
Director’s Note
Thank you OLLI Scholars for a great 2022-23 year! We are grateful for the support 
you have given through memberships, presentation ideas, donations, registrations, 
and positivity. We look forward to seeing you at the 50th year Celebration of Lifelong 
Learning at Aquinas College on June 29. It will be a good time for us to thank all of 
you - as well as time to give Carol Gunsch a thank you for all she has done to make 
OLLI such an enjoyable and welcoming place.
   –Sheila, Susan, Corey & Carol

SCHEDULE OF COURSES
June 2023

June 1 - 29, 2023

JUNE REGISTRATION BEGINS 
Monday, May 22, 2023

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dr. Fred Johnson 
Series 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Rhyming Hope  
and History:  
An Introduction to  
the Life and Work  
of Semus Heaney  
1:30-3:00 p.m.

More Grand Rapids 
History with  
Caroline Cook 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Nancy Drew &  
the Hardy Boys:  
The Secrets of our 
Favorite Teenage Sleuths 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Big Questions: 
Dave’s Discussion  
Group 
11:45-1:15 p.m.

Through Our Eyes:  
20th Century Women  
in Photography 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Big Red Lighthouse  
9:30-11:00 a.m. ZOOM! 
Vintage Views of 
Michigan Roadside 
Attractions 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Traffic Violations, 
Criminal Complaints & 
Marriages: Records of  
a Justice of the Peace 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

I Can’t Wait to Make 
My Next Presentation! 
Really? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Elections of  
1796 and 1800  
1:30-3:00 p.m. ZOOM! 

Beautiful and Bizarre 
Ballparks of America 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Writing  
Yourself Home 
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
ZOOM!
Capitals & Capitols 
1:30-3:00 p.m.  
ZOOM!
City Archives:  
Talk and Tour 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

The Miracle Mile  
 9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Myth of the  
Zero Year 
Presidential Curse 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

I Am Not Religious… 
I Am Spiritual 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Changes in Attitude: 
Understanding 
Racism 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Massacre at the 
Ardeatine Caves 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

January 6 and the 
Peaceful Transfer  
of Power 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Digital Security 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Give Em’ Hell Harry! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Grand Valley State 
University Art Tour 
10:00-11:30 a.m.

Tour of Michigan 
State Medical School  
10:00-11:30 a.m.

The Hessians are 
Coming: German 
Soldiers & the Am. 
Revolution 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 
ZOOM!
Finding Meaning 
and Purpose in 
Everyday Life  
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Our Libraries, Our 
Future: Governance 
and Challenge 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
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BRONZE
MEMBERSHIP

 
$12.50

 
 

$25
Classes $17/each

 
 
 

SILVER
MEMBERSHIP

$30
 
 $60

Classes $14/each

OLLI Membership Levels
Half-Off Pricing - Bronze & Silver

Membership required to take classes
Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND processed.
In order to receive an OLLI credit, a 2 business day cancellation notice is required by EMAIL OR PHONE.
Refunds for tuition may be in the form of an OLLI credit or a credit card refund.  
REMINDER:  OLLI credits do not carry into the next academic year.  

       Use your OLLI credits by the end of June 2023

Registration begins Monday, May 22 at 9 AM
Call 616-632-2430

or email Carol - cag004@aquinas.edu
or Susan - skk003@aquinas.edu

Please only contact ONE of us; not both

Register for June 2023 
OLLI Classes

Classes will begin Thursday, June 1
There will be both ZOOM and in-person classes

We've made it through 
another OLLI year!

Many thanks for your support.
Watch for our Membership Drive  

mid-late July!
 

Fall classes will begin just after Labor Day!
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MONDAY
Dr. Fred Johnson Series: 
When Our Differences  
Didn’t Make a Difference
Monday. 9:30-11:00 a.m.
4 Classes - June 5,12,19 & 26

Fred Johnson, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at Hope College. His 
primary field of study 
is 19th Century History. 
Dr. Johnson has 
received many awards, 

including the Hope Favorite and Most 
Outstanding Professor Awards. He is 
a former Marine Officer and business 
leader; in addition, he has written over 
9 books. Dr. Johnson was recently 
awarded an Endowed Chair in his 
name at Hope College.

June 5 (Donnelly) - The Voice:  
From out of a great, terrifying chaos, 
people gathered around their radios 
to hear this truth-teller call them to 
action, and later, lead them to victory. 

June 12 (ZOOM) - The New Frontier 
and a Dream: As America struggled 
to become the best version of itself, 
citizens united in their hope that a 
New Frontier and a precious Dream 
would produce a better reality. 

June 19 (Donnelly) - Night Lights: 
It had always been there, serving as 
an ever-faithful nighttime friend, but 
during the turbulence of war and 
social angst, it reminded desperate 
humanity of a better alternative: 
PEACE.

June 26 (ZOOM) - We Couldn’t 
Turn Our Eyes Away: After so 
much experience and billions of 
dollars, success was certain until 
a tiny mechanical monster ruined 
everything, except the will to 
succeed. 

Rhyming Hope and History: 
An Introduction to the Life 
and Work of Semus Heaney 
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - June 5 & 12

Jason Stevens, 
Ph.D. is a professor of 
English at Cornerstone 
University. He earned 
his degrees from the 
University of Dallas.
From his humble 

roots on a farm in county Derry to his 
1995 Nobel Prize in 1995 for “works 
of lyrical beauty and ethical depth, 
which exult everyday miracles and 
the living past,” Semus Heaney’s poet 
has appealed to a wide audience 
of critics and everyday readers. This 
summer marks the 10th anniversary 
of the passing of Seamus Heaney. 
Come celebrate the life and works of 
one of the most popular and beloved 
poets in the world!

More Grand Rapids History 
with Caroline Cook
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class, 1 Tour - June 19 & 26

Caroline Cook, chief 
tour ambassador of 
Grand Rapids Running 
tours, is all about Grand 
Rapids History. Caroline 
tells fascinating tales 
and gives guided tours 

of the City - highlighting the City’s 
culture, history, and growth.
June 19 - Steeplechase (Part Two) 
Presentation: Learn why Grand 
Rapids has been called “The City of 
Churches” on this fascinating virtual 
tour of religious landmarks - Part 
Two. We examined churches on 
the East Bank of the Grand River 
in December, 2022. Now we cross 
the Grand River to the West Bank - 
visually, of course. Via photographs 
and narration, we’ll pass by churches 
that date back to the 1800’s. We’ll see 
multiple architectural styles, soaring 
spires, crafted stone, stained glass 
windows and more. 

June 26 - Walk on the West Side: 
The Grand River. It is our city’s 
natural dividing line between the 
east and west…long before the US 
131 expressway punctuated the 
boundaries. It was on the west bank 
where the Indian villages thrived 
amongst dense forests, valleys, 
swamps and hills. Then, as our tiny 
village grew into a city and factories 
lined both sides of the river banks, 
settlers arrived from all over the 
world to start a new life. The West 
Side has its own personality, cast 
of characters, and unique flavor. 
The old neighborhood has recently 
overcome the challenges of time and 
is rebounding with youthful energy 
and growth. After all, generations of 
residents have said, the West Side is 
the Best Side. (Repeat)
Meet no later than 1:15 p.m. at 
GR City Lot 7, 301 Mt. Vernon Ave 
49594
Fee: $15 per person for social time 
at Kusterer Brauhaus after the tour 
- snacks and beverage.
Maximum: 25
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TUESDAY

Nancy Drew & the Hardy 
Boys: The Secrets of our 
Favorite Teenage Sleuths
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - June 6

Patricia Bravender 
is a librarian who has 
worked at GVSU and 
the Grand Rapids 
Public Library. She is 
a collector and fan of 
juvenile series books, 

particularly Nancy Drew.
Did the words ‘mystery and ‘clue’ give 
you a shiver of excitement when you 
were a kid? If so, you were probably 
a fan of Nancy Drew, the Hardy Boys, 
and other juvenile mystery stories. 
Millions of copies of these books 
were printed and devoured by young 
readers during the 20th century. 
But these books were ridiculed by 
teachers and librarians who were 
very successful in keeping them out 
of school and public libraries. Using 
examples from her collection, Patricia 
will explain why Nancy Drew and the 
Hardy Boys series came to be known 
as ‘scorned literature.’ And she will 
tell you how a trial in New York City 
finally revealed Nancy Drew’s biggest 
secret.

The Big Questions: Dave’s 
Discussion Group
Tuesday, 11:45-1:15 p.m.
2 Classes- June 6 & 13

Dave Kampfschulte, 
director of Amazing 
Circles Workshops, 
does not believe that 
questions stop once 
we leave school. He 
has been facilitating 

thought provoking classes, 
discussions, and activities for years. 
His discussion group “This Is Where I 
Stand” meets throughout the year at 
OLLI and gives everyone a voice on 
current and sometimes controversial 
subjects. Give it a try!
Maximum: 16

Through Our Eyes: 20th 
Century Women in 
Photography
Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - June 6 & 13

Darlene 
Kaczmarczyk is an 
emeritus professor 
at Kendall College of 
Art and Design where 
she taught graduate 
and undergraduate 

photography and photo history.
Using the recent GRAM exhibition 
“Presence” as a starting point, these 
two sessions will explore the themes 
and techniques of American women 
photographers and the unique 
qualities of their vision. This is an 
opportunity to take a deeper dive 
into some photographs you may 
have seen at the GRAM, but also 
explore some lesser known, but 
equally visionary works. The first 
session will concentrate on the first 
half of the 20th C., and the second 
session will discuss more recent work. 
It is not necessary to have seen the 
GRAM exhibition.

Big Red Lighthouse ZOOM!
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - June 13

Valerie Olson 
van Heest is an 
American author, 
explorer, and 
museum exhibit 
designer. She is 
co-founder of 

the Michigan Shipwreck Research 
Association. She has been involved 
in the discovery and archaeological 
documentation of numerous historic 
shipwrecks in the Great Lakes. 
The Holland Harbor Lighthouse, 
known affectionately as “BIG RED” 
is one of the Great Lakes most 
photographed lighthouses, yet 
its history is very misunderstood. 
Holland’s navigational aid was 
not big, not red, and not even a 
lighthouse when built. Holland 
historian Valerie van Heest will share 
the fascinating and complex history 
of this structure, now one of the only 
inaccessible lighthouses in Michigan.

Vintage Views of Michigan 
Roadside Attractions
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - June 20

Christine Byron 
and Tom Wilson 
share a love of 
Michigan and a 
fascination with 
its history. They 
are especially 

interested in the history of Michigan’s 
tourism industry. Their collection of 
antique postcards and tourist and 
travel ephemera was the inspiration for 
the five books in their “Vintage Views” 
series. “Historic Leelanau” is their sixth 
book.
If you have traveled on Michigan’s 
highways and byways, chances are 
that you’ve stopped at places like 
Castle Rock, seen Paul Bunyan, and 
defied gravity at the Mystery Spot. 
Tourist attractions like these sprang 
up on the roadside landscape as 
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COURSES CONT.

Michigan expanded its highway 
system from the 1930s through the 
1970s. So pull off the road for some 
fun, interesting and sometimes 
quirky experiences virtually with Tom 
and Chris. You will relive memories 
of visiting natural and man-made 
wonders - from deer parks to 
dinosaur gardens; from scenic sand 
dunes to the world’s largest Indian; 
from mine-shafts to scenic towers.  
You will see many iconic roadside 
attractions - and not spend a penny 
on gas!

Traffic Violations, Criminal 
Complaints & Marriages: 
Records of a Justice of the 
Peace
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - June 20

Adam Oster is 
the Community 
Engagement Librarian 
for the Library of 
Michigan. Adam holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in 
History from GVSU 

with a minor in Political Science and 
Secondary Education Certification. He 
also has a Master of Library Science 
degree from Indiana University. Adam’s 
interests include genealogy and local 
history research.
Justices of the Peace served as local 
magistrates empowered primarily 
to administer summary justice in 
minor cases, to commit for trial, and 
to administer oaths and perform 
marriages. Discover the role in which 
the justices played in local courts 
and how to locate them in Michigan 
municipalities. See examples of 
records of former Paris Township 
Justices of the Peace Earl H. Keyes 
and Ray A. Blett. Learn how to apply 
these examples when locating 
other justice of the peace records 
throughout the state.
 

I Can’t Wait to Make My Next 
Presentation! Really?
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - June 27

David Weinandy, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of communication at 
Aquinas College who 
has been awarded the 
Outstanding Faculty 
Member many times 

by the College Student Senate and 
Alumni Association, and also received 
the College’s Distinguished Service 
Award. 
In this session, OLLI scholars will 
learn all about being the speaker 
you want to be. Dr. Weinandy will 
discuss: physical and vocal delivery, 
audience and situation analysis, 
introductions and conclusions, 
credibility, visual aid use, conveying 
just enough personality, question 
and answer sessions, and reducing 
anxiety. Students will receive oodles 
of guidelines on all types of speeches 
including toasts, eulogies, and award 
presentations. Everyone deserves 
time at the microphone, so why 
not make your next speech fun and 
impactful.

Elections of 1796 and 1800 
ZOOM!
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - June 20 & 27

Heather Dudley, Ph.D. 
from Georgetown 
University, 
writes a blog - 
charactermattered.
org - and wrote a book 
about the founders 

and liberty: The Free and the Virtuous: 
Why the Founders Knew that Character 
mattered.
We have come to expect that 
contests for the presidency will focus 
more on vitriol, personal attacks, 
and disinformation than on a cool-
headed discussion of the issues. This 
is not new! The campaign of 1796 
established the template for the “the 
politics of personal destruction.” The 
campaign of 1800 sank even deeper 
into the abyss with each side making 
frightening predictions about what 
would happen if the other candidate 
were elected. These campaigns 
also solidified our two-party system 
with their opposing ideologies 
about what type of government 
was needed to protect this young 
republic. These two elections were 
also the early tests of the efficacy of 
the electoral college system. It did 
not go as planned—and still doesn’t! 
We will look at the question of why 
the framers designed such an odd 
system, what they thought it would 
accomplish, and why it failed.
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WEDNESDAY
Beautiful and Bizarre 
Ballparks of America
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - June 7 & 14

Michael Stevens, 
Ph.D. teaches 
American and Russian 
Literature and Creative 
Writing at Cornerstone 
University. He received 
his doctorate in 

literature from the University of Dallas.
This presentation will approach the 
history of baseball from the ground 
up, by surveying classic and quirky, 
famous and infamous, pastoral and 
patchwork baseball stadiums, from 
the lengthy annals of the national 
pastime. The first week will feature 
Major League parks with noteworthy 
and notorious features, and the 
second will delve into the even more 
picaresque realm of amateur and 
Minor League parks scattered far 
and wide. Lovers of history, lovers of 
baseball, and lovers of the oddities of 
existence are all welcome!

Writing Yourself Home 
ZOOM!
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 Classes - June 7, 14, 21 & 28

Kathy Julien has 
personally experienced 
the healing and 
transformative 
effects of Writing and 
Meditation. She has 
been teaching “Writing 

Circles” for many years.
In this class, students will explore 
writing as a self-care practice. Writing 
and sharing (always optional!) within 
a small group allows us to navigate 
our inner landscape, process our 
life experiences and develop a new 
level of intimacy within ourselves. No 
experience necessary.

Capitals & Capitols ZOOM
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - June 7

Valerie R. Marvin serves as the 
Historian and Curator at the Michigan 
State Capitol, where she oversees the 
Capitol’s historical collections, and 
conducts extensive research on Capitol 
and legislative history, sharing her 
findings through exhibits, publications, 
lectures, and social media. She has a 
BA in Russian and Eastern European 
Studies from the University of Michigan 
and a MS in Historic Preservation from 
Eastern Michigan University.
This presentation will look at the 
history of Michigan’s two capital 
cities (Detroit and Lansing) and the 
three capitol buildings we’ve used 
since the territorial period. Valerie will 
discuss the politics behind moving 
the capital, and the process and 
challenges of constructing each of 
our three buildings, as told by the 
men and women who participated 
in these projects. By the conclusion 
of the course, participants should 
have a clear understanding and 
appreciation of why our capital was 
relocated from Detroit to Lansing, 
and when and how our current 
(third) building was constructed in 
the 1870s.

City Archives: Talk and Tour
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 class, 1 Tour - June 14 & 21

Matthew Ellis, BA 
from Aquinas College 
& MA from John 
Hopkins University, 
is an archivist for the 
City of Grand Rapids 
and a researcher 

of history, data, and public policy-
making. His focal area of interest is 
how information is accessed and used 
by decision-makers. He has published 
articles on local history for the Grand 
Rapids Historical Society and co-hosts 
a local history podcast with the Grand 
Rapids Office of Communications. 
Matthew recently published a book, 
Hidden History of Grand Rapids.
June 14 - Matthew Ellis will present 
information about how all things in 
the city have a past worth exploring 
- and, he will explore much of it with 
us. The past definitely influences and 
informs the city’s present. Matthew 
will tell stories of how early surveyors 
like Wright Lewis Coffinberry were 
instrumental in influencing the 
physical layout of streets. Other 
history given will be of the dams 
in the Grand River, the fight over 
the horrendous conditions of the 
dog pound, coffee history, the rise 
of building inspections and lost 
art masquerading as playground 
equipment…and, more!
June 21 - Tour the Grand Rapids City 
& Records Center with Matthew.
Meet at 223 Washington St SE 
49503 no later than 1:15 p.m.
Maximum:  35
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COURSES CONT.
 

The Miracle Mile 
 Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class – June 21 

David Britton is a 
retired U.S. Army 
officer who then 
served 23 years as 
a teacher, principal, 
and superintendent. 
A member of the 

Michigan and Grand Rapids Historical 
Society, he now serves on the City of 
Wyoming Historical Commission and 
as archivist for the local national guard. 
David will present From Beals Road to 
28th Street, a history of THE MIRACLE 
MILE, a scrapbook style compilation 
of events, businesses, and changes 
that marked the evolution of 
Wyoming’s 28th Street, from the days 
of a single track, dirt path to one 
of Michigan’s busiest commercial 
corridors. David will explore the 
reasons for and primary factors that 
accelerated the growth of what for 
a time became known as “the street 
that never sleeps”- from the first 
grocery store in 1926 up through 
the beginning of a slow decline by 
the mid-70s. Along the way, he will 
introduce students to several of 
the key pioneers behind the area’s 
commercial development.

The Myth of the Zero Year 
Presidential Curse
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - June 28

Lu Paletta is a life-
long history buff who 
enjoys all sorts of trivia, 
presidential or not. 
A published author, 
Lu has written three 
books on the American 

Presidency, First Ladies and America 
election process. She has delivered 
over 250 speeches on American History 
in seven different states. In addition 
she has written numerous articles 
for publication, appeared on radio 
and television and provided election 
commentary for Public Radio. 

She has been an adjunct professor 
at Kalamazoo College and Aquinas 
College.
Tecumseh’s Curse, also called 
the Curse of Tippecanoe, or the 
Presidential Curse has its origins in 
the early 1800’s. In 1811, the Indian 
Chief Tecumseh was killed and his 
medicine man brother Tenskawatawa 
placed a curse on the commander 
of the U.S forces, General (later 
President) William Henry Harrison 
and “all who follow him”… For the 
next 120 years, every president who 
was elected in a year ending in zero 
died in office. Ten U.S. Presidents 
have been elected in a year ending 
“0.” An eerie pattern unites them 
like no other executives. Lu will also 
discuss 110 uncanny similarities 
between Presidents Abraham Lincoln 
and John F. Kennedy, two of these 
Zero Year Presidents.

I Am Not Religious…I Am 
Spiritual
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - June 28

Rabbi Emeritus, 
Albert Lewis, was 
ordained at HUC-JIR 
in 1969. He earned 
his Ph.D. in Hebrew 
Literature in 1978 and 
has been awarded a 

Doctor of Divinity degree by HUC-JIR 
and a Doctorate of Literary Letters by 
Aquinas College. Heis the founding 
president of Hospice of Grand Rapids 
and the Western Michigan chapter of 
the Michigan Society for Gerontology.
“I am not religious, I am spiritual.” 
What’s the difference? Why does it 
matter to Western religion? Can one 
be religious, but not spiritual? What 
is it about spirituality that attracts 
younger people? Join Al in the 
discussion of these questions.

THURSDAY
Changes in Attitude: 
Understanding Racism
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - June 1 & 8

Dave Kampfschulte, 
director of Amazing 
Circles Workshops, 
does not believe that 
questions stop once 
we leave school. He 
has been facilitating 

thought provoking classes, discussions, 
and activities for years.
Even though slavery ended long ago, 
our nation still struggles with the 
fallout as we continue to struggle 
with confronting racism. Join Dave as 
we delve deeper into what racism is, 
the effects it has, and what we can do 
to help heal this deep wound in our 
society. 

Massacre at the Ardeatine 
Caves
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - June 1 & 8

Greg Carnevale, 
a lifelong student 
of theology and 
philosophy with 
degrees in both the 
former from the 
Universita Laterano 

in Roma, the latter from Villanova 
University, is a founding teacher of City 
High School where he taught Latin and 
Greek. He taught Ancient Greek History 
and Philosophy at the American 
Community Schools in Athens, Greece. 
Returning to GR, he taught Latin at 
Creston, and at East Grand Rapids. 
Greg was also an associate professor of 
Latin at Aquinas College.
This massacre, commandeered by 
Kapitan SS Nazi Officer Erich Priebke, 
took place in the Ardeatine Caves on 
the outskirts of Roma, Italia on March 
24, 1944. The first session begins 
with a chronological presentation 
-March 23, 1944, to August 1996 
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when Sam Donaldson found Priebke 
in a Bavarian style village (Bariloche) 
up in the Andes in Argentina. The 
chronology will continue (1996-1998) 
with the trial and verdict of both 
him and his commander SS Major 
Karl Haas. The second session will 
be the video of the ABC production 
when Donaldson interviews Priebke. 
He had been living there since he 
escaped justice in 1945. Greg wishes 
to share this very personal story with 
his own photos.

January 6 and the Peaceful 
Transfer of Power
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - June 15 & 22

Molly Patterson, 
Ph.D. is a professor of 
political science and 
department chair at 
Aquinas college. She 
received a doctorate 
and masters degree 

from the University of California-Irvine 
and her BA from Carleton college. Her 
research interests include theory and 
practices of democracy, especially 
issues of social justice and political 
participation, and theory and analysis 
of political power and social change.
The peaceful transfer of power 
is a fundamental characteristic 
of democracy that Americans 
have been able to take largely for 
granted, especially throughout 
the 20th century. The events of 
January 6th, 2021, called attention 
to vulnerabilities within that system. 
This course will explore how events 
around Jan. 6 challenged the 
complex process of moving from 
elections to the swearing in of a new 
president. We will examine measures 
that have been taken to reinforce the 
stability of this crucial democratic 
process, as well as ways in which 
some vulnerabilities have been made 
ripe for future exploitation.

Digital Security
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - June 15

Grant Austin is the 
owner of RGA Tech 
Support based in 
Grand Rapids. His 
company’s mission is 
to offer an effective, 
safe, and intimidation-

free opportunity to grow one’s 
understanding of today’s technology. 
Grant will share insights into how to 
protect yourself and your data online. 
This class covers the basics of online 
safety, including creating strong 
passwords and managing them 
efficiently. He will also discuss safe 
email practices, avoiding phishing 
scams, and protecting your personal 
information online. You will learn 
about safe web browsing and 
the importance of updating your 
software and devices. By the end of 
this class, you will be equipped with 
the knowledge and tools needed to 
protect yourself and your information 
online.

Give Em’ Hell Harry!
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - June 22

GEM Theatrics 
presents Give ‘Em 
Hell, Harry! by 
Samuel Gallu. This 
one-man show stars 
Gary E. Mitchell as 
Harry S. Truman, 

our 33rd President, and is directed 
by Mary Beth Quillin. The play and 
Truman are surprisingly timely again 
as it offers a refreshing view of a man 
who thought of public service as an 
honorable undertaking and a noble 
calling. It premiered in April, 1975 at 
Ford Theatre in Washington, D.C. and 
was attended by President Gerald R. 
Ford. This production contains strong 
language. Presented by permission of 
the Estate of Samuel Gallu.
Location: Donnelly Center

Grand Valley State University 
Art Tour
Thursday, 10:00 a.m.- 11:30 a.m.
1 Class - June 29

Ward Paul 
and Chuck 
Schoenknecht 
have deep roots 
in the Grand 
Rapids area. Both 
were teachers 

in the Grand Rapids Public Schools 
and have been involved with many 
organizations throughout the years. 
They currently serve on the collections 
committee for the Grand Rapids Public 
Museum. They have also worked with 
the Grand Rapids Art Museum, Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, the 
Muskegon Museum of Art, the Jim 
Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia, 
the Public Library and MSU. Both have 
also made significant donations to the 
Mobile Museum of Art in Alabama.
The Innovation Design Center is 
the location of the “Art Vault” for 
the GVSU art collection.  The GVSU 
collection has 24,000 + pieces of art. 
We will meet the Collection’s staff 
and have a behind the scenes tour of 
the vault. Chuck and Ward have given 
over 4000 items to this collection 
and will talk about the importance 
and necessity of this collection. 
Participants will be amazed at the 
depth and scope of this collection as 
well as seeing wonderful fine art and 
decorative arts pieces.
Chuck and Ward will meet 
participants at the  
GVSU Shape Corp.  
Innovation Design Center,  
227 Winter Ave. NW.  
Parking is available in front of the 
building and participants will meet 
in the main lobby.
Maximum: 35

Grant Austin
Owner/Head Technician of RGA Tech Support

I'm Grant Austin, owner of RGA Tech Support based in Grand Rapids. Our company's mission is
to offer an effective, safe, and intimidation-free opportunity to grow one's understanding of
today's technology. Today, I will be sharing some insights into how to protect yourself and your
data online.

This class covers the basics of online safety, including creating strong passwords and managing
them efficiently. We'll also discuss safe email practices, avoiding phishing scams, and protecting
your personal information online. You'll also learn about safe web browsing and the importance
of updating your software and devices. By the end of this class, you will be equipped with the
knowledge and tools needed to protect yourself and your information online.
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COURSES CONT.

FRIDAY
Tour of Michigan State 
Medical School 
Friday, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
1 Class - June 2

Jeff MacKeigan, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
in the Department of 
Obstetrics, Gynecology 
& Reproductive Biology 
and Pediatrics & 
Human Development, 

and Assistant Dean for Research 
at the College of Human Medicine. 
Dr. MacKeigan received his PhD 
in Microbiology & Immunology at 
the University of North Carolina 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. He 
completed his postdoctoral training 
at Harvard Medical School with 
fellowship funding from the American 
Cancer Society. Prior to joining MSU, Dr. 
MacKeigan held positions at Novartis 
Institutes for Biomedical Research and 
Van Andel Research Institute. 
Dr. MacKeigan will lead OLLI 
scholars on a tour of the Michigan 
State University College of Human 
Medicine on Michigan Avenue.
The entrance to the Grand Rapids 
Research Center is at the corner of 
Monroe and Michigan. 
A ramp is adjacent to the MSU 
Grand Rapids Research Center 
at 400 Monroe Avenue (maps 
available from the OLLI office at 
registratiion). Please meet no later 
than 9:45 a.m.
Maximum: 35

The Hessians are Coming: 
German Soldiers & the Am. 
Revolution ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - June 9

Richard Bell, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at the University of 
Maryland. He has won 
more than a dozen 
teaching awards 
including the Regents 

Faculty Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. He serves as a trustee of the 
Maryland Historical Society and is a 
fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 
He is the author of the award winning 
book, Stolen.
The British government dispatched 
20,000 German troops to help the 
redcoats to put down the American 
Revolution. The colonists believed 
these mercenaries were blood-thirsty 
butchers coming to kill them and 
the Hessians’ presence spurred many 
Americans into the patriot ranks to 
defend their homeland from these 
foreign invaders. But gradually 
ordinary Americans’ perception of 
the Hessians changed. After nearly 
a thousand Hessian troops were 
captured at Trenton, their image 
slowly evolved from thugs capable of 
“ungovernable brutality,” into objects 
of pity, and, then, finally, into new 
neighbors and friends.

Finding Meaning and 
Purpose in Everyday Life 
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - June 16

Tim Cusack is a 
speaker, trainer, and 
corporate entertainer 
who has inspired 
people to appreciate 
life, work, and 
relationships. Tim 

tours nationally presenting trainings 
for corporations, educators, and 
health care organizations. He is also a 
professional actor and performs in TV 
and radio commercials.

This class will examine the difference 
between Happiness, Meaning, and 
Purpose. Tim will share the most 
recent research on the topic of 
happiness and how it affects our 
mental wellbeing. We’ll be digging 
around into our past to discover what 
has brought us the most meaningful 
moments in our lives. How did 
meaningful moments drive purpose 
in our lives, and how is our past 
dictating our future happiness? Like 
a snowflake, everyone has a unique 
perspective on meaning, purpose, 
and happiness. In preparation for 
this class….Tim ask that you start 
thinking about (and writing down) 
pivotal moments in your life, and 
how those moments affected your 
purpose in life. Participation is highly 
encouraged! 

Our Libraries, Our Future: 
Governance and Challenge
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - June 23

Steven Assarian is the 
Business and Career 
Librarian at the Grand 
Rapids Public Library. 
Previously, he was 
the Public Services 
Librarian at Kettering 

University in Flint, Michigan. Steven 
received his Master’s in Library and 
Information Science from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and is 
a Certified Career Services Professional 
through the National Career 
Development Association.
Our public libraries are, and always 
have been, political institutions. 
They have their own constituencies, 
strengths, and values. In light of 
these truths, what are the challenges 
libraries face today? How do libraries 
create learning communities? 
And what does all this mean for 
the future of the mind itself? Join 
Steven Assarian for an enlightening 
discussion of public libraries through 
the lenses of values, governance, 
and economics, as well as how these 
institutions help build minds at any 
stage of life.
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Anniversary

Thank you
OLLI turns 50 years old during 2023.

To celebrate this milestone and to thank everyone who
has supported us during these past few years, we've

decided to HAVE A PARTY! 

Thursday, June 29, 2023
 3 - 6 PM Browne Center

Picnic with all the trimmings
 

Members only - want to bring a friend or spouse - buy them a membership!  
$12.50 for a Bronze from now to the end of June.

 
RSVP Required - no later than 

Monday, June 19
Call the OLLI Office 616-632-2430

 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

D. Kampfschulte - 
Understanding Racism  
9:30
G. Carnevale -  
Ardeatine Massacre  
1:30

J. MacKeigan -  
Tour of MSU Medical School 
10:00

F Johnson Series -  
Donnelly 9:30
J. Stevens -  
Works of Semus Heaney  
1:30

P. Bravender -  
Nancy Drew 9:30
D. Kampfschulte -  
Big Questions 11:45
D. Kacmarczyk -  
20th Century Women  
in Photographs 1:30

M. Stevens -  
Wonderful Ballparks 9:30
K. Julien - Writing Circle 
ZOOM 11:45
V. Marvin-  
MI Capitol History  
ZOOM 1:30

D. Kampfschulte -  
Racism Discussion  
9:30
G. Carnevale -  
Ardeatine Massacre  
1:30

R. Bell - Hessians  
ZOOM 9:30

F Johnson Series -  
ZOOM 9:30
J. Stevens -  
Works of Semus Heaney  
1:30

V. van Heest -  
“Big Red” ZOOM 9:30
D. Kampfschulte -  
Big Questions 11:45
D. Kacmarczyk -  
20th Century Women in 
Photographs 1:30

M. Stevens -  
Wonderful Ballparks 9:30
K. Julien - Writing Circle 
ZOOM 11:45
M. Ellis -  
GR Archives 1:30

M. Patterson - January 6th 
9:30
Grant - Digital Security  
1:30

T. Cusack- Meaning + 
Purpose in Everyday Life 
9:30

F Johnson Series -  
Donnelly 9:30
C. Cook -  
Steeple Chase Pt. 2 
1:30

Byron + Wilson -  
Roadside Attractions 9:30
A Oster-  
Justice of the Peace 1:30
H. Dudley - Election  
1796-1800 ZOOM 1:30

D. Britten -  
28th St. Miracle Mile 9:30
K. Julien - Writing Circle 
ZOOM 11:45
M. Ellis -  
GR Archives Tour 1:30

M. Patterson - January 6th 
9:30
Give ‘em Hell, Harry! -  
Donnelly 1:30

S. Assarian -  
Our Libraires, Our Future  
9:30

F Johnson Series -  
ZOOM 9:30
C. Cook -  
The West Side Tour  
1:30

D. Weinandy -  
My Next Presentation  
9:30
H. Dudley -  
Election 1796-1800 
ZOOM 1:30

L. Paletta -  
Presidential Curses 9:30
K. Julien - Writing Circle 
ZOOM 11:45
A Lewis -  
Religious or Spiritual? 1:30

Chuck + Ward -  
GVSU Art Tour  
10:00
OLLI  
50TH Anniversary Party!  
Browne Center 3-6

ENJOY YOUR  
SUMMER VACATION!

JUNE 2023

1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29 30
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Thank You for Supporting Our
ANNUAL DONATION DRIVE!ANNUAL DONATION DRIVE!
Susie Allen

Lonson & Mary Barr

William Baxter

Betty Beck

Susan Behnke

Jim & Kathy Benjamin

John Benz

Kathie Black

Thomas Blackwell

Charles & Patricia Bloom

Richard & Sally Brom

Rik Brown

Judi Brown

Carl & Betsy Brown

Kathleen Buller

Gerald & Linda Chambers

Bruce Cierlak

Stuart & Rita Citron

Irma Cornelius

Mary Coupe

Elizabeth Crosby

Tom & Jan Czerney

Pamela Daugavietis

Don & Cheryl Debri

Carol Dille

Linda Dudley

Patricia Duthie

Darcy Dye

Tom & Lea Ebels

Gary & Suzanne Eberle

Dennis Echelbarger

Jill Evert

Dale & Fae Ewalt

Sue Fairbrother

Paul & Bridget Farr

Maurice & Sara Fetty

Fredric & Linda Fish

Gene Fortune

Mary Caroline Frey

Diane Friar

Marc & Betsy  Gathercole

Patrick & Patricia Geary

Anne Genthe

Judith Geyer

Jane Goodspeed

Inta Grace

Catherine Haney

Roger Hans

Michael L. Harig

Marilyn Heiss

Bluma Herman

Vern Herring

Donald & Sandra Hines

Mary Hollinrake

Amber Holst

Robert Hooker

Richard & Anne Horvitz

Kenneth & Noreen Hungerford

Margaret Idema

Linda Jennette

Bill Jones

Marguerite Jones

Donald Keegstra

John & Sandra Keelean

Ruth Kemp

John & Rita Kirkwood

Robert & Sheila Klaassen

Janet Krueger

Kathryn Kuhn

Jeffrey Lamphier

John & Mary Lange

Peggy LaPenna

Tim & Dotty Lorson

Kirsten Lundeen

Paul & Jane Maczka

Judy Ann Maggini

Jon & Mary Ann March

Chuck & Sharon Marks

Susan McCarthy`

Daniel Measday

Joan Miedema

Juddee Milito

Anne Miller

Thomas & Glynis Miller

Jacque Miller

Linda Milton

Kim Mitchell

Betty Moore

T.A. Mulligan

Susan Murphy

Jack Nichols

Mary Evelyn O’Connor

Sr. Rosemary O’Donnell

Timothy & Debra Orourke

Richard & Mary Panek

Thomas & Philomena Paniwozik

Lois Ann Parker

Linda Patterson

George Pawlowski

Velga Plate

Leonard Radecki

Mike & Betsy Redman

Camille Reinhardt

Margaret Ryan

Phyllis Saganski

Mary Schaffer

Yolanda Schneider

John & Marianna Scimeca

John & Prim Sebastian

Joan Secchia

Anthony Selvaggio

Thomas & Barbara Shaw

Joseph & Colleen Skendzel

Rick & Sue Steketee

Charles Stoddard

Karen Stokes

Mark & Julianne Strauss

Carolyn Sturrus

Margaret Taylor

Linda Thompson

Patti Trepkowski

Jan Treur

Diane Tucker

Ron Urbanski

Sharon Van Dam

Sue VanDyke

Rick Verburg

Daniel & Betty Vogl

Bill Wakefield

Irene Walker

Ona Wall

Cindy Walsh

Stephen & Karin Waterbury

Jacquelyn Watson

Terrance Weinburger

Larry & Betsy Willey

Val Williams

Joan Wilson

Robert Woodhouse



Look for these  
classes in  
Fall I 2023
The History of Fashion -  
Suzanne Eberle

“The Lady Elgin” -  
Valerie van Heest

Experiencing Travel -  
Gary Hauck

The Story of Covert,  
Michigan - Anna Lisa Cox

June 2023 
Course Schedule

Registration Begins:  
Monday, May 22, 2023

 Phone: 616.632.2430
aquinas.edu/olli

Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

POSTMASTER PLEASE DELIVER
MAY 15-19, 2023

Classes Begin
June 1, 2023


