
 

3D Printer Policy 

The Library has one 3D printer in its Media Center. All members of the Aquinas community are 
encouraged to make use of this exciting technology. 
 
3D printing is sometimes referred to as additive manufacturing or rapid prototyping. It is the process 
of creating a three dimensional physical object from a digital model. The 3D printer builds the object 
vertically by putting down layer upon layer of a plastic filament called PLA. Created from processing 
any number of plant products including corn, potatoes or sugar-beets, PLA is considered a more 
'earth friendly' plastic compared to petroleum based ABS. Used primarily in food packaging and 
containers, PLA can be composted at commercial compost facilities. (It won't bio-degrade in your 
backyard or home compost pile, however.) 
 
Here are the policies for 3-D printing at the library: 

 Only designated Library staff will have hands-on access to the 3D printer. 

 Patrons submit an STL, OBJ or other 3D modeling software file on a flash drive or a link to an 
online file to media students at media@aquinas.edu. Media students will then print the 
object. 

 Once the design is printed, media students will notify the patron via email it is ready for pick 
up in the Media department and state how much the printer job cost 

 Cost will be determined by the filament weight of the item printed. The current rate is $0.10 
per gram for a single color print job. All print jobs under 10 grams will be rounded up to $1.00. 
The cost for printing multiple colors will be $0.20 per gram.  All multicolor prints under 5 
grams will be rounded up to $1.00. If a patron requests it, a cost estimate can be generated 
prior to printing. An exact cost will be determined after the print is completed.  

 Patrons are responsible for the costs associated with most errors, including errors in the file, 
incorrect files, and breakage of parts due to insufficient strength or mishandling. Costs 
associated with errors caused by printer malfunctions will be absorbed by the library. 

 Items must be picked up by the individual who requested them. Items printed from the library 
3D printer not picked up within 30 days after being printed become the property of the Grace 
Hauenstein Library and the patron who requested the print job/s will be charged for the 
item/s.  

 
Some general guidelines: 

 The print must fit within the printer’s build volume (25.2 L X 19.9 W X 15.0 H cm). 

 The printers may only be used for lawful purposes and be for objects appropriate for an 
academic library. 

 Printed objects must not infringe upon any third party’s intellectual property rights. 

 Objects must not be illegal nor can they be construed as having the intent to harm. 

 The library reserves the right to refuse any print request at the discretion of library staff. 
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