
DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Welcome back Spring – and Snowbirds. Join us here for enlightenment  
and great fun. Memberships are now half price – great time to join!

 Sheila Pantlind

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Crooks, Cranks, 
Creeps, and 
Curmudgeons – 
Series with  
Dr. Fred Johnson 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

American Folk Lore 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Impressionism in 
Painting and Poetry: 
A Writing Workshop 
1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Anne’s Book 
Discussion:  
Somerset Maugham 
(1874-1965) 
11:30-1:30 p.m. 

Women in the 
Reformation 
1:30-3:30 p.m.  

New Orleans - 
America’s Musical 
Fertile Crescent 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Exquisite 
Architecture of  
New Orleans 
9:30-11:30 a.m. 

History of What 
Many Consider the 
Greatest Drug Ever 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The Search for 
Michigan’s Best with 
Amy Sherman and 
John Gonzalez 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Marcelo Lehninger - 
Music Director  
GR Symphony 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Deep Roots: The 
Ballad Tradition 
1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Medieval Art,  
ca 800-1200 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

A Visit to Both  
Ends of the World 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Religious Movies:  
From Miracles, 
Prophecy, and  
Life after Death 
1:30-4:00 pm

Baseball 
Continued… 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

From Broadway 
with Love 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Controversial  
Nobel Prize  
Winners 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

How the Bible  
Came to Be 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

The Sixties: A 
Watershed Year! 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

East Africa 
Adventure 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Fun with the Judge 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Irish Immigration 
to Michigan in 
the Nineteenth 
Century: The  
Push and the Pull 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Late Tudors 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

The Play’s the Thing 
1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Awareness  
through Movement 
11:30-1:30 p.m.

The Repercussions 
of American Wars 
Series with Gleaves 
Whitney 
1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Detroit: Engine  
of America 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

We Need to Talk 
about Putin:  
A Book Discussion 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Christianity and 
Islam: Some Notes 
from the Field 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

More World 
Adventures with 
Gary and Jared 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Legends  
and Legacies 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Color In  
Watercolor Painting 
11:00- 1:00 p.m.

Paris Cemeteries 
Revisited 
9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Give ‘Em Hell, Harry! 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

A Review of 
Groundbreaking 
Lawsuits Centered  
on Song and Music 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

FREE MEMBER 
CLASSES

Big Eyes under 
Atacama Skies 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

What’s Going On  
in Ada? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
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SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Spring 2020

April 1 – May 29

Spring 2020 Registration 
Begins Monday, March 16, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.
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MONDAY
Crooks, Cranks, Creeps, and 
Curmudgeons – Series with  
Dr. Fred Johnson 
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Fred Johnson, Ph.D., 
is associate professor 
of history at Hope 
College. His primary 
field of study is 19th 
Century U.S. History. 
Dr. Johnson has 

received many awards including the 
Hope Favorite and Most Outstanding 
Professor Awards.
OLLI is pleased to continue to host 
this lecture series with Dr. Fred 
Johnson.
April 6 – Pied Piper of Lies 
– He promised them peace 
and harmony so they gave up 
everything and followed him into 
a nightmare.
April 20 – Not to be Trifled With – 
Their male counterparts laughed 
and dismissed them, but these 
women turned the tables and 
made their voices heard.

April 27 – Corruption Par 
Excellence – They cajoled, 
connived, and dominated, 
punishing those who rebelled, but 
their reigns came to an end.
May 4 – All or Nothing – People 
called them cranky, kooks in 
pursuit of impossible dreams and 
the people were right, until they 
weren’t.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20 
Note: Price is per lecture 
Location: Donnelly Center

American Folk Lore
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – April 6 & 20 *Skip April 13 

Jason Stevens, Ph.D., 
is assistant professor of 
English at Cornerstone 
University. He earned 
his degrees from the 
University of Dallas.
This class will be 

a funny and thoughtful look at 
Tall Tales, Folk Lore, and Native 
American Myths and Legends. Jason 
will begin with tales from the West, 
then, focus on the folk lore work of 
Zora Neale Hurston in the south,  
 

ending then with Native American 
myths and legends. 
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Impressionism in Painting and 
Poetry: A Writing Workshop
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
4 Classes – April 6, 20, 27 & May 4 
*Skip April 13

Miriam Pederson is 
an emeritus professor 
of English at Aquinas 
College. She has been 
published in many 
poetry journals, 
anthologies and 

magazines. She has also authored 
a poetry chapbook titled, This Brief 
Light.
Miriam aims to inspire those 
who love the Impressionists and 
are interested in writing poetry. 
Like Impressionist paintings, 
Impressionist poetry is comprised 
of short, swift “brush strokes” 
that capture the, often abstract, 
experience of the poet who has 
been struck by a simple observation. 
The moment will pass swiftly by and 
disappear if not documented 

PRO-RATED MEMBERSHIPS 
STILL AVAILABLE
Because OLLI’s year is half over, we have reduced our annual Bronze and Silver 
membership fee by 50%. As of February 1, Bronze Memberships are only $12.50,  
and Silver Memberships are $30 through June 2020.

All membership advantages still apply with reduced pricing on tuition classes.

When you purchase a membership, you help the OLLI at Aquinas College program!

OLLI TUITION COURSES

• No OLLI credit/refund will be given without a 5 business day notice - credits must be used before the academic year ends.
• All classes held in the Browne Center (2001 Robinson RD SE) unless noted or notified.
• Class cancellations due to weather at OLLI are based on Aquinas College closing – please check local TV stations and aquinas.edu
• All special interest groups and small discussion groups require membership.
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in words or paint. Impressionist 
paintings will be the inspiration for 
participants to compose “poetry 
of the moment,” through, as 
Wordsworth put it, a “spontaneous 
overflow of powerful feelings.”
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56  
Maximum: 14 
Members Only 

Anne’s Book Discussion: 
Somerset Maugham  
(1874-1965)
Monday, 11:30-1:30 p.m.
4 Classes – April 27, May 4, 11 & 18

Ann Horwitz, J.D. 
received her Masters 
from Harvard and her 
J.D. from Cooley Law 
School.
Theodore Dreiser 
called Maugham “a 

great artist…a genius.” Maugham, 
Paris born, was British. He wrote 
novels, short stories and plays, 
serving as a British spy in both 
World Wars. Discussions: 4/27 
The Moon and Sixpence, a middle 
aged stockbroker abandons family 
and career to pursue his passion 
of painting, inspired by the life of 
Paul Gauguin; The Painted Veil, in 
Hong Kong a very fickle duped 
woman is forced to reassess life 
after an affair; 5/4 Of Human 
Bondage, an autobiographical 
novel; 5/11 Theater, a young 
couple immerse themselves in 
the world of the theater; 5/18 The 
Razor’s Edge, a young man seeks 
meaning of life in Paris, London, 
and India. Summaries available in 
advance; optional viewing of film 
adaptations.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56  
Maximum: 19 
Members Only

Women in the Reformation
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
1 Class – April 27

Grace Coolidge, 
Ph.D., Indiana 
University, teaches 
history in the Honors 
College, and the 
Women and Gender 
Studies Program at 

GVSU. Her teaching topics include 
early modern Europe; gender and 
sexuality; the European witch 
hunts; and European Civilization.
The sixteenth-century Protestant 
and Catholic Reformations were 
some of the biggest upheavals 
in European history, and women 
were actively involved in every 
aspect of the Reformations. This 
course will explore the gender 
roles in religion. The Protestants 
celebrated a “holy household” in 
which a loving partnership of man 
and (subordinate) wife raised the 
next generation in the new faith, 
while Catholicism included religious 
roles for women as saints and 
enclosed nuns. From the queens 
who dominated sixteenth-century 
politics to the peasant women who 
fought for their own religious and 
social ideas, studying women allows 
us to see how the Reformations 
played out in daily life.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

New Orleans - America’s 
Musical Fertile Crescent
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – May 4 &11

Join avid record 
collector and 
music historian, 
Jon VanderPloeg, 
attorney at Smith, 
Haughey, Rice 
& Roegge, as he 

takes students on another musical 
journey to New Orleans. Although 

all origins of music came through 
New Orleans, it must be recognized 
as the birthplace of Jazz, sending 
seedlings up the Mississippi 
to Memphis, Chicago, and off 
to New York, and beyond. The 
immense musical legacy of NOLA 
is undeniable. Jon will explore the 
origins of ragtime, traditional jazz, 
blues, soul and R & B, and styles 
that evolved from them. Students 
will listen to Scott Joplin, Louis 
Armstrong, Jelly Roll Morton, Fats 
Domino, and the Neville Brothers, 
just to name a few. Students will 
learn why NOLA, as an ethnic and 
cultural crossroad, was the source 
of this musical stew that came to be 
loved around the world.
 M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Exquisite Architecture  
of New Orleans
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
2 Classes – May 11 & 18

Experience New 
Orleans architecture 
with architectural 
researcher/historian, 
Pam VanderPloeg. 
Travel along 
with Pam to the 

Creole cottages, double-galleried 
townhouses and the shotgun-style 
homes in the French Quarter. Then 
take the St. Charles Streetcar to the 
mansions of the Garden District 
and pass by the French Colonial 
homes. She will also be certain to 
point out other historic styles of the 
American settlers, post-Louisiana 
Purchase. Pam will share images of 
the architectural history interwoven 
with the complicated and exotic, 
sometimes dark, history of the early 
French-Spanish city set against the 
rhythms of the jazz pioneers and the 
splendor of the second line. 
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

COURSES CONT.
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History of What Many  
Consider the Greatest Drug 
Ever Discovered: Opium
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – May 11 & 18 

Dave Evans, MS is a 
career research scientist 
with a graduate degree 
in zoology from the 
University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. He has 
had a 40 year career as 

a protein biochemist and molecular 
biologist that includes basic as well as 
pharmaceutical research.
The “Joy Plant” has been a blessing 
and a curse on mankind since its 
discovery many centuries ago. Dave 
will trace the history and science 
of opium from its ancients roots 
through today, including the use 
and abuse of the drug. He will also 
discuss the chemistry behind the 
past and current drugs that are 
derived from opium and the role 
they play in modern medicine 
today. Dave will conclude with a 
discussion of the current opioid 
crisis and talk about how we got 
there and how we might repair 
some of the damage that has been 
done. 
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

TUESDAY
The Search for Michigan’s Best 
with Amy Sherman and  
John Gonzalez
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class – April 21

Amy Sherman 
and John 
Gonzalez are 
award winning 
journalists of 
the “Michigan’s 
Best” team 

for MLive.com. John developed the 
popular “Michigan’s Best” series at 
MLive. Amy, a 20 year chef, joined 
John four years ago. She was a 

founder of the West Michigan Slow 
Food Chapter, and was host of the 
television show “The Great American 
Brew Trail.”
John and Amy are dedicated to 
seeking out best products and will 
focus on the very best food and 
drink that our state has to offer! 
Learn how they conduct a search, 
the logistics behind tasting 47 
different Bloody Marys, and why 
these searches matter. Hear behind 
the scene stories, and get to taste 
some of our “Michigan’s Best” 
winners and nominees products.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 
Maximum: 50 
Members Only

Marcelo Lehninger -  
Music Director GR Symphony
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class – April 21 

Join us at OLLI for 
a few hours with 
critically acclaimed, 
Marcelo Lehninger, 
Music Director of 
the Grand Rapids 
Symphony. He joined 

the Symphony 4 years ago and 
recently signed a five-year contract 
renewal that now extends through 
the 2025-2026 season. Awarded the 
2014 Helen M. Thompson Award 
for an Emerging Music Director by 
the League of American Orchestras, 
Lehninger has led symphony 
orchestras all over the world 
including New York City’s Carnegie 
Hall and the National Symphony 
Orchestra at the The Kennedy Center 
in Washington D.C. His background 
in violin and piano led him to the 
Conductors Institute at Bard College 
Conservatory of Music in New York 
where he received a master’s degree. 
This outstanding conductor will 
tell his journey in music as well as 
talk about the programs now and 
in the future at the Grand Rapids 
Symphony.
 M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Deep Roots:  
The Ballad Tradition
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
1 Class – April 28

As Ken Burn’s 
“Country 
Music” showed, 
the roots of 
American 
music extend 
deep into 

the folk tradition. In this lecture/
performance, musical friends Gary 
Eberle and Tom and Marcia Good 
take a trip through time to explore 
ancient ballads, their journeys from 
the British Isles to Appalachia, and 
their enduring attraction. The trio 
will explore enigmatic medieval 
lyrics, bloody broadside ballads, and 
love songs performed on guitar, 
banjo and harp. Along the way, they 
will talk about the “song catchers” 
who collected this fascinating 
music and share their own musical 
journeys. Gary is a professor 
emeritus of English at Aquinas 
College and also has performed 
folk and early music since his high 
school years. Tom and Marcia 
Good met over a banjo in 1975, and 
they have played music together 
and individually as liturgical, early 
music, folk, and at Spectrum Health 
Hospice as bedside musicians. In 
one form or another, the three of 
them have made music together for 
over thirty years.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Medieval Art, ca 800-1200
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Classes – May 5, 12, 19 & 26 

Henry Luttihuizen, 
Ph.D., received his 
doctorate from the 
University of Virginia 
and is a professor of 
art history at Calvin 
University. He has 

authored numerous books and 
articles on medieval and northern 
renaissance art.

MLive.com
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This four-week course will focus 
on four centuries of European art, 
with special attention given to 
the ways in which visual imagery 
informed religious practices and 
extended political power. Dr. 
Luttihuizen will address imagery 
associated with Charlemagne and 
the Islamic conquest of Iberia. He 
will focus on the tenth century, with 
special attention given to Germanic 
lands and the British Isles. He will 
also concentrate on the rise of 
monasticism and the promotion of 
religious pilgrimage.  Finally, he will 
examine late Romanesque and early 
Gothic art and architecture in the 
last class. 
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

A Visit to Both Ends  
of the World
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class - May 5

Becky Knack 
received a BA from 
Southwestern 
University in English 
literature and her MA 
in Linguistics from 
the University of 

Michigan. She taught for 21 years at 
East Grand Rapids High School. 
Some years ago, Becky and 
her husband, Wally, traveled to 
Antarctica, and then last year made 
the trip to the other end of the 
world to visit the Arctic. Becky will 
share with students the wonders of 
both, comparing and contrasting 
these two “ends of the Earth.” Of 
course, climate change will be under 
discussion as well as the fauna (lots) 
and flora (not quite so much!) The 
talk will include the fascinating 
landscapes which will, of course, 
include pictures. Becky strongly 
recommends travel to both, but 
hopes the armchair tour will be fun, 
informative, and inspiring.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Religious Movies:  
From Miracles, Prophecy,  
and Life after Death
Tuesdays, 1:30-4:00 pm  
(based on movie length)

Henry Idema, Ph.D., 
received a BA and 
an MA at U of M and 
a Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago 
and is an ordained 
Episcopal priest 

who did his theological training in 
Cambridge, MA. He has authored two 
books and for over 25 years has been 
writing columns for newspapers in 
West Michigan.
This series of movies will explore 
religion from a variety of angles, 
from miracles and prophecy to life 
after death.
May 5 - THE THIRD MIRACLE – 1999, 
starring Ed Harris and Anne Heche
May 12 - STOLEN SUMMER - 2003, 
starring Bonnie Hunt and Aidan Quinn
May 19 - WHALE RIDER - 2003, 
starring Keisha Castle-Hughes 
(nominated for an Oscar)
May 26 - WHAT DREAMS MAY 
COME, 1998, starring Robin Williams
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14  
Price is per date  
Maximum: 40  
Members Only

WEDNESDAY
Baseball Continued…
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
3 Classes – April 1, 8 & 15

Michael Stevens, 
Ph.D., teaches 
American and Russian 
literature and creative 
writing at Cornerstone 
University. Born near 
the Baseball Hall of 

Fame, Michael has written extensively 
on baseball history.
The final leg of our history of baseball  
journey will begin in the late 1980’s, 
then into the 1990’s through the 

roller-coaster ride of the ‘Great Home 
Run Chase’ of Sosa, McGwire, and 
Bonds; while also including the dark 
revelations of the Steroid Era. Dr. 
Stevens will continue his discussion 
by entering into the 21st century 
when baseball’s very fabric was 
not only shaken by unfettered free 
agency and salary escalation, but 
also cheered by the historic moments 
such as the Red Sox breaking the 
‘Curse of the Bambino,’ the Tigers 
returning to the pennant, and even 
the star-crossed Cubs rising to glory. 
Along the way, as always, Dr. Stevens 
will follow the quirky characters and 
innumerable numbers at the heart of 
baseball’s charm.
M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

From Broadway with Love
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class – April 8 

Gemini, 
Ann Arbor’s 
nationally 
known folk 
duo (twin 
brothers 
San and Laz 

Slomovits) return with an all-new 
program. At its heart are well-
loved songs from musicals such 
as Oklahoma, The Fantasticks, The 
Music Man, The Sound of Music, 
Fiddler on the Roof, and Oliver. 
Come hear — and sing along 
with! — “Edelweiss,” ”Sunrise, 
Sunset,” “Getting to Know You,” 
”Try to Remember” and more. Add 
in movie-musical songs  such as 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” 
“Blue Skies,” and “I Got Rhythm” 
and stir in a generous helping of 
classic American folk songs–all 
this performed on a stage full of 
instruments, and “Oh, What a 
Beautiful Morning” it will be! 
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20 
Location: Donnelly Center

COURSES CONT.
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Controversial  
Nobel Prize Winners
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
3 Classes – April 15, 22 & 29 

Sheldon Kopperl, 
Ph.D., is Professor 
Emeritus of 
Biomedical Sciences 
and Liberal Studies 
at GVSU. He retired 
after a 47-year career 

at GVSU, where he taught history of 
science and religious studies classes. 
He remains active in the GR Interfaith 
dialogue community.
Since 1901, Nobel prizes have been 
awarded nearly every year in five 
categories according to the will 
of inventor Alfred Nobel. These 
prizes in three scientific fields, 
literature and peace are announced 
in October annually. While many 
amazing discoveries, creative works 
of literature, and heroic attempts at 
World peace have been honored; 
not all the choices of the judging 
committees have received universal 
acclaim. Not only were there 
controversies in the peace awards, 
but also more surprisingly in the 
scientific and literature prizes as 
well. We shall spend an interesting 
three weeks discussing many of 
these controversies. Ponder which 
four US Presidents have won the 
peace prize and how do those 
awards stand up to history?
M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

How the Bible Came to Be
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Classes – April 22, 29, May 6 & 13

Rev. Maurice Fetty 
received degrees from 
Union Theological 
Seminary, NYC, and 
a MA from Butler 
University and a 
Master of Divinity 

from Christian Theological Seminary. 
Rev. Fetty, now retired, spent the 
majority of his career as minister of 
Mayflower Congregational Church. 
He has published over 15 books.

This course will be an examination 
of the Western world’s most 
influential, most translated, best-
selling book: the Bible. The 3000 
year history of the Bible is traced 
from origins, to composition, 
collection, and canonization, with 
an overview of its varieties of 
literature. Special attention will 
be given the development of the 
English Bible with a focus on the 
King James Version which is in the 
405th anniversary of its publication!
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

The Sixties: A Watershed Year!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Classes – May 6, 13, 20 & 27

Albert Bell, Ph.D., is 
a professor of history 
at Hope College. His 
research interests focus 
on ancient Rome in 
the first century A.D. In 
addition, to articles and 

stories, Dr. Bell has published historical 
mysteries for adults and children, his 
most recent, Death in the Ashes.
The year 1960 saw the first 
presidential election decided by TV. 
When Nixon and Kennedy weren’t 
debating we were watching new 
shows like My Three Sons, Andy 
Griffith, and The Flintstones. Psycho 
was terrifying movie audiences 
while Butterfield 8 was titillating 
them. Elvis was out of the Army and 
back in a recording studio. To Kill a 
Mockingbird and Advise and Consent 
were published. In many ways it was 
a watershed year.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

East Africa Adventure
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes – May 6 &13

Ann Zoellner, retired 
educational leader, 
earned her BA and 
MA from MSU in 
Communications/
Speech-Language 
Pathology.

In September 2019, Ann traveled 
to East Africa in search of an active 
journey....and she found it! She will 
share the planning, preparation and 
perils that went into this adventure. 
This includes trekking the mountain 
gorillas in Bwindi, Uganda, and 
photo safari drives in Kenya (Masa 
Mara and Ambos Eli National Parks) 
and Tanzania (Lake Manyara, Ngoro 
Ngoro Crater, and the Serengeti 
National Parks). Travel with her as 
each nation revealed their history, 
culture, and their part in protecting 
and securing the animal kingdom.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Fun with the Judge
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class – May 20

Judge Sara 
Smolenski was 
elected to the 
bench in 1990 and 
appointed by the 
Michigan Supreme 
Court as Chief Judge 

of the 63rd District Court in 1996. 
Judge Smolenski is as witty as she 
is wise so it is in her nature to tell 
stories that are entertaining. She 
will bring to OLLI not only classic 
stories from the Bench and her life, 
but also new hilarious ones. Sara is 
an outstanding judge whose job is 
difficult and demanding so finding 
humor in everyday life is often most 
comforting! Judge Smolenski is a 
favorite at OLLI!
M: $17 Silver $14 NM: $20 
Location: Donnelly Center

Irish Immigration to Michigan 
in the Nineteenth Century:  
The Push and the Pull
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class – May 27 

Patrick Commins, 
graduate of the 
University of Dublin, is 
a retired teacher and 
administrator from a 
school in Dublin. 
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He is a student of Irish history which he 
presents to various groups in Michigan 
while visiting his cousin, Elizabeth 
Rice. Elizabeth received a BA from 
Albion and earned an MA from the 
University of Michigan. Both have a 
keen interest in people and history and 
have collaborated on the book, Irish 
Immigration to Michigan in the 
Nineteenth Century: The Push and 
the Pull.
Patrick and Elizabeth will present 
excerpts from their book which is 
made up of 83 stories, one from 
each of Michigan’s 83 counties 
where Irish immigrants came and 
lived in the 19th century. They will 
explore what drove people away 
from Ireland – the push, and what 
encouraged them to come to 
Michigan – the pull. These stories 
will be most interesting and told 
with the beautiful Irish brogue of 
Patrick.
M: $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

THURSDAY
Late Tudors
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes – April 2 & 9 

Gary Burbridge, 
Ph.D., history 
professor emeritus 
from GRCC, will 
discuss the reigns 
of Edward, Mary, 
and Elizabeth which 

will complete our investigation of 
the Tudor era. Each monarch will 
be presented, together with their 
place on overall English history. 
While Edward did not reign long, 
he still contributed to the overall 
development of Tudor rule, as well 
as moving the kingdom toward 
Protestantism. “Bloody” Mary will be 
reviewed within the context of her 
attempt to reestablish a Catholic 
reign, as well as her relationship to 
Philip II of Spain. Elizabeth stands, 
even today, as perhaps the greatest 
of the Tudor monarchs, and her 

reign gives us much to look at - the 
troubles with Mary Queen of Scots, 
the ongoing question of her marital 
status, and the attempt by Spain to 
conquer England by using her great 
armada.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

The Play’s the Thing
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
2 Classes – April 2 & 9

Gary Eberle is a 
professor emeritus 
of English at 
Aquinas College, 
and, most recently, 
an inductee in the 
Aquinas College Hall 

of Fame. He is a former writer for 
the Advance Newspapers where 
he won a national journalism 
award. Gary is also one of the most 
respected professors at Aquinas 
College.
This summer’s Stratford Festival 
features four Shakespeare plays and 
one spin-off. Hamlet and Hamlet-911 
pair up the English language’s 
most famous tragedy with what is 
billed as a hilarious comedy about 
an actor cast as the melancholy 
Dane who starts hallucinating just 
before a matinee performance. 
The new Tom Patterson Theater 
will feature Richard III, a play about 
the bad guy everyone loves to 
hate. Two comedies round out the 
Shakespearean offerings: Much Ado 
about Nothing and All’s Well That 
Ends Well. Whether you’re heading 
to Canada this summer or simply 
want to brush up your Shakespeare, 
these two sessions will provide an 
introduction to these plays and the 
exciting world of Shakespearean 
performance.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Awareness through Movement
Thursday, 11:30-1:30 p.m.
4 Classes – April 16, 23, 30 & May 7 

Alex Toenniges is 
a Guild Certified 
Feldenkrais® 
Practitioner with a 
passion for exploring 
human potential and 
helping people to 

“live fully their unavow dreams.” She 
trained at the Feldenkrais Institute of 
New York from 2015-2019. 
These awareness through 
movement classes will use gentle, 
exploratory movement to rewire 
the brain, to create mindfulness 
and ease of movement. The 
lessons through these classes 
will help participants find vitality 
and freedom from pain, increase 
strength and flexibility, improve 
balance and mobility, and enhance 
creativity and thinking. All classes 
will be done in chairs. Please wear 
loose, comfortable clothing.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56  
Maximum: 18, Members Only

The Repercussions of  
American Wars Series  
with Gleaves Whitney
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Gleaves Whitney, 
director of GVSU’s 
Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies, 
will continue this 
series of lectures on 
conflict in American 

history as seen through the eyes of 
its major antagonists. 
April 16 – The Quest for a Humane 
Economy - As a result of America’s 
“forever wars” and the Great 
Recession, the “Establishment” 
began to be seriously challenged 
starting with the Tea Party in 
2010 and, the Occupy Wall Street 
movement in 2011. The 2016 
presidential election confirmed that 
entirely new electoral alignments 
were afoot. On the right, people 
have shown less commitment to 
Reaganomics and are turning to 
nationalism and libertarianism. 

COURSES CONT.
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On the left, people have shown less 
enthusiasm for the Cold War welfare 
state and are embracing socialism. 
What’s happening to our economy 
and the culture that shapes it? 
Location: Browne Center
May 28 – The West and the Rest 
- Western civilization became the 
world’s dominant force after the 
16th century, not unlike Rome’s 
conquest of the ancient world. But 
the West’s ascendance was bought 
at the price of fragmentation—
spiritually, morally, and intellectually. 
In these postmodern times, the 
West has lost confidence in its self-
assuredness and now many people 
in the U.S. and Western Europe 
are questing for renewed spiritual, 
moral, and intellectual coherence. 
What are the prospects? 
Location: Donnelly Center
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20 
Note: Price is per lecture

Detroit: Engine of America
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class – April 23 

R.J. King, U of 
M graduate and 
award winning 
author, is currently 
editor of DBusiness 
magazine, 
DBusiness Daily 

News, and Detroit 500, all of 
which cover companies in metro 
Detroit and Michigan. Mr. King was 
a business writer for The Detroit 
News for 16 years, where he wrote 
more than 4000 articles covering 
economic development and other 
business sectors. He sits on the 
Board of many businesses, including 
DAC Executives Club and DAC Car 
Club. Mr. King is the author of four 
books, and at OLLI he will talk about 
his latest book Detroit: Engine of 
America, which details how Detroit 
grew from a French city to the Motor 
city. This book gives an explorer’s 
guide to Detroit, following the 
footsteps of well-known pioneers, 
inventors, and merchants. Detroit 
has turned the corner on its 
renaissance, but few people know 
how the city was, and still is, at the 

cutting edge of manufacturing, 
innovation, and culture!
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

We Need to Talk about Putin:  
A Book Discussion
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
3 Classes – May 7, 14 & 21 

Heather Tafel, Ph.D., 
is associate professor 
of political science at 
GVSU. Her research 
centers on post- 
Soviet Russia, and  
also teaches 

comparative democratization. 
Noted Russia expert, Mark Galeotti, 
says that the West gets Putin wrong. 
For this class, students will read his 
book to discuss many assumptions 
about Putin and how he governs 
Russia. Students will also learn about 
what the current research has to say 
about these assumptions so that 
we can develop a more nuanced 
understanding of contemporary 
Russia and Vladimir Putin’s 
leadership.
M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Christianity and Islam:  
Some Notes from the Field
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes – May 21 & 28

David Hoekema, 
Ph.D., professor 
emeritus of philosophy, 
Calvin University, 
has lived and taught 
in Kenya, Uganda, 
Ghana and South 

Africa, and he is the author of many 
books, including We Are the Voice 
of the Grass: Interfaith Peace 
Activism in Northern Uganda.
 Religion sparks conflict around the 
globe but can also nurture peace. 
Prof. Hoekema will describe what he 
observed earlier this year in three 
countries where Christians and 
Muslims live side by side. In Oman, 
an Arab state and a hereditary Arab 
monarchy, the unity of Islam and 

respect for all other religions are 
core values. In Egypt, the Christian 
presence is far larger but difficulties 
and tensions are greater. In Uganda 
(subject of a previous OLLI class) a 
remarkable interfaith peace initiative 
demonstrates that collaboration 
benefits everyone. Prof Hoekema 
will also describe a method of 
studying sacred texts together that is 
being followed in Oman and Egypt, 
leading to deeper insights for all.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

FRIDAY
More World Adventures  
with Gary and Jared
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Classes – April 3, 17, 24 & May 1 
*Skip date April 10 

Gary Hauck, Ph.D., is dean emeritus 
at Montcalm Community College 
where he has also taught world 
cultures and geography, religion, 
humanities, and history. His son, 
Jared Hauck teaches at Montcalm 
Community College and leads 
international group trips annually. 
Join Dr. Hauck as he and Jared 
take you on the following amazing 
adventures: 
April 3 - Asia’s Amazing Treasures: 
Israel, Jordan, Maldives, Sri Lanka,  
& Malaysia
April 17 - Europe’s Golden Gems: 
The Splendor of Italy & the Balkans
April 24 - South American Charm: 
Brazil, Argentina, Ecuador,  
& SurinameLanka 
May 1 – Mystical Islands of Europe: 
Azores, Greece, Cyprus & Malta
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80



M = members      NM = non-members9

Legends and Legacies
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class – April 17 

Caroline Cook has 
a love for everything 
Grand Rapids. She 
founded Grand Rapids 
Running Tours in 
2014. Caroline tells 
fascinating tales and 

gives guided tours of Grand Rapids – 
highlighting the city’s culture, history, 
and growth.
The Grand Rapids Community 
Legends Project was established 
by local philanthropist and 
businessman, Peter Secchia, and 
his family in 2008 with the intent of 
keeping local history alive. He made 
a pledge to provide downtown 
Grand Rapids with a selection of 
no less than 25 bronze tributes 
of Grand Rapids’ most notable 
contributors. Eleven years later, 
there are eleven 7-foot tall bronze 
sculptures placed throughout the 
urban core that have been gifted 
by the Project. In the words of Peter 
Secchia, “How will you know who 
you can be, if you do not know who 
you have been?” Discover who, what, 
and where on this blended tour of 
statue art and local history. 
M:Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Color In Watercolor Painting
Friday, 11:00-1:00 p.m.
4 Classes – April 17, 24, May 1 & 8 

Mary Ann Challa is 
a local artist and art 
educator. She studied 
art at GVSU and 
Aquinas College. She 
taught art for GRPS 
for many years, and 

she continues with her teaching as 
the “artist in residence” at Goodwillie 
Elementary in Ada and for OLLI at 
Aquinas!
Color in Watercolor Painting will be 
an introduction to the basics of color 
as it applies specifically to 

watercolor painting. Each session 
will include a demonstration and 
a specific watercolor technique. 
The instructor will be available to 
all students for critique, support, 
and encouragement. All levels of 
experience are welcome.
M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 
Note: Please bring your own 
supplies – a suggested list is 
available at registration.
Maximum: 12 
Members Only

Paris Cemeteries Revisited 
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
2 Classes – May 8 & 15 

Steve Soper, 
archivist and 
photographer, will 
once again take us on 
a tour of the history 
of those buried deep 
below the sculptured 

statues in Paris. Come explore the 
incredible outdoor art museums of 
Paris where you’ll “meet” some of 
the world’s greatest artist, musicians, 
writers, and many of France’s most 
revered historical, cultural and 
intellectual treasures. They’re all 
dead of course, but that doesn’t 
stop the French from leaving notes, 
stones, Metro tickets and otherwise 
paying homage not just to a person, 
but also to their own history.
M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Give ‘Em Hell, Harry!
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class - May 22

Grand Rapids 
based husband 
and wife team, 
Gary Mitchell 
and Mary Beth 
Quillin, bring a 
live, engaging 

theatrical experience to many 
organizations in West Michigan. This 
year, their company, GEM Theatrics, 
presents Give ‘Em Hell, Harry! by 
Samuel Gallu. This one-man show 

stars Gary Mitchell as Harry S. 
Truman, our 33rd President, and is 
directed by Mary Beth Quillin. The 
play and Truman are surprisingly 
timely again as it offers a refreshing 
view of a man who thought of public 
service as an honorable undertaking 
and a noble calling. It premiered in 
April, 1975 in Washington, D.C. and 
was attended by President Gerald 
R. Ford. This production contains 
strong language. Presented by 
permission of the Estate of Samuel 
Gallu.
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20 
Location: Donnelly Center

A Review of Groundbreaking 
Lawsuits Centered on  
Song and Music
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class– May 29

Local music 
aficionados “Brucie 
Bruce,” “Talk Show,” 
and “Smitty” (known 
in real life as Rhoades 
McKee attorneys 
Bruce Courtade, 

Tom Saxe and Mark Smith), 
explore, explain and highlight legal 
disputes – including Michigan 
courts and/or artists – involving 
legal issues ranging from freedom 
of speech (Dr. Dre and rap super-
group N.W.A. and their fights with 
the City of Detroit and Auburn Hills 
over 1st Amendment issues); to 
plagiarism (lawsuits brought by and 
against some of music’s biggest stars 
claiming songs or lyrics were stolen); 
to ugly break-ups and disputes over 
“custody” of the groups’ names and 
music. Featuring video clips and 
excerpts from some of the songs 
that will be discussed, this session 
promises to be toe-tapping, finger-
snapping (and may even feature 
some rapping).
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

COURSES CONT.

REPEAT
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FREE MEMBER CLASSES AT THE BROWNE CENTER 

Big Eyes under Atacama Skies
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
April 3
Dave DeBruyn, Curator Emeritus of the Chaffee 
Planetarium at the Grand Rapids Public Museum, 
invites OLLI members and guests to join him under 
the realistic recreation of the night sky in the Chaffee 
Planetarium. Through simulation, viewers will be 
transported to the high Atacama Desert of northern 
Chile, where, under an amazingly dark sky, they will view 
celestial wonders that never rise over Michigan. He will 
also show images from tours of natural wonders in the 
surrounding region, including mountaintop sites where 
the biggest eyes to the sky -- monstrous telescopes - ever 
conceived are under development. Note: Attendees 
must pay $5 entrance fee at the door of the GR Public 
Museum – includes parking in the museum ramp. You 
must still register with the OLLI office to be included in 
this class.

What’s Going On in Ada?
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
May 15
Join Jim Ferro, Planning Director for Ada Township and 
Kristin Wildes, Museum Manager of the Ada Historical 
Society and Averill Historical Museum, as they give the 
history of the Village of Ada as well as tell of the future 
plans. The re-visioning began in 2006 and in the last 15 
years, with the business district changes and the new 
businesses, the rejuvenation of the city is well on its 
way. Learn how they have blended the past with the 
new, and what will be happening next!

2020-2021 Travel Opportunities  
through OLLI at Aquinas

Discover the South Pacific Wonders  
October 20 – November 3, 2020

Journey through Egypt and Jordan 
 February 8-20, 2021

Greece Island Hopper  
April 17-27, 2021
Contact Susan Kohloff at  

skk003@aquinas.edu  
or 616-632-2430  

for more information.
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Spring 2020 Registration – Begins Monday, March 16, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

Pricing Structure

NM BRONZE SILVER

1X $20 $17 $14

2X $40 $34 $28

3X $60 $51 $42

4X $80 $68 $56

**Additional fees may apply**

Registration Form (Spring 2020)
Name(s)_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________  

City_______________________________________ Zip____________________  

Home #_________________________Cell #___________________________  

Email __________________________________________________________

Membership (2019-2020 academic year) qBronze $25 $12.50  q Silver $60 $30 

q  Credit Card q  Mastercard/Visa q  Discover

CC # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ Exp Date: ___/___

Name (as it appears on the card) _______________________________________________

Please call the OLLI office to register – 616.632.2430 | aquinas.edu/olli

Courses  # of Classes Price Courses  # of Classes Price
MONDAY
Crooks, Cranks, Creeps & Curmudgeons Series
 4/6 – Pied Piper of Lies 1 ________
 4/20 – Not to be Trifled With 1 ________
 4/27 – Corruption Par Excellence 1 ________
 5/4 – All of Nothing 1 ________
American Folk Lore 2 ________
Painting & Poetry Writing Workshop 4 ________
Book Discussion: Somerset Maughan 4 ________
Women in the Reformation 1 ________
New Orleans-America’s Musical Fertile Crescent 2 ________
Exquisite Architecture of New Orleans 2 ________
History of Opium 2 ________

TUESDAY
Michigan’s Best with Amy & John 1 ________
Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra 1 ________
Deep Roots: The Ballad Tradition 1 ________
Medieval Art 4 ________
A Visit to Both Ends of the World 1 ________
Religious Movie Series with Henry
 5/5 – The Third Miracle 1 ________
 5/12 – Stolen Summer 1 ________
 5/19 – Whale Rider 1 ________
 5/26 – What Dreams May Come 1 ________

WEDNESDAY
Baseball Continued… 3 ________
From Broadway with Love 1 ________
Controversial Nobel Prize Winners 3 ________

How the Bible Came to Be 4 ________
The Sixties: A Watershed Year! 4 ________
East Africa Adventure 2 ________
Fun with the Judge 1 ________
Irish Immigration to Michigan 1 ________

THURSDAY
Late Tudors 2 ________
The Play’s the Thing 2 ________
Awareness through Movement 4 ________
American War Series with Gleaves
 4/16 – The Quest for a Humane Economy 1 ________
 5/28 – The West and the Rest 1 ________
Detroit: Engine of America 1 ________
We Need to Talk about Putin: A Book Discussion 3 ________
Christianity and Islam 2 ________

FRIDAY
More World Adventures with Gary and Jared 4 ________
Legends and Legacies 1 ________
Color in Watercolor Painting 4 ________
Paris Cemeteries Revisited 2 ________
Give ‘Em Hell, Harry! 1 ________
Lawsuits on Song and Music 1 ________

MEMBER FREE
 4/3 – Big Eyes under Atacama Skies 1 ________
 5/15 – What’s Going on in Ada? 1 ________

Total Amount $ ________
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Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

POSTMASTER 
PLEASE DELIVER 
MARCH 9-13, 2020
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