
A heartfelt welcome back to OLLI scholars!!
Sheila, Carol, Susan and Corey

SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Fall I 2021

September 8 - October 29, 2021

FALL I REGISTRATION 
Monday, August 23, 2021

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Women Who Made  
Us Better Series 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Travels Around the World: 
Pakistan & Afghanistan  
with Jared Hauck 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Aldo Leopold: Conservation  
is a State of Harmony  
between Men and Land 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Housing the American Dream: 
A History of Building to the 
Big Short 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
History of Vaccinations 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Is There Equal Justice Under 
Law When it Comes to Race? 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
The Home Front vs. Frank 
McKay: The Postwar Battle  
for the Soul of Grand Rapids 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Fulton Street Graveyard 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
ABRAHAM: Did He Do  
the Dastardly Deed? 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Shaping Desire: 
A History of the 
Fashion System  
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Make Your Mark: 
Publish a  
Children’s Book 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Grand Rapids 
Downtown 
Buildings: A Guide 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Brain Chemistry 
and  
Ethical Decisions 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
The British 
and the Irish in 
the American 
Revolution ZOOM 
9:30 - 11:00
Mature Sondheim’s 
Broadway Creations 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
A Brief History of 
Underwear Part II 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Meijer Gardens: 
Union of Art  
and Nature ZOOM 
10:00 a.m.
Little Bit of Soul 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Tour of Sculpture 
Garden at the 
Dominican Center 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Wendell  
Berry’s Poetry 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
POTUS: The First 
Year in Office 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Supremes’  
Greatest Hit Makers 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
International 
Human Rights 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Germany  
between the wars:  
1918-1939 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The Great Flowering 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Tour of the Grand 
Rapids Public 
Museum Archives 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Genetic Basics 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Hiking in Japan 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
The Emergence 
of American 
Intellectuals 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
American Comedy 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
 The Black Russian 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Tour of American 
Artist Jasper Johns’ 
Paintings at the 
GRAM 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Covid 19 from  
the Front Lines  
1:30-3:30 p.m.

OMG WTH  
(What the heck)  
Does the 
Constitution 
Actually Say? 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Blue Lake  
Public Radio 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Woman’s World: 
Women Artists  
in Russia ZOOM 
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Scotland:  
Will Brexit  
Lead to “Scexit?” 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
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How to Register for 
Fall I 2021 OLLI Classes

Email class choices to one of these email addresses:

Phone registrations accepted during regular office hours,  M-TH 9am-noon

Preferred Registration Method

skk003@aquinas.edu
cag004@aquinas.edu
swp001@aquinas.edu

       through September 2. Normal hours after Labor Day

All major credit cards accepted - OLLI staff will contact you by phone for payment
information.
Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND processed.
For an OLLI Credit, a 2 business day notice is required BY EMAIL OR PHONE.

Refunds are OLLI Credits ONLY to be used during the 2021-22 OLLI Course Year.

Registration begins 
Monday, August 23 at 9 AM

Bronze Members

Silver Members

Gold Members

$25  
$17 per class

$60 
$12 per class

$450 
No charge for

classes 

All classes will be held at the Browne Center
2001 Robinson Rd., SE unless otherwise noted.

Select classes are virtual (ZOOM).

ALL Membership prices are for the
FULL academic year 2021-22.
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OLLI TUITION COURSES

MONDAY
Women Who  
Made Us Better Series
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Fred Johnson, Ph.D. 
is associate professor 
of history at Hope 
College. His primary 
field of study is 19th 
Century History, 
specifically, the  
Civil War. Dr. Johnson 
has received many 

awards, including the Hope Favorite 
and Most Outstanding Professor 
Awards.
Beginning in September and  
offered through Fall I, OLLI is 
pleased to host this lecture series 
from Dr. Fred Johnson, “Women 
Who Made Us Better.”
September 13 - Elizabeth Blackwell: 
Society told her that she was 
unqualified to heal humanity, so she 
ignored society and did it anyway. 

September 27 - Ida B. Wells: She 
never meant to be a hero until 
bloodthirsty, murdering lynch mobs 
forced her into enduring glory.

October 11 - Jane Addams: Society 
had been largely indifferent to 
the suffering of so many until she 
reached into her courageous heart 
to save lives and restore hope

October 25 - Delores Huerta: 
The powerful resistance of her 
opponents combined with the 
resentment of those opposed to 
her gender gifted her with ample 
reasons and energy to achieve their 
ultimate defeat. 
Location: Donnelly Center

Travels Around the World: 
Pakistan & Afghanistan  
with Jared Hauck
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes -  
September 13 & October 11

Jared Hauck, son 
of OLLI favorite 
professor Gary Hauck, 
is a travel expert. He 
is the owner of the 
local travel agency 
Percussive Tours 

and has a passion for traveling the 
world! He has ventured to over 130 
countries, spanning 6 continents. 
His life’s mission is to travel to every 
country and provide the community 
with travel advice and break cultural 
stereotypes.
On September 13, pack your bags 
and get ready to travel around 
the world! Jared will take you on a 
whirlwind adventure as he recounts 
a globe-trotting trip from the Azores 
all the way to Vietnam. Explore the 
culture, food, and natural beauty 
across many continents as he shares 
travel tips and hidden gems of 
each place. Then, on October 11, 
be prepared to also visit Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, and other forgotten 
nations. Some may not think of 
these lesser-known places as 
touristy, and that is exactly why 
Jared goes there. Join him as he 
shares an honest and insider view 
into these off-the-beaten-path 
destinations

Aldo Leopold: Conservation  
is a State of Harmony  
between Men and Land
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 class - September 20

Although Martha 
MacCleery’s work 
career was science-
based, gardening has 
always satisfied both 
her love of science and 
the arts . She is active 

in 4-H with young children and is a 

docent at Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Park, and serves as Education 
Committee chair at Wild Ones River 
City here in Grand Rapids. She is 
also an Advanced Master Gardener, 
Master Naturalist through MSU 
Extension, and a life-long learner. 
Follow Aldo Leopold’s life as he 
joined the U.S. Forest Service in 
1909, working around the country, 
all the while observing and 
thinking about what he saw and 
experienced. In 1935, he purchased 
a worn out sand county farm near 
Madison, Wisconsin. He and his 
family slowly turned the old farm 
into a beautifully restored landscape 
with abundant wildlife. That 
experience along with a lifetime 
of rich work experiences, became 
the basis of his landmark book, A 
Sand County Almanac, considered 
to be the basis of the conservation 
movement of the 20th century. The 
presenter challenges the audience 
as citizen scientists to be part of 
a modern concept of landscape 
stewardship in the 21st century, all 
the while honoring Aldo Leopold’s 
legacy. 

Housing the American  
Dream: A History of  
Building to the Big Short
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 classes - September 20 & 27

Matthew  
Daley, Ph.D., is a 
professor of history 
at GVSU. Dr. Daley’s 
research focuses 
on urban, public 
and social policy; 

Great Lakes maritime culture and 
technology; and public history.
Single-family homes are a 
cornerstone of American society. 
The methods to build and finance 
them are complicated ones, and 
this has often led to crises. These 
sessions examine the importance, 
style, spread, and problems that 
come with housing, especially the 
2008 financial crisis.
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History of Vaccinations
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class - October 4

Edward Cox, MD, 
retired as head of the 
Division of Academic 
General Pediatrics at 
Helen DeVos Children’s 
Hospital in 2013. 
He was previously 

in private pediatrics practice. He 
has been an active member of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
and served in several leadership and 
committee positions. He continues to 
teach first and second year medical 
students at MSU College of Human 
Medicine. Immunizations have been  
a vital part of his medical career. 
There has been a necessary focus on 
vaccination over the past year. When 
did vaccination start? Who started 
it? Was there vaccine hesitancy? 
What impact has vaccination had 
on public health? What are the 
recommended immunizations for 
senior citizens? Hopefully, we have 
some answers.

Is There Equal Justice Under 
Law When it Comes to Race?
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 class - October 4

Jackie Boyden, J.D., 
a graduate of U of M 
and Washington and 
Lee University School 
of Law, is currently a 
lecturer in Law and 
Public Administration 

at GVSU. Jackie spent over thirty years 
in roles including general counsel 
for a multi-hospital health system in 
Washington, D.C. and vice-president 
for BCBS of North Carolina.
What is the difference between 
being a “racist” and an anti-racist”? 
What does “institutional racism” 
mean? What is “white privilege,” and 
how does it affect white people’s 
understanding of racial issues? Why 
are the states enacting legislation 

about voting? Will the Justice 
Department’s lawsuits against the 
states succeed? Join Ms. Boyden 
for a discussion of current issues 
involving social justice, law, and 
race. She will begin the conversation 
with background information about 
Reconstruction and Jim Crow laws. 
The discussion will also include 
the George Floyd murder, police 
shootings nationwide, and “Black 
Lives Matter.”

The Home Front vs. Frank 
McKay: The Postwar Battle  
for the Soul of Grand Rapids
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Classes - October 18 

Jon VanderPloeg, 
an attorney at Smith, 
Haughey, Rice & 
Roegge, is an avid 
record collector and 
music historian.
For decades 

in the early part of the 20th 
Century, Michigan was awash 
in political corruption. Bribery 
bought legislation, and power 
brokers served themselves and 
their interests with money and 
patronage. Frank McKay, of Grand 
Rapids mastered the system and 
became the reputed “boss” of 
Michigan and Grand Rapids for at 
least two decades into the 50’s. He 
purposely remained a shadowy 
puppet master, narrowly avoiding 
criminal indictment more than 
once. Beginning during the war 
and picking up steam post-war into 
the 50’s, the “Home Front”, a local 
organization of reformers brought 
down the McKay machine, but not 
without a fight. The people and 
events are colorful and the fight 
at times harrowing. Generally, this 
story has been forgotten. But it is 
worth remembering for what it can 
teach us today about money, power, 
greed, but also about having, at 
times, to play ball to achieve worthy 
things for a community.

Fulton Street Graveyard
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class - October 18

Caroline Cook has 
a love for everything 
Grand Rapids. She 
founded Grand Rapids 
Running Tours in 
2014. Caroline tells 
fascinating tales and 

gives guided tours of Grand Rapids - 
highlighting the city’s culture, history, 
and growth. 
175+ years ago, in 1838, the new 
village of Grand Rapids opened their 
first public graveyard - just 12 years 
after the arrival of Louis Campau. As 
the first and the oldest graveyard 
in Grand Rapids history, these 
humble monuments and graves 
commemorate fascinating lives of 
first generation G-Rap colonists. 
Aren’t you just dying to know WHO? 
Enjoy a dramatic narrative while we 
wander through this quiet place of 
remembrance. Hop aboard the time 
machine… and see where original 
pioneer settlers of Grand Rapids lay 
in rest. This is an “in person” class - 
not a walking tour!

ABRAHAM: Did He  
Do the Dastardly Deed?
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class - October 25

Rabbi Emeritus, 
Albert Lewis, was 
ordained at HUC-JIR 
in 1969. Rabbi Lewis 
earned his Doctorate 
in Hebrew Literature 
in 1978 and has been 

awarded a Doctor of Divinity degree 
by HUC-JIR (1994) and a Doctorate of 
Literary Letters by Aquinas College. 
He is a nationally recognized writer 
and speaker. The rabbi is the founding 
president of Hospice of Grand Rapids 
(MI) and the Western Michigan 
chapter of the Michigan Society  
for Gerontology.
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COURSES CONT.

The saga of Abram and Sarai ( who 
become Abraham and Sarah) is 
well known; BUT the relationship 
between Abraham and Isaac is 
still up for scholarly debate. Did 
Abraham sacrifice or almost-
sacrifice Isaac? What was Sarah’s 
role? What was Issac’s role? How 
old was this “child?” Where does 
the Bible say was the birthplace of 
Abraham? Did he lie about Sarai 
being his sister? If so, why? What 
is the meaning of chronological 
anachronism as it applies to 
contemporary values? Why does 
Abraham tell his “lads’’ to stay back 
with the donkeys? How do the 
medieval rabbis understand all of 
this? Does this story presage Jesus? 
And more- Oh my!

TUESDAY
Shaping Desire: A History of 
the Fashion System 
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Classes -  
September 14, 28 and October 5 

Suzanne  
Eberle, Ph.D. is a 
professor emerita of 
Art History at Kendall 
College of Art & 
Design. Her areas of 
specialization include 

Modern and Contemporary Art, as 
well as art related to issues of the 
body, including the History of Fashion.
The history of garments is a 
fascinating topic of art study. 
But what about the other areas 
of design that support both the 
business and aesthetics of fashion? 
Let’s examine several ways in which 
the dream that is fashion has been 
cultivated and questioned within 
the last two centuries. The class 
topics over the 3 weeks will be: 
Fashion Illustration, Fashion Spaces, 
and Fashion Photography.

Make Your Mark:  
Publish a Children’s Book
Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
4 Classes -  
September 14, 21, 28 & October 5

Betty Epperly 
has taught self-
publishing classes 
at various schools, 
colleges and 
organizations for 
over ten years. She 

has published anthologies including 
A Time to Serve: Remembering 
World War II, and is the co-author  
of Ripple Effects: Ten West 
Michigan Nonprofits Serve,  
Inspire, Transform. Through her 
company, Crooked Tree Stories, she 
assists individuals in writing and 
publishing life stories, novels and 
children’s books.
In this course, you will learn the 
fundamentals of writing children’s 
stories. Discussion topics will 
include story flow and themes, 
literary techniques and devices, 
effective characterization and other 
elements, and storyboarding. Much 
of the class will be workshop-style, 
including one-on-one conferencing 
with the instructor and light editing. 
You will receive invaluable ideas and 
input from other class members. 
Illustration and publishing options 
will be presented. Maximum: 18

Grand Rapids  
Downtown Buildings: A Guide
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class - September 28

Pam VanderPloeg 
is a researcher/
historian who has a 
passion for history 
and architecture. 
She spent 11 years 
as assistant director 

of the Kent District Library, served 
as director of research and creative 
services at West Michigan Modern, 
and ended her career directing the 
work of researching, documenting 

and preserving Grand Rapids 
architectural history at Architecture 
Grand Rapids.
Pam will talk about her new book, 
Grand Rapids Downtown Buildings, 
which shares the fun of discovering 
the history and provenance of these 
gorgeous and new city buildings 
and features. Her book includes 178 
Grand Rapids’ buildings organized 
into 14 short walks with building 
information that can be linked. Also, 
this book is a size that makes it easy 
to carry.

Brain Chemistry  
and Ethical Decisions
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class - October 5

Victoria  
Vuletich, J.D. is 
a Distinguished 
Emeritus Professor 
at Western Michigan 
University Cooley 
Law School where 

she served as an assistant dean 
for two years on the Grand Rapids 
campus. Currently, she is a public 
speaker, corporate educator, 
consultant and coach focusing on 
ethical wellness and wisdom. Her 
company, Ethics Squared, helps 
organizations and individuals grow 
their ethical wellness and wisdom to 
better navigate today’s complex world
Did you know that brain chemistry 
- the stew of hormones and 
neurotransmitters in our brain at 
any given time - can influence the 
quality of our ethics decisions? And 
that it plays a role in the partisan 
divide? This program provides 
practical tools to help you better 
understand and navigate our 
complex world - including how 
process ethics and brain chemistry 
can help bridge the partisan divide. 
You will be surprised at how fun and 
easy some of these tools are.
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The British and the Irish  
in the American Revolution
Tuesday, 9:30 - 11:00 ZOOM
2 Classes - October 12 & 19

Richard Bell, Ph.D., 
is professor of history 
at the University of 
Maryland. He has 
won more than a 
dozen teaching 
awards, including 

the University System of Maryland 
Board of Regents Faculty Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, the highest 
honor for teaching faculty in the 
Maryland state system. He serves as 
a Trustee of the Maryland Historical 
Society, as an elected member of the 
Colonial Society of Massachusetts, 
and as a fellow of the Royal  
Historical Society. 
Join Dr. Bell via ZOOM. Seen 
through American eyes, the 
Revolution marks a triumphant 
moment. Through British and Irish 
eyes, however, it looked quite 
different. To King George, the war 
for independence was a temper 
tantrum by an ungrateful colonial 
rabble. But, as historian Richard Bell 
explains in lecture one, beyond the 
palace and Parliament, Britain was 
bitterly divided as to how to win 
the war and whether it was worth 
it. In lecture two, Bell examines 
the crucial roles played by men of 
Irish heritage in fighting that war 
by reconstructing the history of 
Anglo-Irish antagonism, the role of 
religious faith in decisions about 
loyalty, and the extraordinary 
impact the Revolution had on 
Ireland itself.

Mature Sondheim’s  
Broadway Creations
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
3 Classes - October 12, 19 & 26

Michael Dodge 
earned his A.B. from 
Oberlin College and 
the M.A. in Divinity 
from the University 
of Chicago. He has 
also completed 

extensive course work in the history 
and religions of Western culture. 
HIs teaching experience includes 
Aquinas College and Michigan State 
University. He is a favorite at OLLI.
Michael will give an exploration 
of Broadway musicals created 
by Stephen Sondheim in the 
second half of his prolific career, 
beginning in the mid-1970s. 
Building on his early collaborations 
with composers and performers 
like Leonard Bernstein and Ethel 
Merman (in West Side Story and 
Gypsy, respectively), Company and 
Follies had established him as one 
of the most prominent voices in a 
changing New York musical theater 
scene. He would go on to challenge 
convention and bring his unique 
visions to the stage during the 
next twenty years, with shows like 
Sweeney Todd, Into the Woods, and 
Assassins.

A Brief History of  
Underwear Part II
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Class - October 26

Back in April,  
Dr. Suzanne Eberle 
gave the first class 
on the history of 
male and female 
underwear. She 
took us from ancient 

Greece through most of the 19th 
century. Continue the investigation 
by examining the changing 
technologies and cultural attitudes 
that affected undergarments, 
beginning in about 1890 and 
moving into the 21st century.

WEDNESDAY
Meijer Gardens: Union  
of Art and Nature
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. ZOOM
1 class - September 8
Michigan OLLIs are Collaborating 
in hosting virtual events through 
December highlighting local arts in 
each of the four OLLIs in the State: 
OLLI at the University of Michigan;  
at Saginaw Valley State University;  
at Western Michigan University and, 
of course, our OLLI at Aquinas College. 
Join the first collaborating virtual tour 
at our own Frederik Meijer Gardens 
and Sculpture Park with Curators  
of Education Eve Choi and  
Amber Oudsema. 
Opened in 1995 through the joint 
efforts of philanthropist Frederik 
Meijer and the West Michigan 
Horticultural Society, Meijer 
Gardens combines thought-
provoking sculpture with beautiful 
flowers and horticulture displays. 
Annually, 700,000 visitors come to 
view this spacious 158-acre park, 
which continues to add world 
class sculptures and gardens to its 
collection. Meijer Gardens’ mission 
is to promote the enjoyment, 
understanding, and appreciation 
of gardens, sculpture, the natural 
environment, and the arts. This 
event is free to members of OLLI as 
well as to the members of the other 
four participating Michigan OLLIs. 
Registration is required through 
the OLLI at University of Michigan 
website, olli.info@umich.edu  
or call 734-998-9351.

Little Bit of Soul
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 class - September 15

Dave Kampfschulte, 
director of Amazing 
Circles Workshops, 
does not believe that 
questions stop once 
we leave school. He 
has been 

Free to  OLLI  members!
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COURSES CONT.

facilitating thought provoking classes, 
discussions, and activities for years. 
Our attempts to define the illusive 
concept of soul has been a challenge 
for humans throughout the ages. 
Join Dave as we continue the 
thought provoking quest, limited 
by our vocabulary, but not by our 
enthusiasm for asking questions, 
sharing our thoughts, and increasing 
our knowledge.

Tour of Sculpture Garden  
at the Dominican Center
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
1 class - September 22

Bronze sculptor 
Mic Carlson, a 
professional sculptor/
artist for over 30 
years, was born in 

Grand Rapids, Michigan in 1965. He 
has operated his own galleries in Grand 
Rapids and Saugatuck.. He has had 4 
exhibitions in Italy, including a month-
long exhibition at the Basilica of San 
Francesco in Assisi, Italy. He has earned 
respect and notoriety from private 
collectors and patrons of the art.
Mic Carlson will take OLLI students 
on “The Garden Trail” at the 
Dominican Center. Mic conceived 
and created the sculptures along the 
trail which depict St. Francis of Assisi 
in postures of prayer, meditation, 
and thought. He will discuss his 
sculptures in the gardens as well as 
other well known art pieces he has 
created. 
Please meet no later than  
11:15 a.m.in the Dominican  
Center Garden.
Location: 2025 Fulton St E
Max: 30

Wendell Berry’s Poetry
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 classes - September 22 & 29

Michael  
Stevens, Ph.D. 
teaches American 
and Russian 
Literature and 

Creative Writing at Cornerstone 
University. He received his doctorate in 
literature from the University of Dallas.
The Kentucky farmer and writer 
Wendell Berry has produced 60 
years worth of fiction, essays, and 
poetry, all rooted in the idea that 
local communities and sustainable 
practices are not only good but 
imperative amidst the destruction 
of late-modern culture. His poetry 
is particularly rich and eloquent in 
both its tones of lament--towards 
warfare, devastation of the land 
and of human bonds--and of 
celebration--of the simple pleasures 
of springtime and of friendships that 
endure through suffering and even 
death. Join Dr. Stevens in reading 
through some of Berry’s most 
significant, beautiful, and insightful 
poems, with the discussion ranging 
from how poetry works to how 
we might find healing in our most 
essential relationships.

POTUS: The First Year in Office
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 classes - September 29,  
October 6 & 13

Don Zinman, Ph.D., 
teaches political 
science at Grand Valley 
State University. He 
received his doctorate 
and masters degrees 
from the University of 

Texas in Austin. His research centers 
upon the presidency, political parties, 
and American political development.
Join Dr. Zinman as he discusses the 
first, important 12 months of recent 
and past presidents. The different 
ways in which presidents enter 
the White House often shape their 
first-year prospects and agendas as 
well as chance to win a second term. 
Many believe the most important 
time for a new president is that 
crucial first year. It is a time of first-
year legislative successes or a time of 
failed promises and perils.

Supremes’ Greatest Hit Makers
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes - October 6 & 13

Devin  
Schindler, J.D. is 
a distinguished 
professor emeritus 
at Western Michigan 
University-Cooley 
Law School. He has 

argued 3 times in the Michigan 
Supreme Court and has litigated 
numerous constitutional issues at 
all levels of state and federal courts. 
Professor Schindler is a frequent legal 
commentator whose remarks have 
appeared in Time Magazine, The 
New York Times and many other 
media outlets.
Who are the individual justices who 
had the greatest impact on our 
American polity? Most folks can name 
our greatest Presidents and even 
legislators. But many of our greatest 
jurists are little known outside of 
academic circles. In these engaging 
and highly interactive sessions, 
Professor Schindler will bring to life 
the Supreme Court Justices who 
made the biggest difference in 
American history. Despite their high 
pedestal, Supreme Court Justice are, 
at the end of the day, people. People 
whose backstories help explain some 
of the many important decisions that 
continue to shape what it means to 
be an American. As a bonus, Professor 
Schindler will also begin each session 
with an update on the important 
cases of the last 12 months. 

International Human Rights
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes - October 20 & 27

Roger  
Durham, Ph.D. 
University of Oregon, 
is Director of the 
International Studies 
Program and professor 
of political College. He 

is also the Palmatier Endowed Chair 
of Political Science at Aquinas. Doc, as 
his students affectionately call him, is 
one of the most popular professors on 
campus - and with our OLLI students!
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Dr. Durham will focus on 
“Responsibility to Protect” (R2P). R2P 
was adopted by the international 
community in 2005 following 
the horrendous genocides and 
human rights violations of the 
1990s (Yugoslavia, Rwanda and 
Sierra Leone). R2P goes beyond 
peacekeeping, allowing for 
“peacemaking.” The United Nations 
Security Council adopted R2P in 
response to the Libyan crackdown 
on civilians during the Arab Spring. 
However, the patterns of R2P 
application have been inconsistent 
at best. This class will focus on 
the historical development of 
humanitarianism, the International 
Criminal Court, R2P, as well as current 
cases such as Myanmar, the war in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, and others.

Germany between  
the wars: 1918-1939
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 classes - October 20 & 27

Karin Maag, Ph.D., 
is Director of H. Henry 
Meeter Center for 
Calvin Studies and 
history professor 
at Calvin College. 
She earned a B.A. 

from Concordia University, Montreal; 
M.A. and Ph.D. in Reformation 
History from the University of Saint 
Andrews,Scotland. 
By the end of World War I, the 
German Empire had been defeated. 
The Kaiser abdicated, and the Treaty 
of Versailles was intended to ensure 
that “the war to end all wars” would 
never recur. Yet during the 1920s 
and 1930s, Germany’s internal 
politics shifted to an increasingly 
aggressive and expansionist 
mindset. Was this transformation 
inevitable? This course will consider 
the various factors that led to the 
rise of fascism in Germany, and 
reflect on the stages of Hitler’s 
rise to power, and on the words 
and actions of those who stood in 
opposition to him.

THURSDAY
The Great Flowering
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Classes - September 9, 16, 23 & 30

Gary Eberle is a 
professor Emeritus of 
English at Aquinas 
College where he 
taught literature, 
humanities and 
writing. He is the 

author of eight books of fiction and 
non-fiction. He served as chair of the 
English department for 15 years, was 
twice named outstanding faculty 
member of the year by the Aquinas 
College Student Senate, and, in 
2019, was inducted into the Aquinas 
College Hall of Fame. Eberle has been 
teaching regularly in the Emeritus/
OLLI program since 1983.
The period between the so-called 
Dark Ages and the Renaissance is 
often overlooked in history surveys, 
but European civilization shifted 
in dramatic ways between 1050 
and 1250 C.E. It was the age of 
cathedrals, the invention of romantic 
love, the Crusades, the origins of 
the great universities, and of figures 
like Hildegard von Bingen, Eleanor 
of Aquitaine and Thomas Aquinas. 
Also, crucially, it was a period shaped 
in many ways by European contact 
with the Islamic world. This course 
will use an integrated humanities 
approach to explore the music, art, 
architecture and philosophy of this 
pivotal but often neglected period.

Tour of the Grand Rapids 
Public Museum Archives
Thursday, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
1 Class - September 16

Chuck Schoenknecht 
and Ward Paul are 
expert appraisers of 
art and antiques in 
Grand Rapids. They 
have been summoned 
to museums, art 

institutes and art patrons’ homes all 
over the country. Both appeared and 
appraised items when the Antique 
RoadShow came to West Michigan.
Meet Chuck and Ward at the 
GRPM Community Archives and 
Research Center where the historical 
documents and artifact collections 
of the Grand Rapids Public Museum 
are stored. Chuck and Ward have 
been spending every Wednesday 
this past summer going through 
items to determine what should 
be thrown away and what should 
be kept. Walk through the Center 
with them as they discover history, 
wonderful finds, and, dare we say, a 
lot of junk!  
Meet no later than 11:15 at  
223 Washington ST SE.  
Maximum: 30

Genetic Basics
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 class - September 23

Jennifer Hess, Ph.D. 
joined the Aquinas 
College Biology 
Department in 2005. 
Dr. Hess teaches 
microbiology, cell 
biology, genetics, 

immunology and a class in her 
specialty, human genetics. She earned 
her Ph.D. in 2003 from the University 
of Maryland.
In this session, students will learn the 
fundamentals of human genetics. 
Dr. Hess will also explore common 
misconceptions about some human 
traits that are genetic and some 
that are not. The class will conclude 
with time for genetics questions and 
answers.

Hiking in Japan
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class - September 30

Kate Dernocoeur, 
NREMT, and firefighter 
(now retired), has 
written numerous 
books, articles 
and columns for 
emergency service 
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personnel. In addition, she authored A 
Worthy Expedition: The History of 
Nols in 2017. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism from Boston 
University’s College of Communication 
and an MFA in creative nonfiction 
writing from Western Michigan 
University. She continues to travel 
the world and, fortunately for OLLI 
students, takes us with her on her 
adventures!
OLLI students will travel vicariously 
through Japan with Kate as she 
hikes the back roads of the country. 
We will not only learn about the 
amazing beauty of the countryside, 
kogais, and towns, but also learn 
about the people who live in this 
beautiful land. Join Kate once again 
for an amazing trip. Don’t forget 
your boots!

The Emergence of  
American Intellectuals
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes - October 7 & 14

Paul Murphy, Ph.D., 
teaches courses 
in history, with an 
emphasis in American 
intellectual, cultural, 
and political history. 
He has written 

several books including The New Era: 
American Thought and Culture 
in the 1920s and The Rebuke of 
History: The Southern Agrarians and 
American Conservative Thought. 
In 1907, William James wryly 
observed that one’s philosophy 
(how one made sense of the world) 
had become the “most interesting 
and important thing about you.” 
Scientific discoveries called into 
question many previously accepted 
truths. Modern life - James seemed 
to suggest - required everyone to 
become an intellectual. This course 
examines the rise of intellectuals 
in the U.S. in the first decades of 
the twentieth century. We will 
look at the great optimism and 
self-importance of the “Young 
Intellectuals,” feminists, and social 

scientists who urged Americans to 
discard previous beliefs. Opponents 
mocked the new intellectuals as 
effete “highbrows” or scorned them 
as atheists. The requirement to 
choose a philosophy became a new 
source of national division, one still 
felt today. 

American Comedy
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
2 Classes - October 7 & 14

Jason Stevens, Ph.D., 
is assistant professor of 
English at Cornerstone 
University. He earned 
his degrees from the 
University of Dallas.
Comedy is serious 

business! Since ancient times, it has 
served important philosophical, 
political, and metaphysical purposes. 
This class will explore the origins 
and development of comedy, 
from Ancient Greece to Late Night 
monologues, as well as comedy’s 
social, philosophical, and rhetorical 
uses. Dr. Stevens will also discuss 
how jokes work and why we laugh 
at what we laugh at. 

The Black Russian
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
2 Classes - October 21 & 28

Professor  
Lingenfelter, visiting 
professor at GVSU, 
specializes in early 
20th century Russian 
history and teaches 
courses in world, 
European, and 
American history. 
Recent books include 

Russia in the 21st Century (2012) 
and The Modern West: Issues and 
Perspectives (2018). His current 
project, a study in international 
relations, is the story of the Soviet sale 
of the world’s oldest Bible to the  
British Museum in 1933, tentatively 
titled Stalin’s Bible: An Ancient 
Treasure’s Journey through a 
Revolutionary Age.

A slave son finding more freedom in 
Imperial Russia than in Progressive 
Era America? It happened to 
Frederick Bruce Thomas and his 
captivating biography tells a 
forgotten story: the role of race in 
the U.S-Russian relationship. Join 
Dr. Van Lingenfelter as he explores 
what drew Frederick to Russia, how 
he made his fortune there, and his 
narrow escape to a new life after  
his harrowing experience in the  
Russian Revolution.
 
Tour of American  
Artist Jasper Johns’  
Paintings at the GRAM
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class - October 21 

Kristen Hoeker 
is originally 
from Muskegon, 
Michigan and 

attended Central Michigan University, 
earning a Bachelor of Arts, majoring 
in Anthropology and minoring in both 
Museum Studies and History. Kristen 
has worked in the museum field for 
20 years. She has been at the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum since 2017 as the 
Group Experience Manager in the 
Learning & Creativity Department.
Kristen will take students on a  
guided tour of the GRAM exhibition 
An Art of Changes: Jasper Johns 
Prints 1960-2018 to discover the 
stories and secrets behind the 
works of art and the artist who 
created them through the decades. 
When American artist Jasper Johns’ 
paintings of flags and targets were 
first exhibited in 1958, they brought 
him instant acclaim and established 
him as a link between Abstract 
Expressionism and Pop Art. Over 
the following 60 years, Johns has 
continued to fascinate viewers with 
his beautiful, complex paintings, 
drawings, sculpture, and prints. 
Today, he is considered one of the 
greatest living American artists.  
After the tour, students will visit  
the GRAM Studio and create their 
own print artwork to take home!  
Meet in the GRAM lobby  
no later than 1:15 p.m. 
Maximum: 30

COURSES CONT.
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Covid 19 from the Front Lines 
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
1 Class - October 28

Gordana 
Simeunovic M.D. 
is an associate 
professor at MSU 
and an infectious 
disease specialist at 
Spectrum health. 

Dr. Simeunovic is passionate about 
research and teaching. From the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Dr. Simeunovic has been at the front 
lines fighting against the virus and 
also leading COVID-19 research. 
Under her guidance, Spectrum Health 
was the first hospital in Michigan 
to use convalescent plasma and 
later monoclonal antibodies for the 
treatment of the infection.
In this presentation, Dr. Simeunovic 
will provide a brief overview of 
available treatment options for 
COVID-19 and the role of research in 
the treatment development. She will 
also discuss the dramatic days on 
the front lines in the hospital when 
the virus infections were at their 
highest levels.

FRIDAY
OMG WTH (What the heck) 
Does the Constitution  
Actually Say?
Friday, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
3 classes - September 10, 24, 
October 8

Ian MacNeil is a 2014 
graduate of Aquinas 
College and a member 
of the Aquinas 
Alumni Association 
Leadership Council. 
He works as an 

instructional designer for a machinery 
training program, but his passion for 
film and politics has translated to a 
nearly eight-year partnership with 
OLLI - most notably as the host of 
OLLI’s annual Oscar Party.

Ian returns to his OLLI roots with 
this update of his “Fast Food 
Constitution”, a digestible, drive-thru 
translation of the US Constitution, 
which he first presented in 2013. 
In the book, OMG WTH Does the 
Constitution Actually Say? (based 
on Ben Sheehan’s book of a similar 
name), Ian will explore today’s 
headlines through a constitutional 
lens, modernize the language of 
the Framers, deliver a crash course 
in civic engagement by outlining 
the cascading impact of the Census, 
and test your knowledge of how 
democracy is supposed to work.

Blue Lake Public Radio
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 class - September 17

Blue Lake Public Radio’s Jazz Director, 
Lazaro Vega, started at Blue Lake 
in March of 1983, 8 months after 
Bob Hope spoke the first station I.D. 
ever heard on the air from Blue Lake 
Fine Arts Camp. In 2018, Vega was 
nominated by JazzWeek.com as 
Programmer of the Year entailing The 
Bobby Jackson Award, which is voted 
on by people who promote jazz record 
airplay and keep Blue Lake in new 
releases.
Please join Blue Lake Public Radio’s 
Jazz Director Lazaro Vega as he 
discusses the cultural necessity 
of Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp; how 
jazz has found a place in the mass 
media of west Michigan because of 
Blue Lake’s commitment to music 
education; and how it’s done, this 
radio thing.

Woman’s World:  
Women Artists in Russia 
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  ZOOM
1 Class - October 1

Carol Veldman 
Rudie, Ph.D. is the 
Education Outreach 
Coordinator at the 
Museum of Russia 
Art in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. She has 

been presenting many Russian art 
classes as well as topics from the 
Romanovs, the Faberge and other 
icons for the University of Michigan. 
She also regularly presents for 
Rochester’s LIFE program. She is a 
graduate of Calvin University and 
loves the Grand Rapids area. 
Where in the world are women 
artists? The answer: In Russia.  
This ZOOM presentation traces the 
ways in which women artists were 
vital to the development of their 
culture’s visual artistry. Textile  
artists, painters, folk artists and  
non-conformist women contributed 
both to their own country and  
to the international scene. 

Scotland:  
Will Brexit Lead to “Scexit?”
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
3 Classes - October 15, 22 & 29

Martin Spence 
Ph.D., is associate 
professor of history at 
Cornerstone University 
where he teaches 
World and European 
History. He pursued his 

undergraduate and doctoral studies at 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford.
In May 2021, the Scottish National 
Party won a victory in regional 
elections, solidifying its call for a 
second referendum on the issue of 
Scottish Independence. This class 
will explore the historical context 
of Scotland’s place in the United 
Kingdom, discuss the reasons 
for and against independence, 
introduce the reasons for the growth 
of Scottish nationalism in the late 
twentieth century, and examine 
what would happen to the UK if 
Scotland left.

Rescheduledfrom Spring 2021



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Ed Cox M.D.: History  
of Vaccinations  
9:30
Jackie Boyden:  
Social Justice and Race  
1:30

Dr. Suzanne Eberle: History 
of the Fashion System 9:30
Betty Epperly: Publish  
a Children’s Book 11:30
Victoria Vuletich:  
Brain Chemistry and  
Ethical Decisions 1:30

Dr. Don Zinman: POTUS: 
The First Year in Office  
9:30
Devin Schindler:  
Supreme Court Updates  
1:30

Dr. Paul Murphy: 
Emergence of  
American Intellectuals  
9:30
Dr. Jason Stevens:  
American Comedy  
1:30

Ian MacNeil:  
The Constitution 
9:30

Dr. Fred Johnson Series:  
Women Who Made Us  
Better  
9:30 (DC)
Jared Hauck:  
Travel the World  
1:30

ZOOM Dr. Richard Bell: 
British & Irish in the  
American Revolution 
9:30
Michael Dodge: Sondheim’s 
Broadway Creations  
1:30

Dr. Don Zinman: POTUS: 
The First Year in Office  
9:30
Devin Schindler:  
Supreme Court Updates  
1:30

Dr. Paul Murphy: 
Emergence of  
American Intellectuals  
9:30
Dr. Jason Stevens:  
American Comedy  
1:30

Dr. Martin Spence:  
Brexit and Scotland  
9:30

Jon VanderPloeg:  
GR’s Frank McKay  
9:30 a.m.
Caroline Cook:  
Fulton Street Graveyard  
1:30

ZOOM Dr. Richard Bell: 
British & Irish in the 
American Revolution 
9:30
Michael Dodge: Sondheim’s 
Broadway Creations  
1:30

Dr. Roger Durham:  
International Human Rights 
9:30
Dr. Karin Maag:  
Germany1918-1939  
1:30

Dr. Scott Lingenfelter:  
The Black Russian  
9:30
Kristen Hoeker: Jasper 
Johns at the GRAM  
1:30 (TOUR)

Dr. Martin Spence:  
Brexit and Scotland  
9:30

Dr. Fred Johnson Series: 
Women Who Made Us 
Better  
9:30 (DC)
Al Lewis: Abraham  
1:30

Dr. Suzanne Eberle:  
History of Underwear  
Part II  
9:30
Michael Dodge: Sondheim’s 
Broadway Creations 
1:30

Dr. Roger Durham: 
International Human Rights  
9:30
Dr. Karin Maag:  
Germany 1918-1939  
1:30

Dr. Scott Lingenfelter:  
The Black Russian  
9:30
Gordana Simeunovic M.D.: 
Covid 19 Front Lines  
1:30

Dr. Martin Spence:  
Brexit and Scotland  
9:30

OCTOBER Fall I 2021
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

LABOR DAY
ZOOM - Meijer Gardens:  
Union of Art + Nature  
10:00

Gary Eberle:  
Great Flowering 
9:30

Ian MacNeil:  
The Constitution 
9:30

Dr. Fred Johnson Series: 
Women Who Made  
Us Better  
9:30 (DC)
Jared Hauck:  
Travel the World 
1:30

Dr. Suzanne Eberle:  
History of the Fashion  
System  
9:30
Betty Epperly: Publish  
a Children’s Book  
11:30

Dave Kampfschulte:  
Little Bit of Soul  
9:30

Gary Eberle:  
Great Flowering 
9:30
Chuck & Ward: GR Public 
Museum Archives (TOUR)  
11:30

Lazaro Vega:  
Blue Lake Public Radio  
9:30

Martha McCleery:  
Land Ethics  
9:30
Dr. Daley: Housing the 
American Dream  
1:30

Betty Epperly: Publish  
a Children’s Book  
11:30

Mic Carlson: Dominican  
Center Sculpture (TOUR)  
11:30
Dr. Michael Stevens:  
Wendell Berry  
1:30

Gary Eberle:  
Great Flowering 
9:30
Dr. Jennifer Hess:  
Genetic Basics 
1:30

Ian MacNeil:  
The Constitution 
9:30

Dr. Fred Johnson Series: 
Women Who Made Us 
Better  
9:30 (DC)
Dr. Daley: Housing the  
American Dream  
1:30

Dr. Suzanne Eberle:  
History of the Fashion  
System 9:30
Betty Epperly: Publish a  
Children’s Book 11:30
Pam VanderPloeg:  
GR Buildings 1:30

Dr. Don Zinman: POTUS: 
The First Year in Office 9:30
Dr. Michael Stevens:  
Wendell Berry 1:30
OLLI CELEBRATION:  
48 YRS OF LIFELONG  
LEARNING! 5-8 PM

Gary Eberle:  
Great Flowering 
9:30
Kate Dernocoeur:  
Hiking in Japan  
1:30

ZOOM Dr. Carol Rudie: 
Russian Women Artists  
9:30
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Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

Look for these classes in Fall II
Women Who Made Us Better Series 
Dr. Fred Johnson
Germany Between the Wars Continued 
Dr. Karin Maag
Harlem Renaissance 
Jon VanderPloeg and Dr. Fred Johnson
Beer City Dog Biscuits/Brody’s Be Cafe,  
and Red Glasses Movement
Immigration -  
Dr. Robert Schoone-Jongen
Grand Rapids Public Museum 
Executive Director Dale Robertson

Fall I 2021 
Course Schedule

Registration Begins:  
Wednesday, August 23, 2021

 Phone: 616.632.2430
aquinas.edu/olli

POSTMASTER
PLEASE DELIVER
AUGUST 16-20, 2021

Classes Begin
September 8, 2021


