
Director’s Note
With great optimism, we welcome our OLLI scholars back to the Browne Center for 
the first in-person classes in over 2 years. We are excited to finally be together again! 
Sheila, Susan, Corey & Carol

SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Spring 2022

April 4 - May 31, 2022

SPRING 2022 Registration 
Begins Monday, March 21, 2022

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dr. Fred Johnson 
Series - Red, White, 
and Black 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Photographic 
Memory: A Writing 
Workshop ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Empires and 
Colonies in History 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Michigan  
History with  
Dr. Matthew Daley 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

I’m Still Standing! 
Navigating the 
Second Half of Life 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The first disease 
modifying 
treatments for 
Alzheimer’s disease 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Creative Couples: 
Artist Husbands 
and Wives of the 
20th Century 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Death and Life in the  
Big Red One 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Make your Mark:  
Write a Children’s Book 
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Economic Reports ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Beyond Chanel: Women 
Design Fashion ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Golden Age of Radio 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Immigration  
Debates in America 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Steinbeck  
Marathon ZOOM! 
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

What’s all the Fuss about 
Children’s Literature? 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

What Type of  
Communicator Are You? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Civil War 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Jacobson’s Stores:  
We Miss Them So! ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Landscape and  
Portrait Drawing 
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Peace and Conflict  
in Modern Society 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Everything  
Grand Rapids with 
Caroline Cook 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Mature Sondheim 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Rethinking Russia: 
Beyond Stereotypes 
and Cold War 
Nostalgia 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Why Travel Matters 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Elvis, Beatles & Dylan 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Transform Your 
Genealogical  
Research into a  
Family History Book 
11:45 a.m. -1:15 p.m.

The Amish and  
the Mennonites 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

A Farewell to Books 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
US Foreign Aid: 
Objectives and 
Outcomes 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Is America a 
Christian Nation? 
Or Was It Ever?  
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Gerald Ford,  
We Hardly Knew Ye 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

What These  
Gray Hairs Have 
Taught Me 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
There and  
back again:  
The Mysteries  
of Bird Migration & 
More 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Benedict  
Arnold ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Homeland  
Security 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Hike and History  
at Aman Park 
11:45-1:15 p.m.
Birds of Michigan 
9:30-11:00 a.m.



Call to register: 616.632.2430 2

 

IN-PERSON CLASSES RETURN FOR SPRING! 
We are making every effort to have 
 in-person classes April - May 2022, 

with a few ZOOM only classes.

 
 

 
 
 

 

HALF PRICE MEMBERSHIPS STILL  AVAILABLE!
Bronze = $12.50 ($17/class)           Silver = $30 ($14/class)

REFER A FRIEND!
 

 

Register for 
SPRING 2022 OLLI Classes

Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND
processed.
For an OLLI Credit, a 2 business day notice is required BY EMAIL OR
PHONE.
Refunds are OLLI Credits ONLY to be used during the 2021-22 OLLI
Course Year.

Registration begins Monday, March 21
Call 616-632-2430

or email Carol - cag004@aquinas.edu
or Susan - skk003@aquinas.edu

*Masks and Face Coverings are required at all times in
Aquinas Buildings. Face coverings must cover both

mouth and nose.
*Maintain physical distance as best you can.

*Vaccines not mandated but STRONGLY encouraged.
*Wash your hands frequently.

 
 

*Masks and Face Coverings are required (pending State 
guidelines).

*Vaccines not mandated but STRONGLY encouraged.

*Wash your hands frequently.
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MONDAY
Dr. Fred Johnson Series -  
Red, White, and Black
Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
4 Classes - April 4, 11 & 25 and May 2

Fred Johnson, Ph.D. 
is professor of history 
at Hope College. His 
primary field of study 
is 19th Century History, 
specifically, the Civil 
War. Dr. Johnson 
has received many 
awards including the 

Hope Favorite and Most Outstanding 
Professor Awards.
April 4 - Revolution Inside the 
Revolution. When the American 
Revolution started they weren’t 
included, but by July 4, 1776 they’d 
taken ownership of the vision which 
declared: “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident that all men are 
created equal.”
April 11 - What Manner of 
Men. Unwanted, despised, and 
considered unfit, these two black 
soldiers repeatedly defied the 
doubters and naysayers, proving 
the true meaning of: Duty, Honor, 
Country.
April 25 - This Unrequited Love. 
Relentless injustice highlighted the 
challenges of devotion to a nation 
that despised its devotees, but the 
undaunted pressed forward to seize 
a citizenship already won.
May 2 - A Semper Fidelis First. 
America’s most elite fighting force 
had kept its doors closed to this 
warrior, so he kicked the door in and 
taught the elites some lessons.
Location: Donnelly Center

Photographic Memory:  
A Writing Workshop ZOOM!
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
4 Classes - April 4, 11, 25 and May 2

Miriam Pederson is 
an emeritus professor 
of English at Aquinas 
College. She has been 
published in many 
poetry journals, 
anthologies, and 

magazines. She has also authored 
a poetry chapbook titled, This Brief 
Light.
Photographs of you or people 
in your life, of beloved places or 
scenes that capture the culture of 
your generation, trigger specific 
emotions that can be translated 
onto the page. You will respond 
to your photographs in the form 
of poetry and creative prose, 
documenting precious life events 
that may have otherwise been 
forgotten. Assignments will be 
given each week focusing on 
one of the major stages of life: 
childhood, adolescence, adulthood. 
Each week your photograph and 
accompanying poem or prose piece 
will be projected to allow for class 
discussion. Maximum: 16

Empires and  
Colonies in History
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 classes - April 4 & 11

Gary Stark, Ph.D. is 
a retired professor of 
Modern European 
History at GVSU. A 
specialist on Germany, 
he studied and lived 
in both West and 

East Germany and is the author of 
several books on Modern German and 
European history and culture.
Much of world history has been the 
history of empires and conquest, 
resulting in mass migrations. Dr. 
Stark will look at and compare 
several empires throughout history, 
from the ancient Egyptian, Persian, 

Greek, and Roman empires, to 
various modern European colonial 
empires, such as the Spanish, 
French, and British, which lasted 
well into the last century. He’ll 
explore the different types of 
empires, how they were governed, 
how the conquerors justified 
conquest, and how colonists and 
the colonized interacted and often 
fundamentally changed each other 
beyond recognition.

Michigan History with  
Dr. Matthew Daley
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - April 25 & May 2

Matthew Daley, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of history at GVSU. 
Dr. Daley’s research 
focuses on urban, 
public and social 
policy; Great Lakes 

maritime culture and technology; 
and public history. He is on the 
Review Board for the State Historic 
Preservation Office and on the 
Michigan state Board for Social 
Studies Education.
April 25 - West to Far Michigan: 
Migration, Immigration, and the 
Lure of Land: While Michigan’s 
attractiveness to its residents is 
clear, during the early nineteenth 
century its leaders worried about 
drawing sufficient settlers to achieve 
statehood. They had questions such 
as: What factors made settlement 
possible? Why would people 
migrate/immigrate to Michigan at 
the edge of the American nation? 
And would some places do better 
than others? These questions would 
shape the coming of statehood and 
the future of Michigan.
May 2 - Reshaping the Flow: 
Creating the Physical World 
of Great Lakes Navigation, 
1880-1960: The Soo Locks, the 
Livingstone Channel, Gary Harbor, 
and the Welland Canal are all major 
pieces of the Great Lakes bulk 
freight network from Lake Superior 

OLLI TUITION COURSES
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to Lake Ontario. This presentation 
examines the work to create the 
harbors, the locks and channels, the 
loading and unloading equipment, 
and the managerial structure 
necessary for a complex navigation 
system.

I’m Still Standing! Navigating 
the Second Half of Life
Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 9

Dave Kampfschulte 
has been facilitating 
groups for personal 
growth for over 28 
years as chronicled in 
his book, Amazing 
Circles. He has 

presented workshops to businesses, 
schools, churches, and many more 
organizations.He counseled students 
at East Grand Rapids High School for 
many years and developed a Youth 
Development program that is a 
model for other schools in the state.
Join Dave as he examines the 
unchartered waters of our senior 
years: what got us here, what have 
we learned about ourselves, and 
how can we draw on our wisdom 
and strengths to adapt to the 
surprises and challenges of the ever 
changing second half of life?

The first disease  
modifying treatments for 
Alzheimer’s disease
Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 16

David Morgan, 
Ph.D. is Director 
of the Alzheimer’s 
Alliance and global 
impact professor of 
Translational Sciences 
at MSU. He is also 

internationally recognized for his 
work on immunotherapy and gene 
therapy to treat Alzheimer-related 
pathologies.

In 1999, the first study 
demonstrated that antibodies 
against amyloid (immunotherapy) 
could reduce amyloid accumulation 
in mouse models. The following 
year, immunotherapy was found 
to also prevent the memory loss 
in the mouse models. Twenty 
years later, the first anti-amyloid 
immunotherapy to treat Alzheimer’s 
was approved by the FDA, although 
with considerable controversy. This 
presentation will provide an update 
of the present clinical research on 
anti-amyloid immunotherapy, the 
data supporting such treatment, 
the side effects of these treatments 
and the controversy regarding its 
approval by the FDA.

Creative Couples:  
Artist Husbands and  
Wives of the 20th Century
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - May 16 & 23

Darlene 
Kaczmarczyk is an 
emeritus professor 
at Kendall College of 
Art and Design where 
she taught graduate 
and undergraduate 

photography and photo history.
When your significant other is 
also an artist, are your interactions 
competitive or collaborative? Do 
women artists always stand in the 
shadow of their men? We’ll look at 
20th century couples in the visual 
arts, examining their art, their 
lives, and their often-changing 
professional reputations. She will 
focus on Mexican painters Diego 
Rivera and Frieda Kahlo, American 
photographers Man Ray and Lee 
Miller, and architect/designers 
Charles and Ray Eames.

TUESDAY
Death and Life in the  
Big Red One
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - April 5 & 12

Jim Smither, Ph.D. 
is the director of the 
GVSU Veterans History 
Project and professor 
of history at GVSU. 
He received his BA 
from the University 

of Chicago and his MA and Ph.D. 
from Brown University. He specializes 
in military history, Renaissance, 
Reformation and early modern 
European history as well as oral 
history.
Dr. Smither traces the story of a 
World War II combat soldier, Sgt. 
Joe Olexa, who served in the 1st 
Infantry Division from 1940 through 
1944, following him from training 
through shipping overseas, landing 
in North Africa, Sicily and Normandy 
and fighting along the German 
frontier. Olexa, who lived in Grand 
Rapids from the end of the war to 
his death in 2000, wrote a memoir 
that Dr. Smither is now in the 
process of editing for publication. 
Olexa’s story is remarkably diverse, 
covering many aspects of the daily 
life of a soldier, both in camp and 
on the front lines, as well as his 
combat experiences, interactions 
with civilians, treatment in hospitals 
for both physical and mental 
injuries, and work training soldiers 
for combat at the end of the war. 
The name “big red” came from the 
red patches the 1st division wore to 
distinguish themselves from other 
divisions.
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Make your Mark:  
Write a Children’s Book
Tuesday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 Classes - April 5, 12, 19 & 26

Betty Epperly has 
taught self-publishing 
classes at various 
schools, colleges and 
organizations for over 
ten years. She has 
published anthologies 

including A Time to Serve: 
Remembering World War II and is 
the co-author of Ripple Effects: Ten 
West Michigan Nonprofits. Through 
her company, Crooked Tree Stories, 
she assists individuals in illustrating, 
writing and publishing life stories, 
novels and children’s books.
In this class, you will learn the 
fundamentals of writing children’s 
stories. Discussion topics will 
include story flow and themes, 
literary techniques, effective 
characterization, storyboarding, and 
more. Illustration and publishing 
options will be presented. Our lives 
branch out in unpredictable ways, 
but stories are universal. A book is 
one of the most personal gifts that 
you can give, and your family will 
treasure your creativity.  
Class size is limited to 20.

Economic Reports ZOOM!
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - April 5 & May 3

Jon Haveman is the 
Executive Director of 
the National Economic 
Education Delegation 
(NEED). He is a noted 
California economist, 
where he has been 

practicing since 2001. He has been a 
Senior Economist with the President’s 
Council of Economic Advisers, an 
Economist with the Federal Trade 
Commission. He holds a Ph.D. in 
economics from the University of 
Michigan.

April 5 - Economic Inequality 
Inequality in the United States has 
been increasing for both wealth 
and income over the last several 
decades.. During the pandemic this 
trend has accelerated. This Zoom 
presentation will address causes, 
consequences, and potential policy 
responses.
May 3 - Autonomous Vehicles 
Autonomous vehicles are coming! 
Or are they? Only time will tell. This 
talk on Zoom will be a discussion of 
what autonomous vehicles might 
mean for our lives, for government 
coffers, and for the environment. 
Many jobs will be lost, many will be 
created!

Beyond Chanel:  
Women Design Fashion ZOOM!
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - April 12, 19 & 26

Suzanne Eberle, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
emerita of Art History 
at Kendall College 
of Art & Design. Her 
areas of specialization 
include Modern and 

Contemporary Art, as well as art 
related to issues of the body, including 
the History of Fashion. She currently 
serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture 
Park.
Too often people assume that 
only male fashion designers have 
dictated clothing trends and 
historical tastes. But throughout 
the last 125 years, many women 
were at the forefront of sartorial 
innovation and successful business 
practices. Join Suzanne on Zoom 
as we go beyond the well-known 
Coco Chanel to explore who these 
female designers were, and how 
they contributed to the history of 
fashion.

The Golden Age of Radio
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
3 Classes - April 12, 19 & 26

Albert Bell, Ph.D. is 
professor emeritus 
at Hope College. His 
research interests 
focus on ancient 
Rome in the first 
Century A.D. Dr. Bell 

has written many contemporary 
mysteries, novels, and nonfiction.
From 1935-1950 American families 
gathered each evening to listen 
to concerts, plays, comedians, 
presidential chats, and at times 
news broadcasts from battlefields. 
The family radio occupied a central 
place in the house and in the 
daily lives of tens of millions of 
Americans. Dr. Bell will go from 
Vaudeville to the Airwaves - then to 
the War and Soaps - to lastly, radio 
you can see!

Immigration  
Debates in America
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - May 3 & 10

William Katerberg, Ph.D. 
is professor of history and 
director of the Program 
in Western American 
Studies at Calvin 
University. He is also the 
Curator of Heritage Hall, 
the archives of Calvin 

and the director of the Mellema 
Program in Western American Studies. 
Finally, he is the editor of Origins, the 
magazine published by Heritage Hall. 
His fifth publication, a concise book 
of 100 pages, Immigration Debates 
in America, is available in the Calvin 
University Campus Store.
American immigration policies 
have changed significantly over 
the past 200 years, but debates 
about them are recurring 
themes. Should the U.S. restrict 
immigration to prevent its ethnic, 
racial, and religious character from 
changing? Should any immigrant 
who accepts American political 

COURSES CONT.
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values be welcome? This debate 
began in the 1830s and 1840s, 
with campaigns against Irish-
Catholic immigration. Then it 
turns to anti-Chinese legislation 
(1870s–1920s), immigration policies 
about Europeans (1880s–1920s), 
the rejection of Jewish refugees 
from Hitler’s Germany (1930s), the 
Mexican American border region, 
and Muslim immigration today. The 
vision of who can be American has 
widened and become more diverse 
over time. By putting debates about 
immigration in historical context, we 
can better understand the practical 
and ethical considerations that 
shape immigration policies today.

Steinbeck Marathon ZOOM!
Tuesday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 Classes - May 3, 10, 17 & 24

Anne Horvitz, J.D. 
received her Masters 
from Harvard and her 
J.D. from Cooley Law 
School.
John Steinbeck 
(1902-1968) won 

the Nobel Prize for his realism, 
imagination, humor and perception 
of social issues. For class discussion 
on Zoom: 5/3 The Pearl and Cannery 
Row; 5/10 Sweet Thursday and 
Grapes of Wrath; 5/17 East of Eden 
and Of Mice and Men; 5/24 The 
Winter of Our Discontent and Travels 
with Charley. Several of these novels 
are short, yet poignant. Most are 
set on the coast and in the Salinas 
Valley of California, spotlighting 
injustice and fate of the poor and 
downtrodden. The course includes 
much about Steinbeck himself, his 
themes, literary style, and subjects 
of these novels.

What’s all the Fuss  
about Children’s Literature?
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - May 10 & 17

Jason Stevens, 
Ph.D. is assistant 
professor of English 
at Cornerstone 
University. He earned 
his degrees from the 
University of Dallas.

What about children’s literature? 
Dr. Stevens will discuss the history 
and development, including where 
it all began. He will also talk about 
why it’s the only type of literature 
defined by its readers and not 
necessarily by its content. What are 
the classic books for children and 
why are they classics? Why is this 
literature exploding today in an age 
of the internet? And, of course, this 
presentation will include why so 
many children’s stories are being 
banned from shelves.

What Type of  
Communicator Are You?
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 17

David Weinandy, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of Communication 
at Aquinas. Dr. 
Weinandy received 
the Outstanding 
Faculty Member (three 

times) by the Aquinas College Student 
Senate and Alumni Association. David 
was also acknowledged with Aquinas 
College’s Distinguished Service Award 
for his community service work and 
received an endowed Leadership 
Scholarship in his name from 
students.
During this practical session, 
you will learn about two specific 
Communication models that can 
increase relational understanding. 
First, we will explore how ways of 
thinking to achieve goals can result 
in three distinct communication 

styles called Message Design 
Logics. As you consider your 
Message Design Logic, we will 
discuss the effects, advantages, and 
disadvantages of each. Next, we 
will look at interpersonal conflict 
by assessing your preferred style 
of conflict resolution using the 
Thomas-Kilmann Conflict Mode 
Instrument. Becoming aware of our 
conflict management preferences 
gives us control over the messages 
we send and how we react.

The Civil War
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - May 24 & 31

John Pinheiro, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of history at Aquinas 
College and serves as 
Director of Catholic 
Studies and General 
Education. He has 

lectured widely and is the author 
of an award-winning book called 
Missionaries of Republicanism:  
A Religious History of the  
Mexican American War.
This two-part class will look at the 
causes of the American Civil War 
as well as at the war itself and the 
personalities involved.

Jacobson’s Stores:  
We Miss Them So! ZOOM!
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - May 24

Bruce Kopytek is 
an architect and 
graphic designer 
who writes, lectures, 
and maintains a 
blog called, “The 
Department Store 

Museum.” His book, Jacobson’s: I 
Miss It So was published in 1911, 
He is currently employed by Contour 
Companies, a development company 
in Detroit that is leading the design/ 
restoration of the historic Northland 
Shopping Center.
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Join Bruce as tells the history of 
Jacobson’s Department Store. 
Reenter the marvelous stores 
and meet the personalities who 
transformed Jacobson’s from its 
humble Reed City origins to a staple 
of sophistication throughout the 
country. The brainchild of a retail 
genius, this deluxe specialty store 
gave customers a peerless social, 
shopping and dining destination. 
Experience anew the refined beauty 
of its Williamsburg-style Grosse 
Pointe store, the chic designer world 
of its Birmingham ensemble, or 
the charm and allure of its original 
Florida branch in Sarasota, revealing 
the secrets which made Jake’s the 
dazzling store it was, and why it 
remains so profoundly missed by 
anyone who entered through its 
solid wooden door.

WEDNESDAY
Landscape and  
Portrait Drawing
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 Classes - April 6, 13, 20 &27

Local artist, Scott 
Kenyon, studied 
portrait painting 
and drawing at 
the Maryland Hall 
for Creative Arts in 
Annapolis as well as 

The Chesapeake Fine Art Studio. He 
is well known in the community for 
his incredible drawings/paintings of 
family pets.
In this Drawing class, students 
will learn the foundations of both 
landscape drawing and the human 
portrait. Students will learn: Values, 
edges, proportion and design. 
Students will be drawing landscapes 
and portraits from a photograph of 
their choice.  
Maximum: 12

Peace and Conflict in  
Modern Society
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
April 20 & 27

Roger Durham, Ph.D. University of 
Oregon, is Director of the International 
Studies Program and professor 
of political science. He is also the 
Palmatier Endowed Chair of Political 
Science at Aquinas. He is lovingly 
referred to as “Doc” by his Aquinas 
students. Deb Wickering, Ph.D., 
emeritus professor at Aquinas College, 
is discovering new ways to see the 
world through making and studying 
art. As an anthropologist, finding the 
exotic in the familiar, and the familiar 
in the exotic is her passion and joy.
This 2 week class will focus on 
current dynamics between “peace” 
and “war and conflict” in society. 
Through the lenses of a) cultural 
anthropological, and b) political 
science, we will discuss the 
tensions between peace studies 
and movements and those of 
conflict and violence. Time will be 
spent defining some basic terms 
and concepts, and then applying 
theories and ideas to current 
tensions in modern society. Case 
studies of current movements and 
events will be emphasized.

Everything Grand Rapids  
with Caroline Cook
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - April 20 & May 18

Caroline Cook,  
chief tour ambassador 
of Grand Rapids 
Running Tours, is all 
about Grand Rapids 
History. Caroline tells 
fascinating tales and 

gives guided tours of Grand Rapids - 
highlighting the city’s culture,  
history, and growth.

April 20, Medical Milestones - Not 
even 200 years ago, a group of 
American settlers chose the east 
bank of the Grand River to put 
down roots and claim this place 
to be Grand Rapids. There were 
no family physicians, a corner 
Walgreen’s nor a plethora of 
hospitals to select from. You’ll learn 
about frontier medicine, the origin 
of our healthcare institutions, and 
meet the marvelous medical heroes 
who not only paved the way for 
a healthier Grand Rapids, but for 
patients the world over.
May 18, Art Dart. See why Grand 
Rapids is hailed as one of America’s 
most creative cities! We’ll move 
through the city center, virtually, in 
hunt of significant public artwork, 
including the 42-ton Alexander 
Calder sculpture that symbolizes 
the city’s innovative spirit. Oh, so 
many treasures. We’ll discover an 
abundance of creative expressions, 
including bronze statues, landscape 
art, an art museum, a tire swing, a 
split ring, an entire park, an Avenue 
of the Arts, plus LOVE. So much to 
see and so little time!

Mature Sondheim
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - April 27 & May 4

Michael Dodge 
earned his MA in 
divinity from the 
University of Chicago 
and his interests 
include religious and 
American history and 

speculative fiction and contemporary 
theater. He taught humanities at 
Aquinas College and has performed 
at local theaters in Grand Rapids, 
including the Civic Theater.
An exploration of the Broadway 
musicals created by Stephen 
Sondheim in the second half of 
his prolific career, beginning in the 
mid-1970s. Building on his early 
collaborations with composers and 
performers like Leonard Bernstein 

COURSES CONT.
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and Ethel Merman (in West Side Story 
and Gypsy, respectively), Company 
and Follies had established him as 
one of the most prominent voices 
in a changing New York musical 
theater scene. He would go on to 
challenge convention and bring his 
unique visions to the stage during 
the next twenty years, with shows 
like Sweeney Todd, Into the Woods, 
and Assassins.

Rethinking Russia:  
Beyond Stereotypes and  
Cold War Nostalgia
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - May 4 & 11

Heather Tafel, 
Ph.D. received 
her MA with High 
International Honors 
from Eckerd College 
and her doctorate 
from University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her 
research interests are comparative 
democratization, Russian and 
post-communist European politics, 
democracy promotion, and more 
recently, U.S. media depictions of 
Russia.
A common complaint among 
experts of Russia is how the country 
is misunderstood in the West. 
For this class, we’ll explore recent 
developments in Russia’s domestic 
politics and its foreign policy so that 
we can develop a more nuanced 
understanding of contemporary 
Russia. Topics include the recent 
crackdown on civil society and 
human rights defenders as well 
as Russia’s coercive diplomacy 
with Ukraine and the West. And, 
of course the recent invasion of 
Ukraine.

Why Travel Matters
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - May 11

Kate Dernocoeur 
views our world 
through a wide-angle 
lens, and as a lifelong 
learner, is always 
happy to venture far 
and wide in search 

of exciting discoveries. A recently 
retired emergency service provider, 
she continues her work as a writer, 
adventurer and more.
“Travel” implies movement, the 
going from one place to another. 
Typically, it involves crossing larger 
distances than, say, a trip to the 
grocery store—although do not 
discount the adventure in that! 
Wherever and whenever we travel, 
we open ourselves up to the magic 
of learning and connection. On the 
road, no matter how far from our 
comfort zones we go, we encounter 
people and experiences we would 
probably never find at home. Travel 
matters because it makes us better 
humans when we approach it as the 
adventure and opportunity it is. This 
session is a journey of exploration 
into why travel matters. Come along 
for the ride!

Elvis, Beatles & Dylan
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - May 18 & 25

Jon VanderPloeg, 
attorney at Hilger and 
Hammond, is an avid 
record collector and 
music historian.
From strange 
roots in Hibbing, 

Minnesota, to Tennessee and 
Britain, to the greatest songwriters 
of our generation, Jon will talk 
about these amazing artists and the 
influencing music they drew from 
one another and others. Come take 
a listen.

Transform Your  
Genealogical Research into a 
Family History Book
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m. -1:15 p.m.
1 Class - May 18

Deb Moore helps 
people preserve their 
life stories in print 
through her business 
The Stories of  
Your Life.
When you pass 

on, who will go through your 
briefcases, computer files, paper 
files, and heirloom photos in search 
of the family research you’ve spent 
decades compiling? Maybe no one. 
This presentation goes through 
the steps necessary to take your 
genealogical research, photos and 
ancestor stories and compile it all 
into one book that can be shared 
with family members. Only then can 
you be assured your efforts will be 
passed to future generations. Join 
Deb to learn how. Maximum: 20

The Amish and the Mennonites
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - May 25

Karin Maag, Ph.D. is 
Director of H. Henry 
Meeter Center for 
Calvin Studies and 
history professor at 
Calvin College. She 
earned a B.A. from 

Concordia University, Montreal; M.A. 
and Ph.D. in Reformation History 
from the University of Saint Andrews, 
Scotland.
Men in white shirts and straw 
hats, women in bonnets and plain 
dresses, horses and buggies in 
the twenty-first century? Who are 
these people? Come find out more 
about the fascinating history of the 
Amish and Mennonites from the 
time of the Reformation until today 
– learn more about their beliefs, 
traditions, and world-views, and 
deep commitment to their ways of 
life and faith.
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THURSDAY
A Farewell to Books
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
4 Classes - April 7, 14, 21 & 28

Gary Eberle is an 
emeritus professor of 
English at Aquinas 
College where he 
taught literature and 
humanities for 35 
years. He is a past chair 

of the English department and was 
inducted into the Aquinas College 
Hall of Fame in 2019. He has authored 
several fiction and non-fiction books 
and has been teaching in the Emeritus 
and OLLI program since the 1980’s.
From scrolls to Kindles, books have 
taken many forms. This course will 
look at the history of the written 
word from its origin in ancient 
Mesopotamia to the latest e-book 
technology. We’ll look at the 
economy and artistry of medieval 
manuscripts and explore the 
multiple revolutions spawned by 
the invention of the moveable type 
printing press. We’ll also question 
whether the “Golden Age” of the 
book is coming to an end. Have 
books on bookshelves become no 
more than props that podcasters 
and TV pundits use as background 
in their videos, or do they still have 
significance in the digital culture?

US Foreign Aid:  
Objectives and Outcomes
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - April 14 & 21

John Constantelos, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of political science 
at GVSU. He earned 
his doctorate at 
Duke University 
and MA from Johns 

Hopkins and Tufts. His research and 
teaching specialization is in the 
fields of European Union Politics and 
international political economy.

The US government provides 
military, economic, and 
humanitarian assistance to dozens 
of countries worldwide. Naturally, 
given the many needs at home, 
American citizens and politicians 
question the appropriateness and 
value of this spending. Speaking 
to these concerns, this course 
examines the multiple objectives 
and the outcomes of US foreign 
assistance programs. Is foreign aid 
rooted in altruism, or is it motivated 
by American self-interest? Does 
it achieve its objectives, like 
enhancing US security? Does it 
stimulate economic development 
and alleviate malnutrition and 
illness in recipient countries? The 
findings of our open-eyed and 
unbiased review may be surprising.

Is America a Christian Nation? 
Or Was It Ever? 
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
4 Classes - May 5, 12, 19 & 26

Martin Spence, 
Ph.D. is associate 
professor of history 
at Cornerstone 
University where he 
teaches World and 
European History. He 

received his doctorate from Oxford.
This seemingly simple question 
provokes many conflicting answers. 
Some people lament a decline from 
America’s Christian past, others 
rejoice in an essentially secular and 
pluralistic Republic. Dr. Spence 
will discuss the complexity of this 
question as he examines the legacy 
of religion in the colonial era, probes 
the faith of the Founders, unpacks 
the claim that the American 
constitution and legal system are 
rooted in “Judeo-Christian values,” 
explores the relationship between 
Christianity and American culture 
and identity, and illustrates ways 
in which Americans have re-
interpreted their past to advance 
their political and cultural agenda.

Gerald Ford,  
We Hardly Knew Ye
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - May 5

Gleaves Whitney, 
Executive Director 
of the Gerald R. 
Ford Presidential 
Foundation is finally 
back at OLLI to discuss 
more about our 38th 

President. Gerald Ford’s relatively 
brief time in office was marked by 
unusual crises and resets. The first 
President in U.S. history had just 
resigned to avoid impeachment. 
Our Constitution was more severely 
tested than at any time since the 
Civil War. The economy was in worse 
shape than at any time since World 
War II. One of the worst terrorist 
attacks on U.S. soil occurred in New 
York City. And, to her everlasting 
humiliation, America was losing 
her first major war. The Ford 
administration’s response to all the 
tumult and mistrust has much to 
teach us today. More than anything, 
Gerald Ford’s virtuous character 
proved to be the X-factor our nation 
needed to begin to reset, and heal. 
Gleaves will review the significance 
of Ford’s character and presidency, 
and also show how the Foundation 
that was established in the 38th’s 
name carries on his remarkable 
legacy.

COURSES CONT.
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 FRIDAY
What These Gray Hairs  
Have Taught Me
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - April 8

Ronald Grifka. MD, 
FAAP, FACC, FSCAI, was 
named Chief Medical 
Officer at Metro Health-
University of Michigan 
Health in February 
2019. He is also a 
Professor of Pediatrics 
at the University of 

Michigan Medical School, and an 
attending Cardiologist at C. S. Mott 
Children’s Hospital
Over the course of college, medical 
school, residency and fellowship 
training, then 30 years as a Pediatric 
Cardiologist, a certain amount 
of knowledge was obtained 
by Dr. Grifka. He has come to 
the conclusion that applying 
knowledge is an extreme pleasure 
– the time and effort learning that 
knowledge, not so much! Some 
of this knowledge came from 
reading, some from listening, some 
from osmosis, much in retrospect 
from the UHK – University of 
Hard Knocks! Reflecting on these 
“learned lessons” is the essence of 
this lecture, which he hopes to be 
a dialogue not a monolog. Also, 
he hopes for this lecture to be the 
groundwork for others to learn 
more quickly and easily than he.

There and back again:  
The Mysteries of Bird 
Migration & More
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - April 15 & 22

Michael Lombardo, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
emeritus of biology at 
GVSU. He is a Fellow 
of the American 
Ornithological 
Society. He has over 50 

publications in science journals that 
include many papers on bird behavior.
April 15, Migration - Dr. Lombardo 
will examine (a) why and how birds 
migrate, (b) the risks they encounter 
during migration, (c) the cues they 
use to find their way back-and-
forth between their breeding and 
overwintering grounds, and (d) the 
genetics of bird migration.
April 22, Bird Mating - 
Reproduction in birds is different 
from that in mammals in many 
interesting ways. This course 
examines the physiology and 
behaviors associated with 
reproduction in birds including the 
ways that birds mate and produce 
and lay eggs.

Benedict Arnold ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Classes - April 29

Richard Bell, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at the University of 
Maryland. He has won 
more than a dozen 
teaching awards, 
including the Regents 

Faculty Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. He serves as a trustee of the 
Maryland Historical Society and as a 
fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 
He is the author of the award winning 
book, Stolen.
Benedict Arnold is the most famous 
turncoat in American history. He 
was a skilled officer in George 
Washington’s Continental Army who 
began secretly communicating with 

British intelligence agents, giving 
them insider information, and 
dramatically defecting to their side 
in return for a mountain of cash. 
Historian Richard Bell reconstructs 
the life and times of Benedict 
Arnold, the reasons for this treason, 
and the larger problems of betrayal 
and desertion that dogged the 
Continental Army throughout  
the war.

Homeland Security
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 6

Jeremy Pierczynski, Homeland 
Security Investigations Resident 
Agent, has worked Intellectual 
Property Rights Investigations, 
Child Exploitation Investigations, 
International Money Laundering 
Investigations and Bulk Cash 
Smuggling. In 2014, he was moved to 
Homeland Security headquarters, and 
recently moved as a supervisor to the 
Grand Rapids office.
Jeremy will discuss what Homeland 
Security agents actually do and 
why they are needed. In addition 
to discussing his experience, he 
will cover in his presentation 
information about online security, 
fraud, scams, and other nefarious 
activities.

Hike and History at Aman Park
Friday, 11:45-1:15 p.m.
1 Class - May 6

Sheila 
Klaassen 
is a retired 
elementary 
teacher and K-6 

Media Specialist with Jenison Public 
Schools. Her love of hiking started 
with the OLLI hiking group and she’s 
hiked 26 parks in the Grand Rapids 
area over the past two years.



  

APRIL 2022
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dr. Johnson Series (DC)  
9:30
Miriam Pederson - Writing 
Workshop 1:30 ZOOM
Dr. Stark -  
Empires & Colonies 
1:30

Dr. Smither - WWII  
9:30
B. Epperly -  
Write a Children’s Book 
11:45
Dr. Haveman - Economic 
Inequality 1:30 ZOOM

Scott Kenyon -  
Portrait & Landscape 
Drawing Workshop 
11:45

Prof. Gary Eberle -  
Story of The Book  
9:30

Dr. Grifka -  
University of Michigan 
Hospital West  
9:30

Dr. Johnson Series (DC)  
9:30
Miriam Pederson - Writing 
Workshop 1:30 ZOOM
Dr. Stark -  
Empires & Colonies 
1:30

Dr. Smither - WWII 9:30
Dr. S. Eberle - Beyond 
Chanel 9:30 ZOOM
B. Epperly - Write a 
Children’s Book 11:45
Dr. Al Bell -  
Golden Age of Radio 1:30

Scott Kenyon -  
Portrait & Landscape 
Drawing Workshop 
11:45

Prof. Gary Eberle -  
Story of The Book  
9:30
Dr. Constantelos -  
U.S. Foreign Aid  
1:30

Dr. Lombardo -  
Birds 
9:30

Easter Monday - Closed

Dr. S. Eberle - Beyond 
Chanel 9:30 ZOOM
B. Epperly - Write a 
Children’s Book 11:45
Dr. Al Bell -  
Golden Age of Radio 1:30

Drs. Durham & Wickering - 
Peace is a Choice 9:30
Scott Kenyon - Drawing 
Workshop 11:45
Caroline Cook - Medical 
Milestones 1:30

Prof. Gary Eberle -  
Story of The Book  
9:30
Dr. Constantelos -  
U.S. Foreign Aid  
1:30

Dr. Lombardo -  
Birds 
9:30

Dr. Johnson Series (DC)  
9:30
Miriam Pederson - Writing 
Workshop 1:30 ZOOM
Dr. Daley -  
Michigan History 1:30

Dr. S. Eberle - Beyond 
Chanel 9:30 ZOOM
B. Epperly - Write a 
Children’s Book 11:45
Dr. Al Bell -  
Golden Age of Radio 1:30

Drs. Durham & Wickering - 
Peace is a Choice 9:30
Scott Kenyon - Drawing 
Workshop 11:45
Michael Dodge - Mature 
Sondheim 1:30

Prof. Gary Eberle -  
Story of The Book  
9:30

Dr. Richard Bell -  
Benedict Arnold ZOOM 
9:30
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Aman Park is a Grand Rapids City 
Park in Ottawa County. Join Sheila 
at the park to learn the history 
of this park and Indian Trails 
which is located there. We will see 
large swaths of trillium, Virginia 
bluebells and more! Sheila will 
lead a two-mile hike through the 
park. CAUTION: the trail is hilly, so 
appropriate footwear and physical 
capability are recommended. Bring 
a chair and bag lunch for afterwards 
if you choose!
Maximum: 25 Meet in the paved 
lot no later than 11:30 a.m. 
Address:  
0-1859 Lake Michigan Dr. 49534.

Birds of Michigan
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - May 13, 20 & 27

Ian MacNeil is a 2014 
graduate of Aquinas 
College and a member 
of the Aquinas 
Alumni Association 
Leadership Council. 
He works as an 

instructional designer for a machinery 
training program, but his passion 
for film and politics (and now bird 
watching) has translated to an eight-
year partnership with OLLI.
May 13 & 20, All about Birds. 
Rockin’ Robin! It’s time to join the 
largest spectator sport in the world: 
bird watching. As Michigangers, our 
state’s varying habitats, seasons, 
and vegetation uniquely position 

us to observe over 400 different 
avian species every year. This 
course is designed to help you look 
beyond your binoculars to identify 
a variety of birds by color, size, 
shape, environment, flight pattern, 
behavior, diet, and song. Learn the 
birding basics in the classroom, then 
venture outside as a group where 
you can open your eyes and ears, 
put your new skills to the test, and 
discover (or rediscover) your passion 
for the outdoors.
May 27, Bird Watching. Walk with 
Ian at Ball Perkins Park to observe 
birds close up. Binoculars and good 
walking shoes are important. Meet 
no later than 9:15 a.m. at Ball 
Perkins Park - 1675 Perkins Ave NE 
49505
Maximum: 20
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POSTMASTER PLEASE DELIVER
MARCH 11-18, 2022

Classes Begin
April 4, 2022

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dr. Johnson Series (DC) 
9:30
Miriam Pederson - Writing 
Workshop 1:30 ZOOM
Dr. Daley -  
Michigan History 1:30

Dr. Katerberg -  
Immigration 9:30
A.Horvitz - Steinbeck 
Marathon 11:45 ZOOM
Dr. Haveman - Autonomous 
Automobiles 1:30 ZOOM

Dr. Tafel -  
Rethinking Russia 
9:30
Michael Dodge -  
Mature Sondheim  
1:30

Dr. Spence - Is America  
a Christian Nation?  
9:30
Gleaves Whitney -  
Gerald Ford,  
We Hardly Knew Ye  
1:30

J. Pierczynski -  
Homeland Security  
9:30
S. Klaassen-  
Hike & History  
at Aman Park  
11:45

D. Kampfschulte -  
I’m Still Standing  
9:30

Dr. Katerberg -  
Immigration 9:30
A.Horvitz - Steinbeck 
Marathon 11:45 ZOOM
Dr. Stevens -  
Children’s Literature 1:30

Dr. Tafel -  
Rethinking Russia 
9:30
K. Dernocoer -  
Travel Matters 
1:30

Dr. Spence - Is America  
a Christian Nation?  
9:30
OLLI CELEBRATION 
Thousand Oaks Golf Club 
5:30

I. MacNeil -  
Birds of Michigan 
9:30

Dr. Morgan -  
Treatments for Alzheimer’s 
9:30
D. Kaczmarczk -  
Artist Husbands & Wives  
1:30

Dr. Weinandy - 
Communication 9:30
A.Horvitz - Steinbeck 
Marathon 11:45 ZOOM
Dr. Stevens -  
Children’s Literature 1:30

J. VanderPloeg -  
Elvis, Beatles & Dylan  
9:30
D. Moore - Family History 
Research 11:45
C. Cook - Art Dart 1:30

Dr. Spence - Is America  
a Christian Nation?  
9:30

I. MacNeil -  
Birds of Michigan 
9:30

D. Kaczmarczk -  
Artist Husbands & Wives  
1:30

Dr. John Pinheiro -  
Civil War 9:30
A.Horvitz - Steinbeck 
Marathon 11:45 ZOOM
B. Kopytek -  
Jacobson’s 1:30 ZOOM

J. VanderPloeg -  
Elvis, Beatles & Dylan  
9:30
Dr. Karin Maag -  
Amish & Mennonites  
1:30

Dr. Spence - Is America  
a Christian Nation?  
9:30

I. MacNeil -  
Bird Watching Tour 
(At Ball Perkins Park)  
9:30

Memorial Day Dr. John Pinheiro -  
Civil War 9:30

MAY 2022
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