Theatre – www.circletheatre.org 
Civic Theatre – www.grct.org 
Jewish Theatre – www.jtgr.org 

Grand Rapids, that is.

It’s one of the “Best Cities to Start and Grow a Company,” according to Entrepreneur

magazine. Places Rated Almanac ranks our region number three nationally in the “Fun

and Recreation” category. Many, many Aquinas graduates call Grand Rapids “home”

long after they graduate. When you’ve found a grand place for the arts, why leave?

While you’re here, see what all the talk is about. Make the most of western 

Michigan’s finest arts venues. 

AQ Fine Arts Day 
Spend an entire day with the arts – at Aquinas. 

Want to experience our commitment to the arts? We’ve planned a 
full day that brings you face to face with our approach, and the people 
who make it happen.

Meet the artists, actors, writers and musicians who also happen to be 
faculty. Talk with students from the Fine Arts programs who lead 
hands-on workshops. Mix with prospective students like you, who 
may be soon be your classmates. Find out more – and register at
www.aquinas.edu/fad.

Michael Ondaatje reads excerpts
from “The English Patient”

Open your 
mind to

Molly Jones in “You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown”
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