SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Fall II 2019

Fall II Registration

Begins Monday, September 23rd

October 21 – December 20

DIRECTORS NOTE
Fall reminds most of us of school – grade school, high school, or college – gathering with
friends to talk about life, books, new revelations and new relationships. The connections with
others and the joy of learning was exciting. It is still so today. No matter how old we get or
how much experience we have, there is always more knowledge to gain and more friends
to be found. Your participation, ideas, and financial support continues to be
essential to making this all true at OLLI. Thank you.
MONDAY
Last Stands in
History - Fall Series
with Fred Johnson
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Presidential
Primaries and
Caucuses
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Exploring the
Humanities
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Taylor Caldwell
Book Discussion
11:30 a.m -1:30 p.m.
Mid-Day
Mindfulness
Meditation
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Photography
Changes: What We
Want, How We See
and Who We Are
1:30-3:30 p.m.
17th Century
Dutch Painting
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Finding and
Following God’s
Footsteps in the
Middle East
1:30-3:30 p.m.

TUESDAY
Trick or Treat:
Will Britain
Finally “Brexit”
on October 31?
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Michigan True
Crime Stories
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Spiritual
Alchemy:
It Works!
9:30-11:30 a.m.
20th Century
Music
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Why are
Prescription
Drugs so
Expensive?
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Kent County
Recycling &
Education
Center Tour
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Psychological
Trauma and
the Legacy of
World War I
9:30-11:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
The Cold War in
the Third World
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Romantic Love
and Culture
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Surrealism:
Dreams, Desire
and Fashion
in Art
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Finding Our
Way on the
Camino de
Santiago
1:30-3:30 p.m.
The EU
after Brexit
9:30-11:30 a.m.
“Pure Presence”:
Protocol for
Compassionate
Listening
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Enter the
Dungeon!
9:30-11:30 a.m.

THURSDAY
Dutch Immigration:
It Was Much More
Than West Michigan
9:30-11:30 a.m.
History at the
Lakeshore:
Saugatuck and
Douglas, Art,
Architecture &
History Walking Tour
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
How Democracies Die:
A Book Discussion
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Questions I Have
Asked Myself Series
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Medicine and
Calendars in
Biblical Times
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Drawing from
Photographs
1:30-3:30 p.m.
The Repercussions
of American Wars
Series with
Gleaves Whitney
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Epidemics and
their Impacts
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Building Cities
9:30-11:30 a.m.

FRIDAY
Heritage Hill
Haunted Walking Tour
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Gentle Yoga
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Big Eyes (and Ears) –
Amazing Discoveries
Await!
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Geography of Thought:
How Culture Shapes
Our Thinking
9:30-11:30 a.m.
What Does it Mean
to be Healthy?
9:30-11:30 a.m.
The Science of
Alzheimer’s Disease:
Preventing Dementia
by 2025 or Earlier
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Screen Queens:
Fact vs. Fiction
9:30-11:30 a.m.
FREE MEMBER
CLASSES
Taking Great Pictures
with the iPhone!
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Best (and Worst)
Christmas Songs Ever
9:30-11:00 a.m.

COURSE
HIGHLIGHTS
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page 3
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Crime Stories
page 4
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page 8
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page 5
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OLLI Membership Fees and Tuition Pricing

(September 2019 – August 2020)

For the 2019-2020 OLLI academic year, we are again offering a tiered membership designed to provide you with options and
monetary savings. The tuition costs are less if you join as an OLLI member, and savings are greater with each membership level.

MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE

The four diﬀerent membership levels from which to choose are:

GOLD MEMBERSHIP:

SILVER MEMBERSHIP:

BRONZE MEMBERSHIP:

$60 Membership fee

$25 Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

Tuition Pricing

30% Discount

No Membership fee

15% Discount

Tuition Pricing

1 wk class- $17
2 wk class- $34
3 wk class- $51
4 wk class- $68

1 wk class- $14
2 wk class- $28
3 wk class- $42
4 wk class- $56

NON-MEMBER:

1 wk class- $20
2 wk class- $40
3 wk class- $60
4 wk class- $80

$425 Membership fee

Gold members can attend
unlimited number of classes
all year. Fees may be added
for special events, trips or
class materials.
Tuition Pricing
100% Discount

Advantages of Membership

Become an OLLI Member today!

•
•
•
•
•

Please call 616-632-2430 or stop by the
Browne Center for membership information.

Free Member classes designated in each catalog
Receive 6 course catalogs by mail
Great discounts on classes
Discounted prices on local performing arts and events
The option (with instructor approval) of auditing a regular
Aquinas College class for $150

OLLI Membership Policies
• No OLLI credits will be given without a 5 business day notice - credits must be used before the academic year ends.
• All classes are held in the Browne Center (2001 Robinson RD SE) - unless noted or notified.
• Class cancellations due to weather at OLLI are based on Aquinas College closing – please check local TV stations and aquinas.edu.
• All special interest groups and small discussion groups require membership.

OLLI’S
ANNUAL
FUND DRIVE
DON’T
MISS THE OLLI MEMBERSHIP
KICK OFF BRUNCH
SEPTEMBER
9:30 11:00
A.M. SUPPORT
THANK
YOU9 FOR
YOUR

We hope that you will help us once again in continuing to provide outstanding educational
We are pleased to announce that OLLI’s
give an enlightening preview of his 2019 OLLI
opportunities for those over 50 in the greater Grand Rapids community.
September Free Member Kickoﬀ speaker will

lecture series titled, “Last Stands in History.”

Eighty percent
of our OLLI
programs
is funded
by our
Annual Fund
Drive,
tuition,
membership,
be popular
instructor,
Dr. Fred
Johnson.
Renew
your
OLLI membership
andand
experience
fund raising
events;
therefore,
your
generous
support
is
very
important
to
our
OLLI
program.
Dr. Johnson is an outstanding scholar and well
another full year of classes, trips and fun PLUS
respected history professor at Hope College. He
register for Dr. Johnson’s first lecture in this series
is also an accomplished author, writer and award and enjoy a delicious brunch and social time
winning international speaker. Dr. Johnson will
immediately following his talk.
Sheila Pantlind
Carol Gunsch
Corey McAleenan Boehm
Susan Kohloff
Director
Program Coordinator
Administrative Office
Administrative Office

Call to register: 616.632.2430
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OLLI TUITION COURSES

MONDAY
Last Stands in History Fall Series with Fred Johnson
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Fred Johnson, Ph.D.,
is associate professor
of history at Hope
College. His primary
field of study is 19th
Century U.S. History,
specifically, the Civil
War. He is currently
completing a book, America’s Blind
Spot: U.S. Foreign Policy in Africa
1945-present.
Dr. Johnson will present the final
five topics in this series.
October 21 – Enough - In the years
following America’s independence
from Great Britain, freedom was
being trampled by new overlords
until a bold leader said “Enough!”
November 4 – A Magnificent
Failure - The spectacular failure of
John Brown’s October 16, 1859 raid
on the federal arsenal at Harper’s
Ferry, West Virginia had little impact
other than forcing the United States
into a lethal confrontation with
Justice.
November 18 – Iklwa – Great
Britain’s imperial power in the
late nineteenth-century seemed
irresistible until the moment when
the world’s greatest colonizer was
reminded that conquest came at
the price of BLOOD.
December 2 – Showdown – After
years of violent harassment, people
along the border of southern West
Virginia and southern Kentucky
decided to stand up and fight.

Presidential Primaries
and Caucuses

Taylor Caldwell
Book Discussion

Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Monday, 11:30 a.m -1:30 p.m.

2 Classes – October 21 & 28

4 Classes – October 28,
November 4, 11 & 18

Donald A. Zinman,
Ph.D., is a professor
of political science at
GVSU. His research
centers upon the
presidency, political
parties and American
political development.
Primaries and caucuses are
the venue through which we
select candidates for president.
This process moves quickly
and is subject to unpredictable
developments. This course
will cover the fundamentals of
presidential primaries and caucuses,
including the importance of money,
messaging, media coverage and
the complex rules that make up the
process. Emphasis will center upon
the 2020 presidential campaign
cycle.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Exploring the Humanities
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
4 Classes – October 21, 28,
November 4 & 11
Gary Hauck, Ph.D.,
is dean emeritus at
Montcalm Community
College where he
has also taught
world cultures and
geography, religion,
humanities, and
history.

Note: Price is per lecture

This series of four classes examines
the impact of art, writing, music,
philosophy, drama, cinema,
sculpture, and architecture on
culture and society. Dr. Hauck
will explain the significance of
the humanities in understanding
the people and places of the
world as well as discuss the
influences of culture and society
on the humanities. Included in the
presentation will be the themes of
love, happiness, nature, death, and
afterlife.

Location: Donnelly Center

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

December 9 – Punishing the
Parasite – At the start of the 20th
century, while U. S. imperialists
congratulated themselves on
establishing an empire one of
nature’s tiniest creatures was
turning their celebration into
sorrow.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20
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Anne Horvitz, J.D.
received her Masters
from Harvard and her
J.D. from Cooley Law
School.
Taylor Caldwell
(1900-1985) wrote
over 40 novels, many best sellers.
A supreme story teller, she fills
her books with very interesting
characters and situations, imbued
with historical, psychological and
social commentary. Born in England,
Caldwell became a passionate
American patriot. Novels to be
discussed: Love Comes Last about
consequences of overzealous
parental love; Testimony of Two
Men about struggles of a young
doctor seeking to bring the practice
of medicine up to date; This Side
of Innocence about a prodigal
son, power, greed, and illicit love;
Captains and Kings, about Irish
immigrants, the establishment of
a dynasty, its rise to financial and
political prominence. Optional:
The Late Clara Beame (a mystery)
and A Prologue to Love. Best to
read the books, but not necessary.
Summaries available ahead of
discussion times.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56
Maximum 19 – Members Only

Mid-Day Mindfulness
Meditation
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
4 Classes – November 4, 11 18 & 25
Kathy Julien
has experienced
the healing and
transformative effects
of practicing both
yoga and meditation.
She enjoys teaching
new, easy techniques, especially to
those that believe they “can’t.”

M = members

NM = non-members

Are you interested in learning how
to calm your emotions, experience
tranquility, improve the quality of
everyday life, and enhance your
understanding and acceptance of
yourself and others? If yes to even
one of the above, join Kathy and
learn the power of meditation.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56
Maximum: 15 – Members Only

Photography Changes:
What We Want, How We See
and Who We Are
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – November 11 & 18
Darlene
Kaczmarczyk
is an emeritus
professor at Kendall
College of Art and
Design where she
taught graduate
and undergraduate
photography and photo history.
In 1838 when Louis Daguerre
photographed a Paris street from
his studio window, he unknowingly
set a path for photographic vision,
showing us for the first time
that human vision and camera
vision, although often conflated,
are distinct ways of seeing.
Understanding how photography
works is important because our
ideas about the world are affected
by the photographs we see. Darlene
will examine some of the many
ways photography influences
our beliefs, our memories, and
even our identities. She will share
documentary, commercial, artistic,
and amateur photos through a
variety of lenses to help us define
a “good” photograph – a definition
often dependent on who is doing
the looking and the talking.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

17th Century Dutch Painting
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
4 Classes – November 18, 25,
December 2 & 9
Henry Luttikhuizen,
Ph.D., received his
doctorate from the
University of Virginia
and is a professor of
art history at Calvin
University. He has
authored numerous books and
articles on medieval and northern
renaissance art.
During the late sixteenth-century,
the soon-to-be united provinces of
the Netherlands gained incredible
prosperity. With this new wealth
and the diminishing power of the
Catholic Church, the production of
domestic paintings skyrocketed. In
this course, we will study various
kinds of paintings (landscapes,
images of love, still life paintings,
and portraits) that hung on the
walls in Dutch homes. Prominent
artists to be discussed include
Rembrandt van Rijn, Johannes
Vermeer, and Frans Hals.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

Finding and Following God’s
Footsteps in the Middle East
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – December 2 & 9
Neal Bierling, a
Calvin University
graduate, began his
archaeological dig
adventures in 1972 in
Israel. He has created
curriculum for Old and
New Testament Bible
translations and Christian Schools
International based on the rich history
he has unearthed.
Some of God’s footsteps have been
erased in recent years, but we will
begin in Haran, Turkey, following
Abram’s journey through Syria and
south into Egypt. We will view other
biblical sites in Lebanon, Jordan,
and Israel before they were erased.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Call to register: 616.632.2430

4

TUESDAY
Trick or Treat: Will Britain
Finally “Brexit” on October 31?
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class – October 22
Martin Spence,
Ph.D., is associate
professor of history at
Cornerstone University
where he teaches
World and European
History. He pursued his
undergraduate and doctoral studies
at Corpus Christi College, Oxford.
The never-ending saga of the
United Kingdom’s controversial
and complicated exit from the
European Union continues. Britain’s
controversial new Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has promised that
Britain will finally leave the EU on
October 31, “do or die.” But Johnson
enjoys a wafer-thin Parliamentary
majority and members of his own
party have promised to bring down
the Government rather than allow
him to exit without first securing a
deal with the EU. This class will bring
you up to date with all the latest
Brexit turmoil.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Michigan True Crime Stories
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class – October 22
Tom Carr is an awardwinning reporter and
columnist, worked at
daily newspapers in
Michigan for more
than 25 years, and has
freelanced for NPR, the
New York Daily News, the Detroit
Free Press and other local, regional
and national news outlets.
Author Carr tells stories of murder,
robbery and mayhem through
the ages in the Great Lakes State.
Delivered in a lively manner with
irreverence and historical context,
the stories include crimes of
passion, greed, insanity and just
plain awfulness. Carr is the author of
MI BAD: Robbers, Cutthroats and

COURSES CONT.
Thieves in Michigan’s Past and Present
and the book Blood on the Mitten.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

20th Century Music
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
3 Classes – October 22, 29 & November 5
Saxophonist J.
Adam Briggs is an
active classical soloist,
chamber musician,
and jazz artist. He
currently serves as
the Instructor of
Saxophone at Albion College. He
holds degrees from the University of
Arizona, the Peabody Conservatory
at The Johns Hopkins University, and
MSU, where he received his doctorate
in 2014.
From Igor Stravinsky’s
groundbreaking The Rite of Spring
at the turn of the 20th century
to today’s technology-driven
compositions, audiences have
been both mystified and awed
by contemporary classical music.
Through active listening, students
will explore the composers and
styles that have taken instrumental
music in new directions over the
past 125 years.

bringing new awakening into
our being and life. Music, guided
meditation and imaging will
combine to facilitate personal
integration in a creative way.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Why are Prescription
Drugs so Expensive?
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – November 12 & 19
Dave Evans, MS,
is a career research
scientist with a
graduate degree
in zoology from
the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
He has had a 40 year career as a
protein biochemist and molecular
biologist that includes basic as well as
pharmaceutical research.

Spiritual Alchemy: It Works!

Why do prescription drugs in the
U.S. cost so much? Is it because
of innovation... patent issues... or
perhaps, just corporate greed? Dave
will discuss the answers to these
questions including the cost of the
clinical drug development process
which includes pre-clinical testing
and the legal and patent issues that
slow down the process by which
brand names can be sold. He will
also discuss how the generic drug
industry plays a role in the cost of
drug therapy.

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

2 Classes – October 29 & November 5
Betsy Willey, local
author and spiritual
leader, will present
the transformation
of the self through
the ancient practice
of alchemy –
turning “lead into gold.” Students
will experience four alchemical
processes to free the mind, body,
emotions, and spirit from what
serves the highest good: Solutio,
dissolving of old forms and
identities to materialize new life;
Calcinatio, burning away worthless
emotions and connecting with one’s
true passion; Sublimatio, viewing
one’s life from a high spiritual
perspective; Coagulatio,

Kent County Recycling &
Education Center Tour
Tuesday, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
December 3
Take a guided tour of the Kent
County recycling center - a
sorting facility designed to accept
residential recyclable materials from
West Michigan households. See
how items are sorted and readied
for the next step in the processing
system.
M: Bronze $8 Silver $6
Maximum 50 - Members Only
Meet no later than 10:15 a.m. at
the Recycling Center
977 Wealthy SW 49504
5

Psychological Trauma and
the Legacy of World War I
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes – December 10 & 17
Jason Crouthamel,
Ph.D., is a professor of
history at GVSU. He
is currently working
on a book titled
Trauma, Religion
and Spirituality in
Germany during the First World
War. He teaches courses on the
Holocaust, the rise of Nazi Germany,
memory and World War II, and 20th
Century history.
This class will focus on the history of
psychological trauma in WWI and its
long-term legacy for WWII, Vietnam,
and wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.
How was ‘shell shock’ diagnosed in
WWI? What was the social, political,
and cultural impact of these mental
wounds? How did the treatment
of these psychological injuries in
1914-1918 lay the groundwork for
dealing with mental wounds in
WWII, and what did it have to do
with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder?
Archival footage will be shown of
shell shocked patients, as well as
letters, diaries, and interviews with
survivors of the two world wars and
beyond.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

WEDNESDAY
The Cold War in the Third World
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Classes – October 23, 30 &
November 6
Dan Miller, Ph.D.,
retired Calvin
University history
professor majored in
history at Westmont
College and did so
again in graduate
school at the University of North
Carolina in Chapel Hill. While his
primary field of study was Latin
American history, he continues to
read and reflect on other poor Third
World countries.

M = members

NM = non-members

Almost forgotten in the euphoria
surrounding the fall of the Berlin
Wall and the demise of the Soviet
Union was the global impact of
the Cold War. In poor Third World
countries, cold wars became
hot wars and democracies were
subverted by brutal military coups.
The roots of many of our current
global crises stem from these largely
forgotten events. Let’s take a look at
what happened and consider how
these events continue to shape our
world.

Surrealism: Dreams, Desire
and Fashion in Art

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Surrealism was an early 20th Century
art movement influenced by the
lingering effects of WWI, the rising
threat of fascism, and a keen interest
in psychology, with its emphasis on
the unconscious. Artists like Andre
Breton, Rene Margritte, Luis Bunuel,
and Salvador Dali loaded their work
with symbolism in order to convey
an uncanny but fascinating collision
of dream and reality. In this 2-part
class we will explore how and why
Surrealists so often used clothing
– seemingly simple garments like
gloves, shoes, hats, and suits – as
potent symbols to express both
the personal and wider cultural
yearnings and anxieties of their time.

Romantic Love and Culture
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – October 23 & 30
Victor Karandashev,
Ph.D., is professor of
psychology at Aquinas
College. He is a scholar
whose major area
of research is the
study of love, a topic
about which he has published several
articles, chapters, and monographs.
His recent books Romantic Love
in Cultural Contexts (2017) and
Cross-cultural Perspectives on
the Experience and Expression
of Love (2019) are among the most
distinguished interdisciplinary
contributions to the field.
Love displays itself in different ways
because societal values, norms,
and traditions have a substantial
impact on people’s conceptions
of love and the ways they feel,
think, and behave in romantic
relationships. This class reviews a
cultural diversity of love, its multiple
connotations, and the parameters
of love in various cultural contexts.
Dr. Karandashev will explain how
cultures affect the connection
between love, sex, and marriage,
as well as people’s experience and
expression of love.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Call to register: 616.632.2430

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes – October 30 & November 6
Suzanne Eberle,
Ph.D., is a professor of
Art History at Kendall
College of Art and
Design. She specializes
in modern and
contemporary art,
with particular attention to aesthetic
issues of the body, including the
history of fashion.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Finding Our Way on the
Camino de Santiago
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

BACK

by Popu
lar
Demand

3 Classes – November 6, 13 & 20
Ann Zoellner, MA,
is a retired educator/
administrator…
and, a lifelong world
traveler. After 38
years with GRPS, she
decided to find her
way into the next chapter of her life.
With four friends, she walked the
ancient pilgrim path also known as
the Camino Frances, or the Way of St.
James.
Ann will begin sharing her journey
by showing the film, The Way,
written, produced, and directed by
Emilio Estevez, staring his father
Martin Sheen. Next, we will hit the
road, discussing this historical
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journey and the accomplishment of
completing this 500 mile walk from
the French Pyrenees to Santiago,
Spain. Finally, we will explore our
lessons learned, including why did
we walk, what did we bring (oh
yes…you carry what you bring),
where did we stay, what did we eat,
how many blisters did we treat, and
most of all, how did we share the
joy of this extraordinary experience
with other pilgrims.
M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

The EU after Brexit
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes – November 13 & 20
John Constantelos,
Ph.D., is professor
of political science
at GVSU. He earned
his doctorate at
Duke University and
masters’ degrees at
Johns Hopkins and Tufts. His research
and teaching specialization is in the
fields of European Union politics and
international political economy.
European unity has been fractured
by the planned withdrawal of
the UK from the EU, the rise of
nationalism on the Continent,
and from longstanding economic
problems. We will discuss the future
of the EU after Brexit. Might the EU
dissolve entirely? What holds the
EU together? What does the EU do
for ordinary citizens? What must EU
leaders do to reestablish confidence
in this extraordinary experiment in
international cooperation?
M: Bronze $34 Silver $42 NM: $40

“Pure Presence”: Protocol for
Compassionate Listening
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – November 13 &
December 11
Janice Lynne Lundy,
Ph.D., is an educator,
inter-spiritual director/
guide and retreat
leader. She is the
author of several
spiritual growth
books.

COURSES CONT.
“Pure Presence,” transforms
our ability to offer the deepest
empathy and spiritual care to
others. It is presence that welcomes
each individual we meet with
wholeheartedness and compassion,
not an easy thing to do today given
our ethnic, religious, and political
differences. This program can benefit
everyone in everyday settings to
help heal and uplift relationships that
may have become fractured in these
challenging and divisive times.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Enter the Dungeon!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes – December 4 & 11
Ian M. Borton, Ph.D.,
is associate professor
of communication
at Aquinas College.
Dr. Borton graduated
from Bowling Green
University joining
the Aquinas faculty in 2008. He loves
teaching art, Shakespeare, and the
Black Death.
Controversial and misunderstood,
Dungeons and Dragons (D&D) is a
cooperative, dice-rolling, pencil-andpaper, “role-playing” game, in which
players adopt the personas of unique
fantasy heroes on epic quests.
Since being prominently featured
in media such as Netflix’s Stranger
Things and The Big Bang Theory, D&D
has never been more popular. The
game has something for everyone:
problem-solving, riddles, teamwork,
improvisation, history, fantasy,
battles, monsters, baddies, and
surprises! For three years Dr. Borton
has used D&D to teach students
about negotiation, deception,
leadership, and group work. Curious
to learn what’s in the dungeon? Join
us to learn D&D’s history, cultural
impact, and relevance. Maybe even
roll some dice yourself! (Reading
glasses recommended.)
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

THURSDAY
Dutch Immigration:
It Was Much More Than
West Michigan
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

walking tour of Saugatuck’s history
and architecture.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14
Maximum 25 – Members Only
Arrive no later than 9:45 a.m. at
130 Center Street Douglas MI.

4 Classes - October 24, 31,
November 7 & 14

How Democracies Die:
A Book Discussion

Robert
Schoone-Jongen,
Ph.D., Associate
professor of history
(Emeritus) at Calvin
University, continues
to research the
history of American immigration,
especially Dutch immigration.

Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Dutch immigrants are a big part of
West Michigan’s history. But the full
Dutch story is even bigger. We will
look at the early Dutch immigration
to the Hudson River Valley in the
1600s, the communities that grew
on the Great Plains and in the
Far West after the Civil War, and
the enclaves that thrived in the
Northeastern United States that
began as way stations for the Dutch
immigrants who came to Michigan.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

History at the Lakeshore:
Saugatuck and Douglas,
Art, Architecture &
History Walking Tour
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
1 Class – October 24
Eric Gollenneck,
Ph.D. in American art
history, is the director
of the SaugatuckDouglas History
Center. He studied
early American
decorative arts at Winterthur
Museum.
Join Dr. Gollenneck on a walking
tour to see and hear about the
history of Saugatuck-Douglas.
Starting at the 1866 Douglas
Union School, we will visit current
exhibits on area art history like the
Great Lakes shipwrecks display.
After Douglas, we will drive to the
Saugatuck Woman’s Club to begin a
7

3 Classes – October 24, November 7
& 21 (meets every other week)
Heather Tafel, Ph.D.,
is associate professor
of political science at
GVSU. Her research
centers on postSoviet Russia, and
she also teaches on
comparative democratization.
Political authors, Steven Levitsky
and Daniel Ziblatt, are asking if
our democracy is in danger. Their
recent book, How Democracies
Die takes the view that analyzing
the vulnerabilities of American
democracy today requires a
comparative examination of
how democracies broke down
in earlier eras. Levitsky’s and
Ziblatt’s expertise on democratic
governance in Latin America and
Europe makes them particularly
concerned with the degradation
of norms, what they call the soft
guardrails of democracy. Norm
erosion in the U.S. began long
before President Trump ran for
president, but may be eroding even
more quickly now.
M: Bronze $51 Silver $42
Maximum 35 – Members Only

Questions
I Have Asked Myself Series
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
The questions
don’t stop once we
leave school. Dave
Kampschulte,
director of Amazing
Circles Workshops,
will facilitate this
thought provoking series with
discussion and activities. Register for
all four dates, or pick the one(s) that
interest you!

M = members

NM = non-members

Oct. 31 – Things I Used to Think
Were True – We all grew up with a
set of beliefs that were imprinted
upon us by parents, schools, and
religion. How have they changed
and how have we lived our lives
differently because of those
changes?
Nov. 7 – Once Upon A Time – Every
story, including ours, starts with this
line. Who and what has influenced
your path in life? Did you know it at
the time? Whom do you influence
today?
Nov. 14 – Two Ears, One Mouth –
We are not solitary people. What
have we learned about taking time
to listen to others and ourselves?
Nov. 21 – The End of the Line, or
Just Making a Transfer – A spectrum
of belief exists surrounding the age
old question, “What happens after
death?” How has this changed for you
and how does it affect how you live?
M: Bronze $17 per Silver $14 per
Maximum 16 - Members Only

Medicine and Calendars
in Biblical Times
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
3 Classes – October 31,
November 7 & 14
Sheldon Kopperl,
Ph.D., is Professor
Emeritus of Biomedical
Sciences and Liberal
Studies at GVSU.
Retiring after a 47-year
career there, he taught
history of science and religious studies
classes among others.
Disease, healing, and remedies
are mentioned throughout the
Bible, both the Hebrew Scriptures
(Old Testament or TaNaKh) and
the New Testament, from Genesis
to Revelation. This three-week
session will investigate a number
of examples of such medical
situations based on the data from
the Biblical texts as well as the
medical knowledge available to
scholars during Biblical times from a
history of science perspective. This
discussion will include what both
Testaments call “leprosy,” but will not
be limited to this one example. We
shall also explore the lunar and solar
calendars known to the Biblical

Call to register: 616.632.2430

editors and how they played a vital
role in revolutionizing the science of
astronomy as the Middle Ages came
to an end.
M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Drawing from Photographs
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
4 Classes – October 31,
November 7, 14 & 21
Local artist, Scott
Kenyon, studied
portrait painting
and drawing at
The Maryland Hall
for Creative Arts in
Annapolis as well as
The Chesapeake Fine
Art Studio. In this class, students
will learn the importance of shapes,
values, edges and design. Students
need to bring several photographs
to the class. Materials provided will
be graphite pencils, erasers and
drawing paper.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56
Maximum 14– Members Only
Please add $5 fee

Epidemics and their Impacts
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
3 Classes – November 21,
*December 5 & 12
(*skip date Nov. 28)
Karin Maag, Ph.D., is
the director, of the H.
Henry Meeter Center
for Calvin Studies - one
of the world’s foremost
collections of works on
or by John Calvin - and
professor of history
at Calvin University. She earned her
doctorate from the University of Saint
Andrews, Scotland.
This three-week course will
consider the causes and impacts of
three major epidemics on human
populations from the 14th century
until today: the Black Death in the
1340s and 1350s, the influenza
epidemic after World War I, and the
current Ebola epidemic. We will
examine the various approaches
and reactions of government
leaders, medical personnel, and
clergy–and seek to understand
8

the wider impact of these diseases
on society, the economy, politics,
and faith. The course will feature
illustrated lectures, short readings,
discussions, and video clips.
M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

The Repercussions of
American Wars Series
with Gleaves Whitney
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Join Gleaves Whitney,
director of the GVSU’s
Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies,
for a new lecture series
on the impacts of
American Wars.
November 14 - The Electoral
College: Love It or Leave It One
year out from Election Day 2020,
Americans are in a boil over the
Electoral College. This much
misunderstood and debated
institution has passionate defenders
and detractors in both major parties.
In this presentation, Gleaves will
first review the facts and revisit the
Framers’ rationale for establishing
the Electoral College in the first
place. Then, he will delve into the
nation’s heated debates to conserve,
alter, or abolish the College at
various times in our history. We
will conclude with whether the
College can withstand the withering
criticism it faces today, or whether
it should be significantly altered or
scrapped altogether.
December 12 - Ten Myths of
American History: A Reality
Check. Americans love to
mythologize the past, especially
for political purposes. Some of our
incomplete or misleading legends
are just quaint stories for kids.
But other narratives we construct
about ourselves can lead to
significant misunderstanding. In this
presentation, Gleaves will unpack
ten “myths” of U.S. history that
deserve scrutiny and correction. The
truth, it turns out, is stranger than
fiction.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20
Note: Price is per lecture
Location: Donnelly Center

COURSES CONT.
Building Cities
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class – December 5
Mark Miller, AIA
AICP, is Managing
Director of Planning
and Design for
Downtown Grand
Rapids, Inc. As a
licensed architect
and a certified planner, Mr. Miller has
focused his career on urban design
solutions and planning activities in
Michigan.This work has included city
and neighborhood masterplans and
private-sector development projects –
including Studio Park in Grand Rapids
and Plaza Roosevelt in the Roosevelt
Park neighborhood.
The urbanist Jan Gehl once said
that “a good city is like a good party
– people stay longer than really
necessary because they are enjoying
themselves.” What does this mean
in the context of building a city like
Grand Rapids? Mark will explore how
place-making, policy, design, and
people shape a livable, and lovable
city through the lens of buildings,
streets, and spaces. Part of the
discussion will include GR building
initiatives along with examples
of high quality, people-centered
urbanism from recent trips to
London, Paris, Madrid, and Barcelona.
The stories of place will demonstrate
purposeful initiatives that helped
shape our downtown into a place
that is loved by the community.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

FRIDAY
Heritage Hill Haunted
Walking Tour
Friday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
1 Class – October 25
Caroline Cook has
a love for everything
Grand Rapids. She
founded Grand Rapids
Running Tours in
2014. Caroline tells
fascinating tales and
gives guided tours of
Grand Rapids –

highlighting the city’s culture, history
and growth.

As Curator Emeritus, he works on
special projects for the Planetarium.

Are you surprised that there are
ghosts in Heritage Hill? Don’t be.
The stately homes of Heritage Hill
may reflect the grace and formality
of another era, but because most
of these Victorian dwellings were
built in the late 1800s ghost stories
abound. Why? There were a lot of
deaths and funerals in these homes
during this period. So tenacious
and playful spirits are still hanging
around. Some of the accounts
are scary, some believable, some
not. Some are legends from long
ago, some are recent. Students will
explore this beautiful neighborhood
(if you dare), while Caroline tells
spooky tales that have been passed
on to us by either present or onceoccupants of the houses.

Huge telescopes now being built or
planned in the southern hemisphere
promise new revelations about the
vast universe of which we humans
are a small but significant part. Earlier
this year, Dave traveled to Chile to
observe wonders of the southern sky
invisible from Michigan, but also to
learn firsthand about giant optical
and radio telescopes and why Chile
has become “the place for cutting
edge astronomical research. Join
Dave as he previews the instruments
that orbit the earth, those on the
moon, and those launched into deep
space, and what they may one day
reveal.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14
Maximum 25 – Members Only
Meet at 9:45 a.m. in the JW
Marriott Hotel lobby, near the
front desk – dress for the weather!

Gentle Yoga
Friday 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
4 - One hour classes – October 25,
November 1, 8 & 15

Carolyn Heines has been teaching
classical yoga in Grand Rapids since
1979. Carolyn will teach a gentle
yoga with relaxation techniques.
Please bring a yoga mat and
blanket to class.
M: Bronze $32 Silver $24
Maximum 20 – Members Only
Location: Donnelly Center

Big Eyes (and Ears) – Amazing
Discoveries Await!
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes – November 1 & 8
David DeBruyn, MA
in Astronomy from U
of M, served as chief
curator of the Roger B.
Chaffee Planetarium
for four decades
before retiring in 2003.
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M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Geography of Thought: How
Culture Shapes Our Thinking
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class – November 1
David Bernstein,
Ph.D., professor
emeritus of
psychology at GVSU.
Are the basic
thought processes
the same for all
humans, such as problem solving,
categorizing objects or perceiving
our environments? There is a
compelling case to be made
that our physical and cultural
environments shape aspects of our
perceptions and thought, and that
there are significant differences
between cultures. There seem to
be striking differences between
cultures that are “descended from”
classical Chinese culture and
those “descended from” classical
Greek culture. For example, East
Asians tend to see problems more
holistically and less analytically
than many Westerners, especially
Anglophones. Dr. Bernstein will also
examine some subtle differences
found between East Asian
subcultures.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

M = members

NM = non-members

What Does it Mean
to be Healthy?
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class – November 15
Jeffrey Byrnes, Ph.D.,
joined the faculty
of GVSU in 2018. He
completed his Ph.D.
work at the University
of Essex, UK. These
days his research
is on normative standards in the
philosophy of health and normative
standards in philosophy of art
What is health? How do we know
what a healthy body is supposed to
do or look like? Where do physicians
get the standards that they hold
their patients up to? Can those be
changed? Is mental illness a physical
illness? All of us are bound to interact
with the health care system. The way
it works and judges has a profound
impact on our lives and the lives. Yet,
we often fail to reflect on just what
assumptions ground the science and
practice of the healthcare system.
Come explore theories about the
nature of physical and mental health
and philosophize about key issues in
health care.

The Science of Alzheimer’s
Disease: Preventing Dementia
by 2025 or Earlier
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class – November 22

REPEA
T

David Morgan,
Ph.D., is Director
of the Alzheimer’s
Alliance and Global
Impact professor
of Translational
Sciences at MSU and
internationally recognized for his
work on immunotherapy and gene
therapy to treat Alzheimer-related
pathologies.
Dr. Morgan will discuss the
history of Alzheimer’s disease, our
understanding of the causes of
the disease, and our most recent
attempts to intervene in the disease
process. Current medications for
Alzheimer’s treat the symptoms but
not the underlying 20 year disease
process. Recently, medications have
been developed that may provide
help in treatment and prevention.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Screen Queens: Fact vs. Fiction
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Classes – December 6, 13 & 20
Attention
Lords and
Ladies!
Her Royal
Highness,
the Queen,
has been
portrayed in Hollywood film for
decades, but have those portrayals
been historically accurate? Was
there really a love triangle between
Queen Anne and favorites Sarah
Churchill and Abigail Masham?
How have makeup and costuming
brought these monarchs to life?
And what is Hollywood’s obsession
with British royalty? Join film buff
and frequent OLLI presenter Ian
MacNeil and royal history buff,
fact checker–along with OLLI
student and retired attorney, Mary
Williams, as they analyze famous
films featuring Mary Queen of Scots,
Queen Anne, Queen Elizabeth I and
II, and Queen Victoria. FACT: Judi
Dench can play them all!
M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

FREE MEMBER CLASSES
Upcoming
Travel Opportunities
through OLLI at Aquinas
MYSTERIES OF INDIA
January 30 – February 13, 2020
CULTURAL TREASURES
OF JAPAN
April 17-30, 2020
WONDERS OF
NEWFOUNDLAND
June 1-12, 2020
CANADIAN ROCKIES
BY TRAIN
September 30 – Oct. 7, 2020
An informational presentation
will be held Thursday, Oct. 24,
2019 11:45 a.m. Browne Center.
Contact Susan Kohloff at
skk003@aquinas.edu
or 616-632-2430
for more information

Call to register: 616.632.2430

Taking Great Pictures
with the iPhone!

Best (and Worst)
Christmas Songs Ever

Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
November 22
Are you struggling to take good
photos with your iPhone camera? It’s
actually easy to take stunning pictures
with the iPhone; you just need to
know how to use the camera settings.
In this presentation, you’ll learn how
to use the built-in camera app to take
incredible photos, and you’ll discover
some hidden features that you never
knew were there! Learn how to use
your phone for great photos from
Susan J. Smith, former Grand Rapids
Press writer, who has traveled and
photographed many fascinating and
exotic people and places.

Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
December 13
We all know the wonderful songs of
Christmas like “White Christmas,”
“Silver Bells,” “Silent Night,” but have
you ever heard Rev. J. M. Gates 1929
mini sermon, “Will Death be Your
Santa Claus?” Or his “Did You Spend
Christmas in Jail?” Say Amen. Of
course, how can we forget, “Gramma
Got Run over by a Reindeer”
or “Daddy’s Drinkin’ Up Our
Christmas.” Join Jon VanderPloeg,
avid record collector, listener and
music historian, and you will get the
best and the worst of the Christmas
songs ever written, as well as a whole
lot of fun. Christmas cookies (best
only) and punch will be served!
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Registration Form (Fall II 2019-2020)

Pricing Structure

Name(s)_________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________

NM

BRONZE

1X

$20

$17

SILVER
$14

2X

$40

$34

$28

City_______________________________________ Zip____________________

3X

$60

$51

$42

Home #_________________________Cell #___________________________

4X

$80

$68

$56

1-HOUR

—

$8

$6

4-HOUR

—

$32

$24

Email __________________________________________________________
Membership (2019-2020 academic year)
q Bronze $25
q Silver $60
q Gold $425

Courses

# of Classes

MONDAY
Last Stands in History Series
10/21 – Enough
11/4		– A Magnificent Failure
11/18 – Iklwa
12/2		– Showdown
12/9		– Punishing the Parasite
Presidential Primaries and Caucuses
Exploring the Humanities
Taylor Caldwell Book Discussion
Mid-Day Mindfulness Meditation
Photography Changes
17th Century Dutch Painting
Finding and Following God’s Footsteps

**Additional fees may apply**

Price

1
1
1
1
1
2
4
4
4
2
4
2

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

TUESDAY
Trick or Treat: Will Britain Finally “Brexit?”
1
Michigan True Crime Stories
1
20th Century Music
3
Spiritual Alchemy: It Works!
2
Why are Prescription Drugs so Expensive?
2
Kent Co. Recycle Tour
1 Hour
Psychological Trauma and WWI
2

________
________
________
________
________
________
________

WEDNESDAY
The Cold War in the Third World
Romantic Love and Culture
Surrealism: Dreams, Desire & Fashion in Art
Finding Our Way on the Camino de Santiago
The EU after Brexit
“Pure Presense”
Enter the Dungeon!

________
________
________
________
________
________
________

q Credit Card

q Mastercard/Visa

3
2
2
3
2
2
2

Courses

# of Classes

THURSDAY
Dutch Immigration
Saugatuck & Douglas Walking Tour
How Democracies Die: A Book Discussion
Questions I Have Asked Myself Series
10/31 – Things I Used to Think Were True
11/7		– Once Upon A Time
11/14 – Two Ears, One Mouth
11/21 – The End of the Line
Medicine and Calendars in Biblical Times
Drawing from Photographs **Add $5**
Epidemics and their Impacts
American Wars – Series with Gleaves Whitney
11/14 – The Electoral College:
			 Love It or Leave It
12/12 – Ten Myths of American History
Building Cities

Price

4
1
3

________
________
________

1
1
1
1
3
4
3

________
________
________
________
________
________
________

1
1
1

________
________
________

FRIDAY
Heritage Hill Haunted Walking Tour
1
Gentle Yoga
4 – 1 Hr classes
Big Eyes (and Ears)
2
Geography of Thought
1
What Does it Mean to be Healthy
1
The Science of Alzheimer’s Disease
1
Screen Queens: Fact vs Fiction
3

________
________
________
________
________
________
________

MEMBER FREE CLASSES
11/22 – Taking Great Pictures with the iPhone! 1
12/13 – Best (and Worst) Christmas Songs Ever 1

________
________

Total Amount $_________

q Discover

CC # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ Exp Date: ___/___
Name (as it appears on the card)________________________________________________

Please call, or stop into the OLLI office to register – 616.632.2430
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Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

POSTMASTER PLEASE DELIVER SEPTEMBER 21-25, 2019

Look for these exciting

January 2020 OLLI Classes
More History with Craig Benjamin

Fall II 2019

Civil War and the Valley City

Course Schedule

London and Scotland:
Art, Culture and Eateries

Classes begin: October 21, 2019
Registration Begins:
Monday, September 23, 2019

Conscientious Aging

Phone: 616.632.2430
Fax: 616.732.4480
aquinas.edu/olli

MISSION
STATEMENT

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Aquinas
College is a community of adults joining together to
achieve personal transformation of mind, body, and
spirit through lifelong learning and community service.

Call to register: 616.632.2430
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Like us on
Facebook

