
DIRECTORS NOTE
Welcome back to another year of amazing educational opportunities and fun at OLLI. Join 
as a member now so you will not miss our member free kick-off with Dr. Fred Johnson – and, 
another wonderful mid-morning Brunch! Sign up early as space is limited. Carol, Susan, Corey 
and I have missed you and look forward to seeing you on September 9th. Look for the details 
about Fred’s class and the brunch - and other great classes inside.

SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Fall I 2019

September 9 – October 18

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Last Stands in 
History - Fall Series 
with Fred Johnson 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Deconstructing 
Disney 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

1909 – The Year  
that Changed  
the Great Lakes 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Biblical Archaeology  
at the site of  
Tell es-Safi/Gath  
of the Philistines 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Winner! Winner!  
Chicken Dinner! 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Michigan in  
the Novel:  
Early 20th Century  
Michigan Literature 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The Grand  
Unified Rewrite  
of Everything 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

From Brexit to 
Building Walls: 
Nationalism in  
the 21st Century 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Stephen Sondheim:  
The Early Years 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Tuesday Afternoon  
at the Movies  
with Henry 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

What’s So Funny?  
A Theory of Comedy 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Puerto Rico’s Past,  
Present and Future 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

The Roberts Court: 
The Political and 
Legal Influence  
of the New U.S. 
Supreme Court 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

1930s Musicals  
and the 
Depression 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Saving Lives –  
One Story at a 
Time 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Michigan in the 
Civil War 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

History of 
American 
Railroads 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Tea at Four with  
Dr. Luis Tomatis 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Dead Sea Scrolls 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Been a Long Time 
Since We  
Rock and Rolled! 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Lapping the 
Landmarks Walking 
Tour – Part 2 
10:00 a.m. - Noon

American Wars, 
Repercussions  
and Impacts 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Federalist vs.  
Anti-Federalists 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

North American 
Music – Roots  
and Traditions 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Women Architects 
in Grand Rapids:  
1920s to 
MidCentury 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

War of the Roses 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Our Yards, Our 
Health: Lawn 
Chemicals 
and Nontoxic 
Alternatives 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

A Conversation  
with Painting 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Tour the  
Jim Crow Museum  
of Racist 
Memorabilia 
10:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Paint with  
Water Colors – 
Beginner Level 
11:00 - 1:00 p.m.

ArtPrize Afterglow 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Grand Rapids 
Women Architects: 
Guided  
Walking Tour 
10:00 - Noon

Chasing a Dream:  
Founders  
Brewing Co. Tour 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

FREE MEMBER 
CLASSES

Wrath of the  
Sitting Bull 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Healing Powers  
of CBD/Hemp 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

C O U R S E  
H I G H L I G H T S

OLLI KICK OFF!   
Last Stands in  
History with  
Dr. Fred Johnson 
page 10

Deconstructing Disney 
page 3

Biblical Archaeology 
page 3

From Brexit to  
Building Walls:  
Nationalism in  
the 21st Century 
page 4

Puerto Rico’s Past, 
Present and Future 
page 5

Tea at Four 
page 6

North American Music – 
Roots and Traditions  
page 8

Grand Rapids  
Women Architects:  
1920s - Midcentury  
page 8

ArtPrize Afterglow  
page 9
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•  No OLLI credits will be given without a 5 business day notice - credits must be used before the academic year ends.
• All classes are held in the Browne Center (2001 Robinson RD SE) - unless noted or notified.
• Class cancellations due to weather at OLLI are based on Aquinas College closing – please check local TV stations and aquinas.edu.
• All special interest groups and small discussion groups require membership.

For the 2019-2020 OLLI academic year, we are again offering a tiered membership designed to provide you with options and 
monetary savings. The tuition costs are less if you join as an OLLI member, and savings are greater with each membership level.

MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE
The four different membership levels from which to choose are:

OLLI Membership Fees and Tuition Pricing
(September 2019 – August 2020)

Advantages of Membership
• Free Member classes designated in each catalog

• Great discounts on classes
• Discounted prices on local performing arts and events
• The option (with instructor approval) of auditing a regular

Aquinas College class for $150

Become an OLLI Member today!
Please call 616.632.2430 or send in a completed 
registration form to: 

OLLI at Aquinas College
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

GOLD MEMBERSHIP:
$425 Membership fee

Gold members can attend 
unlimited number of classes 
all year. Fees may be added 
for special events, trips or 
class materials.

Tuition Pricing

100% Discount 

SILVER MEMBERSHIP:
$60 Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

30% Discount 

1 wk class- $14
2 wk class- $28
3 wk class- $42
4 wk class- $56

BRONZE MEMBERSHIP:
$25 Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

15% Discount 

1 wk class- $17 
2 wk class- $34 
3 wk class- $51 
4 wk class- $68

NON-MEMBER:
No Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

1 wk class- $20 
2 wk class- $40 
3 wk class- $60 
4 wk class- $80

DON’T MISS THE OLLI MEMBERSHIP KICK OFF BRUNCH 
SEPTEMBER 9  9:30 11:00 A.M.
We are pleased to announce that OLLI’s 
September Free Member Kickoff speaker will 
be popular OLLI instructor, Dr. Fred Johnson. 
Dr. Johnson is an outstanding scholar and well 
respected history professor at Hope College. He 
is also an accomplished author, writer and award 
winning international speaker. Dr. Johnson will 

give an enlightening preview of his 2019 OLLI 
lecture series titled, “Last Stands in History.” 
Renew your OLLI membership and experience 
another full year of classes, trips and fun PLUS 
register for Dr. Johnson’s first lecture in this series 
and enjoy a delicious brunch and social time 
immediately following his talk.

OLLI Membership Policies

• Receive 6 course catalogs by mail
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OLLI TUITION COURSES

MONDAY
Last Stands in History -  
Fall Series with Fred Johnson
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Fred Johnson, Ph.D., 
is associate professor 
of history at Hope 
College. His primary 
field of study is 19th 
Century U.S. History, 
specifically, the Civil 

War. Dr. Johnson has received many 
awards including the Hope Favorite 
and Most Outstanding Professor 
Awards.

Beginning in September and offered 
through the fall, OLLI is pleased to 
host this lecture series from Dr. Fred 
Johnson, Last Stands in History.

September 9 –  
Wrath of the Sitting Bull – For OLLI 
members, the 2019 welcome back 
membership kick-off lecture will 
once again be given by Dr. Fred 
Johnson and a brunch will follow. 
Renew your membership for the 
year and register for this lecture as a 
free member class. The lecture and 
brunch will be held in the Donnelly 
Center. Register early - this lecture is 
limited to the first 150 members!

September 23 – The Undefeated – 
Nearly six months after Pearl Harbor, 
Imperial Japan’s mighty military 
still had not dislodged determined 
American and Filipino warriors from 
the island fortress of Corregidor.

October 7 – One-thousand 
two-hundred forty-eight feet 
to Freedom – The evil shadow of 
an Alabama Ku Klux Klan Grand 
Dragon loomed large on March 7, 
1965 when civil rights marchers 
gathered to cross a bridge.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Note: Price is per lecture

Location: Donnelly Center

Deconstructing Disney
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

3 Classes – September 9, 16 & 23

Jason Stevens, Ph.D., 
is assistant professor of 
English at Cornerstone 
University. He earned 
his degrees from the 
University of Dallas.

Dr. Stevens will take 
students on a fun exploration of 
classic fairy tales. He will compare 
various versions of the same tale 
to explore how different times and 
different cultures have shaped 
classic fairy tales. Students will see 
which elements of these classic 
stories change and which endures.

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

1909 – The Year that  
Changed the Great Lakes
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – September 23 & 30 

Matthew Daley, 
Ph.D., is associate 
professor of history 
at GVSU. Dr. Daley’s 
research focuses 
on urban public 
and social policy; 

Great Lakes maritime culture and 
technology; and public history. 

1909 saw the culmination of a 
decades long struggle between 
unionized sailors and the owners’ 
Lake Carriers’ Association. Maritime 
unions had struggled to resolve 
issues of identity, jurisdiction, and 
solidarity since the 1870s. The vessel 
owners, after a defeat by labor 
in 1901, transformed their loose 
association to a federation capable 
of asserting uniform policies across 
its membership. The defeat of labor 
during the 1909 conflict grew from 
three earlier strikes from 1901 
to 1906, transforming the Lakes 
industry into the modern industrial 
system we know today. The year 
featured violence, disasters, 
heroism, and the greatest accident 
in Soo Locks history.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Biblical Archaeology  
at the site of Tell es-Safi/Gath  
of the Philistines
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – September 30

Elizabeth Arnold, 
Ph.D., is an 
associate professor 
in the anthropology 
department at 
GVSU. She received 
her BA and MA in 

anthropology from the University of 
Manitoba, Canada and her Ph.D. at 
the University of Calgary.

Biblical archaeology can be defined 
as the study of the archaeological 
remains of the regions, cultures, and 
periods in which the biblical texts 
were formed. Dr. Arnold’s excavation 
focus has shifted into this Iron Age 
(1200 – 586 BCE) period with new 
field excavations at the site of Tell 
es-Safi/Gath in Israel during the 
summer of 2019. This lecture will 
concentrate on some key debates 
in biblical archaeology as well as 
report on new finds from the most 
recent excavation.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Winner! Winner!  
Chicken Dinner!
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – September 30

Join Jennifer 
Zirkle-Grawburg, 
professionally 
known as The 
Ginger Chef, as 
she demonstrates 
quick and flavorful 

ways to use the popular deli 
rotisserie chicken. She will offer easy 
to use tips and techniques, recipes 
and small plate tastings.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Add Fee: $5

Members only, 35 maximum

•  No OLLI credits will be given without a 5 business day notice - credits must be used before the academic year ends.
• All classes are held in the Browne Center (2001 Robinson RD SE) - unless noted or notified.
• Class cancellations due to weather at OLLI are based on Aquinas College closing – please check local TV stations and aquinas.edu.
• All special interest groups and small discussion groups require membership.

For the 2019-2020 OLLI academic year, we are again offering a tiered membership designed to provide you with options and 
monetary savings. The tuition costs are less if you join as an OLLI member, and savings are greater with each membership level.

MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE
The four different membership levels from which to choose are:

OLLI Membership Fees and Tuition Pricing
(September 2019 – August 2020)

Advantages of Membership
• Free Member classes designated in each catalog

• Great discounts on classes
• Discounted prices on local performing arts and events
• The option (with instructor approval) of auditing a regular

Aquinas College class for $150

Become an OLLI Member today!
Please call 616.632.2430 or send in a completed 
registration form to: 

OLLI at Aquinas College
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

GOLD MEMBERSHIP:
$425 Membership fee

Gold members can attend 
unlimited number of classes 
all year. Fees may be added 
for special events, trips or 
class materials.

Tuition Pricing

100% Discount 

SILVER MEMBERSHIP:
$60 Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

30% Discount 

1 wk class- $14
2 wk class- $28
3 wk class- $42
4 wk class- $56

BRONZE MEMBERSHIP:
$25 Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

15% Discount 

1 wk class- $17 
2 wk class- $34 
3 wk class- $51 
4 wk class- $68

NON-MEMBER:
No Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

1 wk class- $20 
2 wk class- $40 
3 wk class- $60 
4 wk class- $80

DON’T MISS THE OLLI MEMBERSHIP KICK OFF BRUNCH 
SEPTEMBER 9  9:30 11:00 A.M.
We are pleased to announce that OLLI’s 
September Free Member Kickoff speaker will 
be popular OLLI instructor, Dr. Fred Johnson. 
Dr. Johnson is an outstanding scholar and well 
respected history professor at Hope College. He 
is also an accomplished author, writer and award 
winning international speaker. Dr. Johnson will 

give an enlightening preview of his 2019 OLLI 
lecture series titled, “Last Stands in History.” 
Renew your OLLI membership and experience 
another full year of classes, trips and fun PLUS 
register for Dr. Johnson’s first lecture in this series 
and enjoy a delicious brunch and social time 
immediately following his talk.

OLLI Membership Policies

• Receive 6 course catalogs by mail
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Michigan in the Novel:  
Early 20th Century  
Michigan Literature
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – October 7 

Adam Oster is 
the Community 
Engagement Librarian 
for the Library of 
Michigan. Adam holds 
a BA in History from 
GVSU. He also has a 

Master of Library Science degree from 
Indiana University.

Michigan’s lengthy and colorful 
history provides the perfect 
backdrop for a wide range of literary 
works. Often the earlier writings 
of Michigan authors get lost in the 
shuffle as new works arrive on the 
scene. Come learn about the literary 
history of Michigan and rediscover 
the many great reads of our state 
from the early 20th century. 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

The Grand Unified  
Rewrite of Everything
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – October 7 & 14 

Michael McDaniel, 
Ph.D., is professor 
of mathematics at 
Aquinas College. 
Although his doctorate 
is in math, he takes his 
family, faith, animals 

and OLLI preparation seriously. 

Feeling incomplete? Welcome to 
the Universe! In two sessions, we 
have the space and time to consider 
wild stuff like non-constant proton 
mass, unknowable physics and the 
benefits of chaos. The presenter 
believes our foundations of the 
physical and the transcendental are 
all up for grabs. Luckily, we don’t 
have to follow the eccentricities of 
Dr. McDaniel because we will have 
the words of Dr. Edward Witten, 
the late Dr. Stephen Hawking and 
repeated results of experiments 

to guide our discussions. For 
example, nobody knows how many 
dimensions we have: let’s examine 
the evidence and speculate. Eleven? 
Five? Five and a half? You might as 
well take a stab at it, too. Observers 
welcome because they also 
influence the outcome.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

TUESDAY
From Brexit to Building Walls: 
Nationalism in the  
21st Century
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

3 Classes – September 10, 17 & 24

Roger Durham Ph.D. 
is professor of political 
science at Aquinas 
College. He teaches 
international relations 
and comparative 
political courses.  

Roger is a past president of 
the Michigan Political Science 
Association. He was named the 
Palmatier Endowed Chair of  
Political Science in 2015.

Is nationalism rearing its ugly 
head again in the 21st Century? 
Nationalism has always been 
a primary force that influences 
international relations. It seems 
to be on the rise again. While 
there are both positive and 
negative attributes to this complex 
dynamic, the following questions 
and issues will be discussed: 
What is nationalism?  What is the 
relationship between nationalism 
and democracy, and other forms of 
government? What are the current 
trends? What are the short and long-
term consequences of nationalism? 
Dr. Roger Durham will address these 
questions and more.

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Stephen Sondheim:  
The Early Years
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

3 Classes – September 10, 17 & 24

Michael Dodge is an 
adjunct professor at 
Aquinas College where 
he teaches humanities. 
Michael earned his 
MA in divinity from the 
University of Chicago 

and his interests include religious and 
American history and speculative 
fiction and contemporary theater. 

Join us for a tour through the 
first two decades of the music of 
the most influential Broadway 
composer of the second half of 
the twentieth century. From the 
early collaborations like West 
Side Story and Gypsy to the 
incomparable Sweeney Todd, come 
and savor the words and melodies 
that helped define American 
musical theater of the last fifty years.

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Tuesday Afternoon at  
the Movies with Henry
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

4 Classes –  
September 17, 24, Oct. 1 & 8

Henry Idema, Ph.D., 
received a BA and 
an MA at U of M and 
a Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago 
and is an ordained 
Episcopal priest 

who did his theological training in 
Cambridge, MA. He has authored two 
books and for over 25 years has been 
writing columns for newspapers in 
West Michigan.

Join Henry to view and discuss 
these four Oscar winning movies 
depicting prejudice.

September 17– North Country 
(2005), Charlize Theron, Francis 
McDormand, Sissy Spacek and 
Woody Harrelson

NEW  Class Time!1:30-3:30 p.m.
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COURSES CONT.

September 24–  
In the Heat of the Night (1967), 
Sidney Poitier and Rod Steiger

October 1 – Gentleman’s 
Agreement (1947) Gregory Peck, 
Dorothy McGuire and John Garfield

October 8 – Philadelphia (1993) 
Tom Hanks and Denzel Washington

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Note: Price is per lecture 

Members only, 40 maximum

What’s So Funny?  
A Theory of Comedy
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – September 24 & Oct. 1

Gary Eberle is a 
professor emeritus of 
English at Aquinas 
College and, for 20 
years wrote, produced 
and acted in the 
College’s satirical 

Goofies revue. His weekly humor 
column in the Advance Newspapers 
won a national journalism award, 
and The New York Times Book 
Review of his novel Angel Strings 
said, “Mr. Eberle is a very funny writer.”  
“Really,” says professor Eberle, “I’m not 
making this up.”

Aristotle wrote a treatise on 
comedy, but it got lost. (Ba-da-
boom.) That’s the first joke in this 
course. Homo sapiens, “the wise 
being,” is also known as  homo 
ridens, “the being who laughs.” In 
this two-part look at comedy, we 
will consider what makes us laugh, 
what makes us cry, what is the 
slender line separating comedy 
from tragedy, and why laughter, 
at its best, is more profound than 
tears. Using corny jokes, puns, 
comedy sketches, film clips, and 
even Shakespeare (who wrote more 
comedies than tragedies), we will 
plumb the depths, and I do mean 
depths, of comedy.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Puerto Rico’s Past,  
Present and Future
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – October 1 & 8

David Stark, Ph.D., is 
associate professor of 
history at GVSU. As a 
historian of colonial 
Latin America, he is 
interested in enslaved 
populations of the 

Spanish Caribbean. David’s work 
focuses on the demography and 
family life of slaves in eighteenth-
century Puerto Rico. 

While a popular tourist destination, 
few people beyond its shores 
are familiar with Puerto Rico’s 
complex history and diverse 
culture. Acquired by the U.S. from 
Spain in 1898, Puerto Rico has 
a peculiar status among Latin 
American and Caribbean countries. 
As a commonwealth, the island 
enjoys limited autonomy over 
local matters, but the U.S. has 
dominated it militarily, politically, 
and economically for much of its 
recent history. Though they are U.S. 
citizens, Puerto Ricans do not have 
their own voting representatives 
in Congress and cannot vote in 
presidential elections. The island’s 
status is a topic of perennial debate, 
both within and beyond its shores. 
In recent years, its colossal public 
debt has sparked an economic 
crisis that has catapulted it onto the 
national stage and intensified the 
exodus to the U.S., bringing to light 
many of the unresolved remnants of 
its colonial history. Professor Stark 
will explore the most important 
facets of the island’s rich history, 
culture, politics, and economy.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

The Roberts Court: The 
Political and Legal Influence of 
the New U.S. Supreme Court
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – October 8 & 15

David Ryden, Ph.D., 
professor at Hope 
College, has a J.D. 
from the University of 
Minnesota Law School 
and a Ph.D. from The 
Catholic University of 

America. His areas of specialization 
are religion and politics, American 
constitutionalism, and parties and 
elections.

For the first time in several decades, 
the balance of power on the U.S. 
Supreme Court rests with a clear 
conservative majority. It can now 
truly be called the Roberts Court, 
with Chief Justice Roberts taking 
the place of the more moderate 
Anthony Kennedy as the Court’s 
center. But how bold is the Court’s 
conservative bloc likely to be? How 
likely are they to either adhere 
to, or diverge from, conservative 
judicial orthodoxy? And how can 
we expect the Court’s work to 
intersect with or impact the more 
political branches of the federal 
government, particularly with 
another presidential and senate 
election season fast approaching? 
Professor Ryden will take a closer 
look at the highlights from the 
just-completed 2018-19 term as 
well as the docket for the upcoming 
term to explore these and other 
important questions surrounding 
the Supreme Court and the federal 
judiciary.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40
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 WEDNESDAY
1930s Musicals  
and the Depression
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes –  
September 11, 18, 25 & October 2

Albert Bell, Ph.D., is 
professor of History 
at Hope College. His 
research interests 
focus on ancient Rome 
in the first century A.D. 
In addition to articles 

and stories, Dr. Bell has written many 
contemporary mysteries, middle-
grade novels, and nonfiction. 

While people were standing in 
bread lines at the height of the 
Depression, movie screens glittered 
with lavish production numbers, 
many of them produced by Busby 
Berkeley or Fred Astaire. Were these 
extravaganzas just escapism? Did 
they offer hope? A few moments of 
joy? How were they affected by the 
enforcement of the Hays Code in 
1934? 

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

Saving Lives –  
One Story at a Time
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes –  
September 11, 18, 25 & October 2

Deb Moore helps 
people preserve their 
life stories in print 
through her business 
The Stories of Your 
Life.

Everyone has a story 
to tell! Have you told yours yet? 
Deb will offer a four-week, easy-
going journey to tell your story and 
preserve your priceless, one-of-a-
kind legacy for future generations. 
Have fun with a variety of writing 
and memory-jogging activities and 
discover the delights and health 
benefits of reminiscence. You’ll 

be surprised by how easy and 
rewarding it can be to write your 
personal history, one story at a time. 

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

Michigan in the Civil War
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 a.m.

3 Classes – September 11, 18 & 25

Michael Stevens, 
Ph.D., teaches 
American and 
Russian Literature 
and Creative Writing 
at Cornerstone 
University. He 

received his doctorate in literature 
from the University of Dallas. Born 
near the Baseball Hall of Fame, he 
has also written on baseball.

Beginning with the Northwest 
Ordinance of 1787, Michigan 
has had a heritage of liberty that 
included having a central role 
in the Underground Railroad, 
limiting slavery’s expansion, and 
an important military history 
in the Civil War. Dr. Stevens will 
explore Michigan’s military history 
featuring units like the 24th Iron 
Brigade, the First Michigan Colored 
Infantry, and the First Michigan 
Sharpshooters – of which Co. K 
was almost completely comprised 
of Anishinabek Indians. Finally, 
students will learn of the arduous 
and noble service of Grand Rapids’ 
own Third Michigan Infantry. Dr. 
Stevens will tell stories of quirky 
characters and outlandish ironies of 
our region’s heritage which include 
the Toledo War and Robert E. Lee’s 
role in that war.  

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

History of American Railroads
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – October 16

Paul Trap, retired public school 
teacher and long-time student of 
Michigan’s railroad heritage, along 
with Jim Budzynski, curator of 
the Coopersville Area Historical 
Museum, will share their love and 
knowledge of American Railroad 
history. Paul will discuss how our 
nation, divided by the Civil War, 
began one of the most important 
engineering projects in an effort 
to bring unity to the country. This 
project, the Pacific Railroad, was the 
“moon landing” of the 19th Century, 
but it was not a transcontinental 
railroad. Jim will speak about the 
interurban railroads that sprang up 
in the early 1900s – the era before 
automobile travel. Train enthusiasts 
will enjoy this talk and view many 
great photos of the Lake Lines to 
learn how the “interurbans” - similar 
to smaller trolley cars - were self-
propelled electric rail cars that made 
daily runs between cities, while also 
stopping in rural areas.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Tea at Four with  
Dr. Luis Tomatis
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – October 16 

Not only was Dr. 
Luis Tomatis a 
thoracic surgeon 
extraordinaire, but 
he is also a great 
raconteur. His book, 
Tea at Four, recounts 

many of his delightful interviews 
with a wide array of friends and 
acquaintances. The book also tells 
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COURSES CONT.

 

the story of Luis’ own fascinating life 
from his childhood in Argentina to 
his medical practice in Grand Rapids 
today. Becky Knack will interview 
Luis about the concept behind the 
book and the choices he made 
about what to include. Luis will 
also entertain questions from the 
audience.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

THURSDAY
Dead Sea Scrolls
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes – September 12,19, 26 & 
October 3

Rev. Maurice A. Fetty 
received degrees from 
Union Theological 
Seminary, NYC, and 
a MA from Butler 
University and a 
Master of Divinity 

from Christian Theological Seminary. 
Rev. Fetty, now retired, spent the 
majority of his career as minister of 
Mayflower Congregational Church 
in Grand Rapids. He has published 15 
books and numerous articles.

This course will be an introduction 
to one of the most important 
archeological discoveries of recent 
times - the discovery in 1947 of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. Containing over 
600-800 scrolls or fragments of 
scrolls and two complete scrolls of 
the Biblical book of Isaiah, the scrolls 
are the oldest known manuscripts of 
the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament. 
We will examine the location of the 
discoveries, the group that wrote 
and preserved the Scrolls, the 
relationship of the Scrolls with the 
Old and New Testaments, and the 
relationship with early Christianity. 
Biblical scholarship has been greatly 
enhanced by the discovery of these 
Scrolls.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

Been a Long Time Since We 
Rock and Rolled!
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – September 19

Join Dave 
Kampfschulte 
to revisit the 
unforgettable music 
of the 60s, its impact 
on our lives, and the 
stories behind the 

songs. Students will get a chance to 
guess songs from snippets played, 
create lyrics, and play music trivia! 
Take the trip down rock and roll 
memory lane with Dave. Tie-dye 
shirts not required.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Lapping the Landmarks 
Walking Tour – Part 2
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - Noon

1 Class – September 19

By popular demand, 
we will pick up where 
we left off on the 
first part of the June 
walking tour…but 
anyone is able to 

easily join in for Part 2. We continue 
our stroll through the lively and 
lovely downtown Grand Rapids. 
As we move between the sights, 
Caroline will narrate the intriguing 
back stories - from both a historical 
and contemporary point of view…
from higher education, the arts, 
police protection, entertainment, 
medicine, and a smidge of “the 
hill district.” Walk and talk…or said 
another way, “Burn while you learn.”

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Members only, Maximum 25

Meet at 9:45 a.m. in the JW 
Marriott Hotel lobby, near the 
front desk – dress for the weather!

American Wars,  
Repercussions and Impacts
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Join Gleaves 
Whitney, director of 
GVSU’s Hauenstein 
Center for 
Presidential Studies, 
for a series of ten 
lectures on American 

wars and their repercussions and 
impacts. 

September 19 – American Wars, 
American Revolutions. Major wars 
have enormous consequences 
for a people, many of which are 
unintended even for the victors. 
Our U.S. history textbooks give 
students the mistaken impression 
that America’s “Revolutionary War” 
occurred from 1775-1783, and that 
there were no revolutionary wars 
on our soil thereafter. Actually, 
most of America’s major wars in 
the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries have been revolutionary 
wars. Gleaves will look into our 
wartime presidents and at how 
several of our wars have been much 
more consequential than even the 
original “Revolutionary War.”

October 17– American Peace, 
American Stability. If war is often 
revolutionary, and if America has 
had numerous revolutionary wars, 
how has our nation been able to 
change and yet remain relatively 
stable at the same time? Gleaves 
will look at this paradox of American 
history. He will examine how 
American leadership (think, e.g., 
of Arthur Vandenberg) leveraged 
cultural, social, political, and 
economic forces to keep continuity 
and change in dynamic balance. 
There are some surprisingly deep 
sources of continuity that leaders 
have used to push back against 
the dramatic changes that have 
occurred in the aftermath of our 
wars.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Note: Price is per lecture

Location: Donnelly Center
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Federalist vs. Anti-Federalists
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – September 26 & October 3

Jeff Polet, Ph.D., is 
professor of Political 
Science at Hope 
College where he 
teaches political 
theory. He has 
published in the 

area of electoral law, faith-based 
initiatives, and marriage policy on 
the public policy side of things, and 
on important themes and thinkers in 
contemporary political thought.

Opinion polls indicate that 
Americans are deeply concerned 
about the “polarization” of our 
politics. But this is not the first time 
we’ve been polarized, or even the 
worst. America was deeply polarized 
in the summer and fall of 1787 as 
delegates debated the Constitution 
and its ratification. In this class, 
we will look at the arguments at 
the convention that shaped the 
Constitution, and then the serious 
debates concerning its ratification. 
Professor Polet will engage in 
an overview of the writings of 
“The Federalists” and the “Anti-
Federalists” to see what their main 
thoughts were and why the debates 
mattered, and still matter, for the 
idea of republican government. 

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

North American Music –  
Roots and Traditions
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – September 26 & October 3

 Benita Wolters-
Fredlund, Ph.D., is 
associate professor 
of music at Calvin 
University, where she 
teaches popular music, 
American music, and 

world music. Her research explores 
the connection between music and 
politics, and she has written on music 
of the Jewish left, Holocaust music, 
and Canadian musical nationalism.

Benita will explore a wide variety 
of types of traditional music of 
North America. She will trace the 
roots of Native American, Anglo-
Celtic, African-American, and other 
European musical traditions that 
sprouted and took hold in the New 
World. Our multicultural survey 
will include shape-note-singing, 
folk ballads, fiddling, old timey 
music, bluegrass, blues, work songs, 
spirituals, Cajun music, salsa and 
others.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Women Architects in Grand 
Rapids: 1920s to MidCentury
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – October 10

Although women 
architects were rare 
in the 1920s, they 
persisted, creating a 
legacy for those who 
would follow. Pam 
VanderPloeg, 

architectural researcher/historian, 
has documented the work of four 
women architects who enjoyed 
successful design careers building 
homes, buildings, and even WWII 
wartime buildings. Learn how these 
women shaped the Grand Rapids 
architectural landscape and made a 
mark nationally as well.

 M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

War of the Roses
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – October 10 & 17

Gary W. Burbridge, 
Ph.D., taught 
anthropology and 
history at GRCC for 36 
years. While at GRCC, 
he developed courses 
in Native American 

Cultures, Introductory Archaeology, 
and Irish Archaeology. As a professor, 
he co-led tours to Europe, including 
study tours to Ireland. 

Dr. Burbridge will discuss the 
conflicts between the House of 
Lancaster and the House of York 
during the late Middle Ages in 
England. He will look at Kings 
Henry IV, Henry V and Henry VI as 
well as Edward IV and Richard III. 
This period marks the end of the 
struggle of the two Houses for 
control of the English throne, and 
ends with the Battle of Bosworth 
Field, where Henry Tudor (VII) 
defeats Richard III, beginning a new 
era of English history. Students will 
examine political, economic, social 
and religious history with  
Dr. Burbridge.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Our Yards, Our Health:  
Lawn Chemicals and  
Nontoxic Alternatives
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – October 17 

Angie Bruder received 
her B.S. in Nursing 
from U of M. She is 
an active member 
of Growing Green, a 
Sierra Club sponsored 
organization in Grand 

Rapids dedicated to promoting 
nontoxic lawn care. 

Did you know that Americans use 
80 million pounds of pesticides per 
year on their yards, with suburban 
lawns and gardens receiving up to 
three times more pesticides per acre 
than agricultural land? Statistics 
like these lead us to ask, do these 
chemicals end up in our bodies? 
Angie will explore the issue of lawn 
chemicals - their wide use and their 
effects on human health, land, 
water, and wildlife. She will offer 
nontoxic alternatives and show that 
it is possible to have a natural lawn 
that looks good? Many cities across 
the U.S are changing, including 
Grand Rapids, and are exploring 
the opportunities to make positive 
impacts on the health of their 
communities. 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20
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COURSES CONT.

FRIDAY
A Conversation with Painting
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – September 13 & 20

Steve Soper is 
a former digital 
photo archivist and 
photographer. Steve 
also volunteers as a 
curator at the Museum 
of Computer Art.

What do you like about painting? 
Dislike? Why? Through a critical 
review of several dozen 19th 
century French paintings we’re 
going to explore what is it about 
this particular form of art that 
touches us the most, what moves 
us to serious reflection, and what 
we can walk by with barely a 
thought. Through this audience-
based interactive class, we will 
explore techniques, subjects, and 
styles from a handful of artists 
who managed in a mere 100 years 
to produce an incredibly massive 
amount of critically acclaimed work. 
In the first week, we will examine 
Realism and Romanticism, and in 
the second week, we will turn our 
attention to Impressionism, Post-
Impressionism and Art Nouveau. 

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Tour the Jim Crow Museum  
of Racist Memorabilia 
Friday, 10:00 – 5:00 p.m.

September 13

Learn about the Jim Crow laws of 
the past and how they still impact 
us today. This museum, located on 
Ferris State University’s campus, 
is unique in that it deals only with 
racism. Displays demonstrate how 
racist ideas and anti-black images 
were 

pervasive within American culture 
of the past, and how these ideas 
are still present in our culture 
today. Your guides on this OLLI 
sponsored bus trip will be Chuck 
Schoenknecht and Ward Paul, 
who have been involved with the 
museum for fifteen years. This 
experience will be emotional, eye 
opening and life changing.

$30 – OLLI Members,  
Sorry, no refunds

Members only, 50 maximum

Lunch on your own –  
campus dining center

Meet in Browne Center  
parking lot no later than 9:45 a.m.

Paint with Water Colors – 
Beginner Level
Friday, 11:00 - 1:00 p.m.

4 Classes – September 20, 27, 
October 4 & 11

Mary Ann Challa 
is a local artist and 
art educator. She 
studied art at GVSU 
and Aquinas College. 
She taught art for the 

Grand Rapids public schools for many 
years, and she continues with her 
teaching as the “artist in residence” at 
Goodwillie Elementary in Ada.

This watercolor class is designed for 
the beginning painter. It will offer 
clear, visual explanations and easy 
exercises that will build up skills 
and confidence for amateur artists. 
Mary Ann will focus on the use of 
materials and explore the basic 
techniques needed to successfully 
compose, draw and paint with 
watercolors.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56

Members only, 12 maximum

Note: Please bring your own 
supplies – a suggested list is 
available at registration.

ArtPrize Afterglow
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – September 27

Caroline Cook 
has a love for 
everything Grand 
Rapids. She founded 
Grand Rapids 
Running Tours in 
2014. Caroline tells 

fascinating tales and gives guided 
tours of Grand Rapids – highlighting 
the city’s culture, history, and growth.

Every even-numbered year, for 19 
days and nights in late September 
and early October, the city of Grand 
Rapids is a mecca for art enthusiasts 
from around the world. Artists, art 
aficionados, critics, and creative 
novices stroll the streets of this 
incredible outdoor gallery, hoping 
for inspiration and glimpses of 
manmade beauty. The benefit 
of being local isn’t just about the 
convenience of partaking in the 
three week extravaganza, it’s the 
“afterglow.” This presentation reveals 
the proof of ArtPrize competitions 
past…the 25+ public masterpieces 
that reside permanently in GR. 
We visit these gifts to the city 
through beautiful photographs and 
narration that describe the back 
stories…why these pieces became 
so enduringly valuable.

 M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Grand Rapids Women 
Architects: Guided  
Walking Tour
Friday, 10:00 - Noon

1 Class – October 11

continued on next page
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Pam VanderPloeg, 
architectural 
researcher/historian 
will guide students 
with a walk in East 
Grand Rapids to 
the Ottawa Hills 

Neighborhood to view the designs 
of women architects - from English 
Cottage and Colonial Revival to 
Contemporary. The tour will include 
going inside two of the homes. The 
tour narrative will be a discussion 
of the styles, the early owners and 
historical context. 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Members only, 30 maximum

Street parking by Iroquois/
Alexander intersection

Meet no later than 9:45 a.m.

Chasing a Dream:  
Founders Brewing Co. Tour
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – October 18

Anthony Barnes, BA Kenyon College  
and J.D. from Vanderbilt University,  
is Chief Corporate Counsel for 

Founders Brewing 
Company and 
manages all of 
the brewery’s 
day to day legal, 
regulatory and 
compliance 

matters. One of his favorite roles at 
the company is serving as a member 
of the beer naming committee! Tony 
previously practiced corporate law 
as a partner for Law Weathers and 
Varnum in Grand Rapids. 

Join Tony Barnes as he takes us on 
a talk and tour of Founders Brewing 
Co. As Counsel for the Brewery, 
Anthony knows well the amazing 
20 year history of one of the top 
brewing company’s in the country. 
From the verge of bankruptcy to 
being one of the fastest growing 
breweries in the world, the story of 
Founders’ beginning, and the two 
men who somehow made it work,  
is a fascinating one.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Members only, 40 maximum

Meet at 235 Grandville Ave SW  
no later than 9:15 a.m.

FREE MEMBER CLASSES

Wrath of the Sitting Bull
Monday 9:30-11:00 a.m. 

September 9

Location: Donnelly Center

Join our welcome-back-to-
school event by renewing your 
membership and hearing the first 
lecture of this series by Dr. Fred 
Johnson. 

From June 25-26, 1876, with nothing 
to lose except everything, Native 

Americans of the Lakota Sioux people unleashed their 
fury on the U.S. Army at the place called Little Big 
Horn.

OLLIMEMBERSHIP KICK OFF!

Upcoming  
Travel Opportunities  

through OLLI at Aquinas

MYSTERIES OF INDIA 
JANUARY 30 –  

FEBRUARY 13, 2020

DISCOVER PANAMA 
JANUARY 23-31, 2020

CULTURAL TREASURES  
OF JAPAN 

APRIL 17-30, 2020

CROATIA & ITS ISLANDS 
OCTOBER 9-20, 2020***

***Reservation and deposit MUST BE 
RECEIVED no later than September 3, 2019.

Contact Susan Kohloff at  
skk003@aquinas.edu  

or 616-632-2430  
for more information.

Healing Powers of CBD/Hemp
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.

October 18

Have you heard about CBD and the amazing 
health benefits of hemp? Maybe you have 
heard of the “Green Rush” as the opportunity 
of our generation. Or, maybe you are simply 
curious. We aren’t talking about the part of 
the plant that makes you high - instead, this 
is a discussion about a plant rich in CBD with 
many therapeutic effects. Regardless of what 
attracted you here, science has shown hemp 

can impact you in a positive way. Every day, people are turning 
to this powerful herb to find relief from many of life’s challenges. 
A quick internet search provides thousands of claims, but what 
is accurate and trustworthy? How do you become a smart 
consumer and find your piece of the green pie? Join Christine 
Norrbom and Shelbe Ogburn, a certified Naturopathic doctor, 
as we learn about this amazing plant, how it works in our bodies 
to promote health, healing, and harmony, and how you can be a 
part of this movement. It’s about getting your life back!
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Registration Form (Fall I 2019-2020)
Name(s)_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________  

City_______________________________________ Zip____________________  

Home #_________________________Cell #___________________________  

Email __________________________________________________________

Membership (2019-2020 academic year)  
qBronze $25    q Silver $60    qGold $425

Courses  # of Classes Price Courses  # of Classes Price

Pricing Structure

NM BRONZE SILVER

1X $20 $17 $14

2X $40 $34 $28

3X $60 $51 $42

4X $80 $68 $56

**Additional fees may apply**

MONDAY
Last Stands in History Series – Fred Johnson
 9/23 – The Undefeated 1  ________
 10/7 – One-thousand two-hundred  
  forty-eight feet to Freedom 1 ________
Deconstructing Disney 3  ________
1909 The Year that Changed the Great Lakes 2 ________
Biblical Archaeology 1 ________
Winner! Winner! Chicken Dinner! **Add $5** 1 ________
Michigan in the Novel:  

Early 20th Century Michigan Literature 1 ________
The Grand Unified Rewrite of Everything 2 ________

TUESDAY
From Brexit to Building Walls 3 ________
Stephen Sondheim: The Early Years 3  ________
Tuesday Afternoon at the Movies 

9/17 – North Country  1  ________ 
9/24 – In the Heat of the Night  1  ________ 
10/1 – Gentleman’s Agreement  1 ________ 
10/8 – Philadelphia  1 ________

What’s So Funny? A Theory of Comedy 2 ________
Puerto Rico’s Past, Present and Future 2  ________
The Robert’s Court 2  ________

WEDNESDAY
1930s Musicals and the Depression 4 ________
Saving Lives – One Story at a Time 4 ________
Michigan in the Civil War 3 ________
History of American Railroads 1 ________
Tea at Four with Dr. Luis Tomatis 1 ________

THURSDAY
Dead Sea Scrolls 4 ________
Been a Long Time Since We Rock and Rolled! 1 ________
Lapping the Landmarks Walking Tour –Part 2 1 ________
American Wars,  
Repercussions and Impacts – Series with Gleaves
 9/19 – American Wars, American Revolutions 1 ________ 

10/17 – American Peace, American Stability 1 ________
Federalist vs. Anti-Federalists 2 ________
North American Music – Roots and Traditions 2 ________
Women Architects in Grand Rapids 1 ________
War of the Roses 2 ________
Our Yards, Our Health 1 ________

FRIDAY
A Conversation with Painting 2 ________
Jim Crow Museum Bus Trip  $30 per Member ________
Paint with Water Colors 4 ________
ArtPrize Afterglow 1 ________
Grand Rapids Women Architects  

Guided Walking Tour 1 ________
Chasing a Dream: Founders Brewing Tour 1 ________

MEMBER FREE CLASSES
 9/9 – Wrath of the Sitting Bull 1 ________
 10/18 –  Healing Powers of CBD/Hemp 1 ________

Total Amount $ ________

q  Credit Card q  Mastercard/Visa q  Discover

CC # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ Exp Date: ___/___

Name (as it appears on the card) _______________________________________________

Please call the OLLI office to register – 616.632.2430
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Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

POSTMASTER PLEASE DELIVER AUGUST 9 - 14, 2019

Fall I 2019 
Course Schedule

Classes begin: September 9, 2019

Registration Begins:  
Monday, August 12, 2019

 Phone: 616.632.2430
Fax: 616.732.4480

aquinas.edu/olli

Like us on 
Facebook 

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Aquinas 
College is a community of adults joining together to 
achieve personal transformation of mind, body, and 
spirit through lifelong learning and community service.

M
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N
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Look for these exciting 
Fall II 2019 OLLI Classes
Big Eyes (and Ears) –  
Amazing Discoveries Await!

The High Cost of Prescription Drugs

Exploring the Humanities

How Democracies Die:  
A Book Discussion

The Geography of Thought:  
How Culture Shapes Our Thinking


