
Welcome to the 50th Year  
of Lifelong Learning at Aquinas College - 1973 to 2023
Enjoy our in-person classes at the Browne Center as well as our many ZOOM classes for our  
OLLI scholars who travel - or for those who just prefer to stay cozy at home. We always have  
hot chocolate, coffee, cookies, and warm smiles for those who do make the trip on campus!   
—Sheila, Carol, Susan and Corey

SCHEDULE OF COURSES
January 2023

January 3-31, 2023

JANUARY REGISTRATION 
Begins Monday, December 5, 2022

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dr. Fred Johnson 
Series - Tipping  
Points in History 
Continued ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Queen Elizabeth II -  
70 Years of British 
History ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

A Lesson in the Basics 
of Genetics ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

The Experience  
of Exile Continued 
ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Touring Northern 
Europe Part II 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Getting to Know  
Our 50 States 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Anarchy in the UK? 
Current Issues in 
British Politics and 
Society 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Your Deepest You 
ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Unsung Women 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Calvinists & Native 
Americans in the 
Northeastern 
Woodlands 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Leadership in 
Higher Education…
Tomorrow’s 
Perspectives 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

East Africa & Gorillas 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

A Skywalk Journey 
through Time (TOUR) 
10:30 a.m.

Hats! A Cultural and 
Aesthetic History 
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Grand Rapids  
Sister Cities 
International (GRSCI): 
Building Bridges 
Around the World 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Applewood,  
The Charles Stewart  
Mott Estate –  
One Hundred Years  
of Stories  
1916 to 2016  
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

How Do Birds  
Defy Gravity? 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Gerard Manley 
Hopkins: Poet,  
Priest, Romantic 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Hiking Portugal’s 
Fisherman’s Trail  
(and Beyond) 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Health: The Human 
Face of the Climate 
Crisis ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Jesus Help Me!  
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Coin Values and 
Historical  
Significance 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Vintage Views  
Along the  
West Michigan Pike 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Ebb and Flow 
Changes in 
Downtown  
Grand Rapids:  
What’s next? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The French Alliance 
and the Road to 
Yorktown? ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Gerald R. Ford 
Museum Tour  
and Movie 
10:30-Noon

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
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BRONZE
MEMBERSHIP

 
$12.50

 
 

$25
Classes $17/each

 
 
 

SILVER
MEMBERSHIP

$30
 
 $60

Classes $14/each

OLLI Membership Levels
Half-Off Pricing - Bronze & Silver

Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND processed.
In order to receive an OLLI credit, a 2 business day cancellation notice is required by EMAIL
OR PHONE.
Refunds for tuition may be in the form of an OLLI credit or a credit card refund.  An OLLI
credit will be issued unless you specify otherwise.

Registration begins Monday, December 5 at 9 AM
Call 616-632-2430

or email Carol - cag004@aquinas.edu
or Susan - skk003@aquinas.edu

Please only contact ONE of us; not both

Register for January 2023 
OLLI Classes

Classes will begin Tuesday, January 3
There will be both ZOOM and in-person classes

 
 

Half-Price OLLI Memberships Make
Great Holiday Gifts

Don't know what to buy that friend or neighbor for the Holiday?
An OLLI membership is the perfect gift!  

We'll send them a card saying it's from you
along with a January catalog.
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OLLI TUITION COURSES

MONDAY
Dr. Fred Johnson Series - 
Tipping Points in History 
Continued ZOOM!
Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
4 Classes - January 9, 16, 23, 30

Fred Johnson, Ph.D. 
is professor of history 
at Hope College. 
His primary field of 
study is 19th Century 
History, specifically 
the Civil War. Dr. 

Johnson has received many awards, 
including the Hope Favorite and Most 
Outstanding Professor Awards.
January 9 - A Feast of Frustration: 
The war was on land, but some felt 
that the enemy was at sea on a ship 
named for an event of the best and 
brightest.
January 16 - Buying Time for 
Nothing: He held on for as long as 
he could, but the cause for which he 
fought was lost even as he gave the 
last and best, precious gifts of his 
brilliance and talent. 
January 23 - And the World Did 
Nothing: Thousands of miles away, 
tragedy had a slaughter party while 
the world wrung its hands and 
watched in fascination. 
January 30 - Exploitable & 
Expendable: They were nobodies 
and expendable who, in an instant, 
found themselves the centerpieces 
of an event that changed the world. 

Queen Elizabeth II - 70 Years 
of British History ZOOM!
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - January 9

Julie Taddeo, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at the University of 
Maryland focusing 
on British History. 
Some of her talks have 
been on British Royal 

scandals and life on the homefront 
in England in WWII - and she uses 
popular period dramas like Downton 
Abbey to discuss the larger social/
political/cultural history of Britain 
in the 18th-20th Centuries. She is a 
popular speaker often giving talks at 
the Smithsonian. 

This lecture will highlight the 
personal and political history of 
Elizabeth’s reign, how she navigated 
the post-World War II world as 
Britain faced imperial decline and 
domestic tensions, and how she 
reshaped the relationship between 
the monarchy to modern media, 
from television to the internet. 
We will also discuss the Queen’s 
often troubled relationship with 
the tabloids, Royal triumphs and 
scandals, and what the future may 
hold for the next generation of 
monarchs as King Charles III now 
awaits his own public coronation 
ceremony in May.

A Lesson in the Basics  
of Genetics ZOOM!
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - January 16

Jennifer Hess, Ph.D. 
teaches microbiology, 
cell biology, genetics 
and immunology 
at Aquinas College. 
She earned her Ph.D. 
in 2003 from the 

University of Maryland.
In this session, students will learn 
the fundamentals of human 
genetics. Dr. Hess will also explore 
common misconceptions about 
some human traits that are genetic 
and some that are not. The class 
will conclude with time for genetics 
questions and answers. 

The Experience of Exile 
Continued ZOOM!
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - January 23 & 30

Karin Maag, Ph.D. is 
Director of the H. Henry 
Meeter Center for Calvin 
Studies and history 
professor at Calvin 
College. She earned a 
B.A. from Concordia 

University, Montreal; M.A. and Ph.D. 
in Reformation History from the 
University of Saint Andrews, Scotland.
What is it like to be forced out 
of one’s land for reasons of faith, 
economic pressures, or political 
conflicts? This two-session class 
(continuing from Fall II) will 

consider the historical experience 
of exile through the study of two 
communities: Irish men and women 
forced to leave Ireland following 
the Potato famine of the 1840s, and 
the Muslim Rohingya people forced 
out of Myanmar within the last five 
years.

TUESDAY
Touring Northern Europe 
Part II
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 3

Steve Soper, 
archivist and 
photographer, will 
continue his tour of 
some amazing and 
historic places in 
Europe. Steve and 

his wife traveled to 8 countries 
and visited 19 places in 55 days! 
Because he had more to share with 
us, he is back for Part II of his travels. 
You will enjoy strolling through 
more gardens and museums, and 
learn more educational facts about 
the villages in Germany, Sweden, 
Norway and France!

Getting to Know  
Our 50 States
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - January 3 & 10 

Gary Hauck, Ph.D. 
is dean emeritus 
at Montcalm 
Community College 
where he has also 
taught world cultures 
and geography, 

religion, humanities, and history. He is 
also a world traveler!
In addition to Alaska and Hawaii, our 
United States comprise five physical 
regions that differ considerably 
in landforms, climate, resources, 
history, and culture. “Getting to 
Know our 50 States” is a pictorial 
exploration of the unique features 
of these regions and states, and the 
most interesting travel destinations 
that you may want to experience for 
yourself! Gary still marvels at the 
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many natural, historical, and cultural 
treasures that surround us in our 
own amazing homeland.

Anarchy in the UK?  
Current Issues in  
British Politics and Society
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 10

Martin Spence, 
Ph.D. is associate 
professor of history at 
Cornerstone University 
where he teaches 
World and European 
History. He pursued 

his undergraduate studies at Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford.
Queen Elizabeth II has died; Boris 
and Liz are gone; the pound has 
crashed; a cost-of-living crisis 
looms; Brexit rumbles on; the 
centrifugal forces pulling Britain 
apart strengthen. This class gives 
an update on the state of Britain 
today. Will King Charles III be the last 
monarch before Britain becomes 
a Republic? Will the current 
Conservative government be the 
last before a progressive alliance 
changes the voting system? Will 
the Scottish succeed in gaining a 
referendum to win independence? 
So much to discuss. 

Your Deepest You ZOOM!
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - January 10 & 17

Dr. Janice L. Lundy 
(Psy.D., D.Min.) is a spiritual 
guidance counselor and 
educator with an interfaith 
focus. She is the author of 
several books including her 
newest, My Deepest Me: 

A 30-Day Retreat to Nourish Your 
Inner Life. 
In the clamor of everyday life, we 
are constantly distracted from 
what matters most: living from the 
depths and the truth of our being, 
with inner peace, love and joy at 
the core. Engage in dialogue, gentle 
centering practices with Dr. Lundy, 
and plug back into your deepest 
you—not just for your own well-
being, but for the betterment of 
humanity. 

Unsung Women
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - January 17, 24 & 31 

Mary Alice Williams, Ann Layton 
and Judy Whipps, three OLLI 
accomplished members, will lead the 
discussions about these unsung, life 
changing women. 
January 17- Judy Whipps amazing 
unsung woman is Grace Abbot, 
an American social worker who 
specifically worked in improving 
the rights of immigrants and 
advancing child welfare, especially 
the regulation of child labor in the 
1920s & 30s.
January 24 - Ann Layton will 
introduce our students to 
Cheryl Crawford, an American 
independent, Broadway theater 
producer. Crawford earned 
unprecedented commercial success 
producing the plays of Tennessee 
Williams, and built an enduring 
legacy of Broadway musicals. She 
co-founded The Group Theater, the 
American Repertory Theater and 
Actors Studio.
 January 31 - Mary Alice Williams 
will introduce Grand Rapids 
native Helen Jackson Wilkins 
Claytor (1907-2005). She was the 
first black woman elected president 
of both the Grand Rapids and 
National YWCA. She took a leading 
role over three decades to move the 
Y to an anti-racist organization. 

Calvinists & Native Americans 
in the Northeastern 
Woodlands
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - January 24 & 31

Steve Staggs, Ph.D. is a 
historian of early North 
America and author of 
Calvinists and Indians 
in the Northeastern 
Woodland.. His 
research focuses on the 

interactions between Indigenous, 
African, and European peoples. 

Steve will explore the cross-cultural 
encounters that took place between 
Native Americans and Europeans 
living in the Northeastern 
Woodlands in the period up 
to 1754. Native Americans and 
Europeans hunted, smoked, ate, 
and drank together, shared their 
faith while traveling in canoes, and 
slept in each other’s bedrooms. 
Using historical evidence, Steve will 
provide a window into the influence 
and limits of the Dutch Reformation 
upon the dynamic, multifaceted 
relationships that developed in early 
North America.

WEDNESDAY
Leadership in  
Higher Education… 
Tomorrow’s Perspectives 
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 4

Tom J. Haas, former 
GVSU president, 
graduated with 
honors in 1973 from 
the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy. He earned 
two M.S. degrees,from 

the University of Michigan and 
another M.S. degree from  
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  
He also earned a Ph.D. in chemistry 
from University of Connecticut.
As a retired Captain with more than 
23 years of commissioned service in 
the United States Coast Guard, Tom 
knows what it means to contribute 
to something bigger than oneself. 
For over 35 years, he was a tenured 
faculty member, department chair, 
dean, university vice president, and 
then the 4th university president  
of Grand Valley State University.  
The students at the University  
were always the center of his work 
from the beginning of his tenure. 
Please join President Emeritus  
Tom Haas as he shares his 
many personal and professional 
leadership lessons with us.

The Early History of Cheese 

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
2 classes - March 9 & 16 

Stephen Staggs, Ph.D., an independent historian who holds a graduate 
certificate in ethnohistory from Western Michigan University. His research 
focuses on the interactions between Indigenous, African, and European 
peoples in the Northeastern Woodlands. He currently serves as the head 
cheesemonger at Aperitivo in the Grand Rapids Downtown Market. 

Aperitivo derives from the Latin aperire, which means “to open.” It is the northern Italian ritual 
of coming together for an hour or two to share good conversation over drinks. And where there is 
a glass, there will always be a selection of charcuterie and cheese. And behind every cheese is a 
fascinating tale of how it came to be. 

In this course Dr. Staggs will host two virtual aperitivo hours (classes) to explore the early 
history of cheese. Each class will also include a tasting of three different cheeses and three 
different wines. The first aperitivo hour explores the ancient origins of cheese and will feature 
cheeses such as Feta, Pecorino Toscano, and Ricotta. The second examines the diversification of 
cheesemaking during the early medieval period, including Alpine, bloomy-, and washed-rind 
cheeses such as Gruyère, Crottin, Brie, and Époisses. A ticket for each class gets you a platter of 
the three cheeses (with accoutrements!) and three bottles of wine that Dr. Staggs will be featuring 
during his presentation. 
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COURSES CONT.

 

East Africa & Gorillas
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
3 Classes - January 4, 11 & 18

Ann Zoellner, MA, 
is a retired educator/
administrator…
and a lifelong world 
traveler. After 38 
years with GRPS, she 
decided to find her 

way into the next chapter of her life - 
traveling with friends and family!
In September 2019, Ann traveled 
to East Africa in search of an active 
journey…and she found it! She will 
share the planning, preparation, 
and the perils that went into this 
adventure. This includes trekking 
the mountain gorillas in Bwindi, 
Uganda, and photo safari drives in 
Kenya (Masa Mara and Amboseli 
Parks) and Tanzania (Lake Manyara, 
Ngorongoro Crater, and the 
Serengeti National Parks). Travel 
with Ann as each nation reveals 
their history, culture, and their part 
in protecting and securing the 
animal kingdom.

A Skywalk Journey  
through Time (TOUR)
Wednesday, 10:30 a.m.
1 Class - January 11

Caroline Cook, chief 
tour ambassador of 
Grand Rapids Running 
Tours, is all about Grand 
Rapids History. Caroline 
tells fascinating tales 
and gives guided tours 

of Grand Rapids.
Join Caroline on an INDOOR 
walking tour of downtown Grand 
Rapids. Meeting in the lobby of the 
JW Marriott, we’ll move “upstairs” to 
the nearly one-mile-long skywalk 
that connects the DeVos Place 
Convention Center to the VanAndel 
Arena. As we move through an 
assortment of buildings and over 
streets, Caroline will narrate stories 
and facts about Grand Rapids’ past, 
present and future. Following the 
tour, we’ll briefly exit outdoors to 
walk to the University Club for a 
delicious lunch in an historically 
significant social club. Choose either 
the walking tour, or walking tour 
and lunch.

Maximum: 25 
Additional Fee Lunch:  
$18 per person  
( no refunds on cancellations)

Hats! A Cultural and  
Aesthetic History ZOOM!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - January 18 & 25

Suzanne Eberle, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of Art History at 
Kendall College of Art 
& Design. Her areas 
of specialization 
include Modern 

and Contemporary Art, as well as art 
related to issues of the body, including 
the History of Fashion. 
Tricorns, turbans, bonnets, top 
hats, fedoras, baseball caps! The hat 
has been a beloved, practical, and 
often socially necessary garment 
throughout Western fashion 
history. This 2-part class includes 
an overview of some of the most 
creative hat styles dating from 
the Greeks to the present times, 
examining their design, materials, 
embellishments, and even the 
processes involved in their making. 
Dr. Eberle will examine how hats 
inform the way people move and 
gesture, and how hats “complete” 
an aesthetically acceptable costume 
in any given historical period. In 
addition, students will see how hats 
functioned as cultural, political, 
and religious markers, and explore 
what made millinery an attractive, 
lucrative, but sometimes downright 
dangerous profession. Why not wear 
a favorite hat to this ZOOM class? 

Grand Rapids Sister Cities 
International (GRSCI): Building 
Bridges Around the World 
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - January 25

Leonardo Tombelli is 
President of GRSCI, an 
all-volunteer, non-profit 
organization, and is 
also a licensed Architect 
currently providing 
residential design 
services. He also worked 

in commercial, education, and health 
care projects.

GRSCI was chartered by the city 
of Grand Rapids in 1986 to build 
relationships between Grand Rapids 
and its sister cities by promoting 
understanding and mutual respect 
through exchanges in culture, 
art, education, and community 
and economic development. 
Grand Rapids has 6 sister cities: 
Omihachiman-Japan, Bielsko-Biala- 
Poland, Perugia- Italy, Ga District-
Ghana, Zapopan-Mexico and 
Gangnam-gu, Seoul, South Korea. 
Tour with Leonardo these sister 
cities and get an update on the 
newest Sister City of Gangnam-gu, 
Seoul, South Korea. 

THURSDAY
Applewood, The Charles 
Stewart Mott Estate –  
One Hundred Years of  
Stories 1916 to 2016 ZOOM!
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 5

Susan Newhof Collins 
works as a writer 
and communication 
strategist for foundations 
and nonprofit 
organizations. Her books 
include Michigan’s 

Town and Country Inns and Spirits 
& Wine, a novel.
Join author Susan Newhof for an 
illustrated armchair tour of the 
gentleman’s farm built in Flint in 
1916 by philanthropist and General 
Motors founder Charles Stewart 
Mott. New and historic photos, 
taken from her book, will give you a 
close-up view of Applewood’s first 
one hundred years - the joys and 
tragedies, the beloved wives and 
children, and the decades when 
most of the family’s food came from 
the animals and crops raised at the 
estate. It’s an intimate look at the 
private life of a very public family 
and the place they called home.
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How Do Birds Defy Gravity?
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - January 5

Michael Lombardo, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
emeritus of biology at 
GVSU. He is a Fellow 
of the American 
Ornithological 
Society. He has over 

50 publications in science journals 
that include many papers on bird 
behavior.
Birds have been described as “Lords 
of the Air.” Since time immemorial, 
we have looked on with envy 
as birds appear to defy gravity. 
Who among us has not looked 
on with wonder when we watch 
hummingbirds hover, fly backwards, 
and zip from one flower to the next. 
This course demonstrates some 
simple aerodynamic principles used 
by birds, other flying animals, and 
our flying machines to take flight. 
Dr. Lombardo will focus on some of 
the special adaptations responsible 
for the fantastic athletic abilities of 
birds that allow them to fly very fast, 
very long distances, and at very high 
altitudes.

Gerard Manley Hopkins: 
Poet, Priest, Romantic
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 12

Gary Eberle is 
professor emeritus of 
English at Aquinas 
College where he 
taught literature and 
humanities for 35 
years. In 2019, he was 

inducted into the Aquinas College Hall 
of Fame. He is the author of several 
books of fiction and non-fiction.
An introduction to the extraordinary 
and profound poetry of Gerard 
Manley Hopkins (1844-1889). Little 
known in his own time, Hopkins’ 
poetry influenced 20th century 
poets with its profound thought, 
revolutionary rhymes, sprung 
rhythms and extraordinary word 
sense. In his poetry, he articulated 
a Christian Romanticism that led 
him to the heights of ecstasy and 
the depths of despair. This Jesuit 

priest and poet, deeply influenced 
by John Henry Newman, was not 
fully appreciated until long after his 
death. His poetry is challenging, but 
meaning explodes from every line.

Hiking Portugal’s  
Fisherman’s Trail  
(and Beyond)
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - January 12

Kate Dernocoeur 
views our world 
through a wide-angle 
lens, and as a lifelong 
learner, is always 
happy to venture far 
and wide in search of 

exciting discoveries. A recently-retired 
firefighter, she continues her work as a 
writer, adventurer, traveler and more. 
Join her blog at www.katedernocoeur.
com. 
Imagine walking 45 miles along 
a wild coastline in the beautiful 
springtime colors of Portugal! OK - 
you don’t have to, but come along 
for the trip with Kate, and witness 
the beauty of this magical place 
from the comfort of your seat – 
along with two other parts, a quick 
overview of Lisbon and a peek at 
the epicenter for tow-in surfing at 
Nazaré, where waves of 100-feet can 
happen!

Health: The Human Face  
of the Climate Crisis ZOOM!
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 19

Dr. Elizabeth (Lisa) 
DelBuono, a recently 
retired diagnostic 
pathologist; Victor 
Agbafe; a medical 
student at U-Mich 
and a law student 

at Yale; and MaryLee Pakieser, a 
family nurse practitioner in Traverse 
City will present this class. They are all 
passionate about addressing climate 
change health concerns. 
Lisa, Victor, and MaryLee will discuss 
how climate change is impacting 
the health of Michiganders today, 
and how by addressing climate 
change we can improve the health 

and well-being of all people. Even 
though climate change is the 
biggest health threat facing us 
today, it is also the biggest health 
opportunity.

Jesus Help Me!
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - January 19

Judith King, CEO of 
Sonlife Associates, 
is a graduate of the 
University of Toronto 
and Western Michigan 
University, where she 
received her MSW in 

1985. As a Clinical Therapist, she 
integrates biblical and psychological 
principles in her practice. 
An Adventure of Miracles, Music,  
and Mercy is the title of the memoir 
which Judith wrote for her 
grandchildren; a book which now 
has received wide acclaim and from 
which she will share some stories, 
some happy, some miraculous 
and some funny. Judy hopes 
that you will enjoy, laugh, and be 
encouraged with this story! 

Coin Values and  
Historical Significance
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - January 26

Join Ben Soldaat 
as he tells you 
all things about 
coins! He started 
collecting coins 
when only 6 years 
of age and hasn’t 

been able to kick the habit since. 
He graduated from WMU with an 
accounting degree and worked for 
10 years before he began buying 
and selling coins. In 2019, Ben 
bought Pat Mullens’ coin business. 
His Grand Rapids business currently 
has 2 locations and 3 employees. 
He now does appraisals all over the 
state and beyond. He even appears 
on television to offer commentary. 
Bring your coins and enjoy this fun 
and interesting class. Perhaps, you 
have a coin worth thousands of 
dollars!
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COURSES CONT.

FRIDAY
Vintage Views  
Along the West Michigan Pike
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 6

Christine Byron and 
Tom Wilson share 
a love of Michigan 
and a fascination 
with its history. 
Their collection of 
antique postcards 

and tourist and travel ephemera 
was the inspiration for five of their 
books including: Vintage Views 
Along Scenic M-22 and Vintage 
Views along the West Michigan 
Pike. Their sixth book, Historic 
Leelanau: Recognized Sites and 
Places of Historical Significance, is 
a fundraiser for the Leelanau County 
Historic Preservation Society.
Join Christine and Tom for a road 
trip on the old West Michigan Pike, 
now US-31. This historic road was 
the first continuous, improved 
route between Michigan City 
and Mackinaw City. The authors 
depict the adventure and romance 
of motoring showing vintage 
postcards, photographs, maps, and 
ephemera to illustrate this journey. 
Time-travel with them through the 
beautiful West Michigan landscape 
and quaint towns to hotels and 
cabins, tourist camps and state 
parks, and other stops along the 
road.

Ebb and Flow Changes in 
Downtown Grand Rapids: 
What’s next?
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 13

Mark Miller, AIA AICP, 
is Managing Director 
of Planning and 
Design for Downtown 
Grand Rapids, Inc. As a 
licensed architect and 
a certified planner, 

Mr. Miller has focused his career on 
urban design solutions and planning 
activities in Michigan. This work has 
included city and neighborhood 

master plans and private-sector 
development projects - including 
Studio Park and Plaza Roosevelt.
Downtowns are always in a state 
of change. Downtown Grand 
Rapids has experienced many 
ebbs and flows throughout its 
history – from trading post, to 
lumber city, to furniture city….
and even to beer city. What is next 
as the Downtown recovers from 
the pandemic and embarks on an 
unprecedented investment in a yet 
to be determined future? Mark will 
talk about various projects that seek 
to continue the story of Downtown 
Grand Rapids while also tackling 
tough issues like equity, safety, 
accessibility, and quality of life.

The French Alliance and the 
Road to Yorktown? ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - January 20

Richard Bell, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at the University of 
Maryland. He has won 
more than a dozen 
teaching awards, 
including the Regents 

Faculty Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. He serves as a trustee of the 
Maryland Historical Society and as a 
fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 
He is the author of the award winning 
book, Stolen.
The Siege of Yorktown in October 
1781 was a decisive win for George 
Washington’s Continental Army. Yet 
it was also a triumph for the unlikely 
wartime alliance forged between 
patriot revolutionaries and the 
French King Louis XVI. University 
of Maryland historian Dr. Richard 
Bell explores the inside story of this 
essential alliance as it evolved from 
small-scale privateering and gun-
running into a military partnership 
that achieved a stunning joint 
victory at the Yorktown, the 
climactic battle of the American 
Revolution.

Gerald R. Ford Museum  
Tour and Movie
Friday, 10:30-Noon
1 Class - January 27

Join Gleaves 
Whitney, 
Executive Director 
of the Gerald R. 
Ford Foundation, 
and Abigail 

Vander Vliet, Executive Assistant, for 
an exclusive tour of the Gerald R. Ford 
Museum. 303 Pearl St. NW.
At the core of the Museum is the 
permanent exhibit, which allows 
visitors to experience highlights 
from President and Mrs. Ford’s life. In 
addition to the permanent exhibits, 
changing temporary exhibits draw 
artifacts from Museums all over the 
country. The tour will include the 
first day of the exhibit, America at 
the Crossroads: The Guitar and 
a Changing Nation which will 
include 40 instruments that serve 
as touchpoints to connect visitors 
directly with significant moments 
in America’s evolution—from the 
earliest Spanish invasion to the 
nation’s modern status as a global 
superpower. 



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

CLOSED

S.Soper -  
Travel North Europe Pt 2  
9:30
G. Hauck -  
Best of Our 50 States 
1:30

T. Haas  
Leadership in Higher 
Education 
9:30
A.Zoellner -  
East Africa & Gorillas 
1:30

S. Collins -  
Mott Estate ZOOM 
9:30
M. Lombardo -  
How Do Birds Defy Gravity?  
1:30

C. Byron + T. Wilson - 
Vintage Views  
Along the W. Mich Pike 
9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
Tipping Points in History  
ZOOM 9:30

J. Taddeo -  
Queen Elizabeth’s 7o Years  
ZOOM 1:30

M. Spence -  
Anarchy in the UK? 
9:30
J. Lundy -Your Deepest You 
ZOOM 1:30
G. Hauck - Best of Our  
50 States  1:30

C. Cook- Skywalk Tour  
(ONLY) 10:30-Noon
Tour & Lunch -  
10:30-2:00 pm
A.Zoellner - 
East Africa & Gorillas 
1:30

G. Eberle - Poet:  
Gerard Manley Hopkins  
9:30
K. Dernocoeur -  
Hiking Portugal’s 
Fisherman’s Trail  
1:30

M. Miller- Downtown GR - 
What’s Next?  
9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
Tipping Points in History  
ZOOM 9:30

J. Hess - Genetics  
ZOOM 1:30

J. Whipps -  
Unsung Women  
9:30
J. Lundy -  
Your Deepest You  
ZOOM 1:30

S. Eberle -  
Hats! A Cultural History  
ZOOM 9:30
A.Zoellner -  
East Africa & Gorillas 
1:30

L. DelBuono -  
Human Face of Climate 
Crisis  
ZOOM 9:30
J. King-  
Help Me Jesus!  
1:30

R. Bell -  
Road to Yorktown 
ZOOM 9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
Tipping Points in History 
ZOOM 9:30
K. Maag -  
The Experience of Exile Pt. 2 
ZOOM 1:30

A. Layton -  
Unsung Women  
9:30

S. Staggs -  
Native Americans
1:30

S. Eberle -  
Hats! A Cultural History  
ZOOM 9:30
L.. Tombelli -  
GR Sister City  
1:30

B. Soldaat -  
Coin Values  
1:30

Ford Museum Tour  
10:30

Fred Johnson Series -  
The Price We Paid  
9:30
K. Maag-  
The Experience of Exile Pt 2 
ZOOM 1:30

M. Williams -  
Unsung Women 
9:30 
S. Staggs -  
Native Americans 
1:30
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POSTMASTER PLEASE DELIVER
NOVEMBER 28-DECEMBER 3, 2022

Classes Begin
January 3, 2023


