
Welcome back OLLI scholars!
Sheila, Carol, Susan and Corey

SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Fall I 2022

September 6 - October 27, 2022

FALL REGISTRATION 
Begins Monday, August 8, 2022

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dr. Fred Johnson 
Series - Tipping 
Points in History 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Search for an 
American Sound 
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Meditation 
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Michigan  
History with  
Dr. Matthew Daley 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Envisioning the City 
ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Marijuana,  
CBD and the  
“Wild West“ 
of Medicinal 
Botanicals 
1:30-3:00 p.m

What Aging Asks 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Been a Long Time  
Since We Rock & Rolled 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Reading the Tea Leaves: 
What the Historic 2021-22 
Term Suggests about the 
Direction of the Supreme 
Court ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Ukrainian Architecture  
or What Was 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Lost Son ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

African American History 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 

They Call Me Doc: 
Army Medics and Navy 
Corpsmen in World War II, 
Vietnam and Afghanistan 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Hudson’s: One of Many 
Lost Department Stores 
ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m. 

Trees and  
Haunted Buildings at 
Aquinas College  
1:30-3:00 p.m.

A Citizen’s Guide to 
The 1619 Project & 
Critical Race Theory  
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Jack Kerouac:  
“King of Beats”  
ZOOM! 
11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Walking Tour of Ada 
- Art Prize Tour -  
Art DArt II  
1:30-3:00 p.m.

History of  
Minstrel Shows 
9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Boats Made in 
Holland: A Michigan 
Tradition ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Half a Lifetime of 
Mountains 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Peace and Conflict  
in Modern Society 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Advanced Drawing 
with Scott 
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

The History of Poland 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Demons, Dominion, 
and Donald: 
Exploring the 
“New Apostolic 
Reformation” 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Finding Your Voice: 
Memoir Writing 
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Walking Dickens’ 
London 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

The Hobbitt 
1`:30-3:00 pm

Who Wrote 
Shakespeare’s Plays? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Battle in the Donbas: 
Russia, Ukraine, and 
the Future of Europe 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Everything is a Story 
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Ukrainian Art:  
Across Multiple 
Cultures ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Amazing Stories 
of the Great Lakes 
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Supreme Court 
Review with Devin 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Tragedy of  
Tom Paine 
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Lincoln’s  
Leadership  
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
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OLLI Membership Levels
and Pricing

Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND
processed.
For an OLLI Credit, a 2 business day notice is required BY EMAIL OR
PHONE.
Refunds for tuition may be in the form of an OLLI credit or a credit card
refund.  An OLLI credit will be issued unless you specify otherwise.

Registration begins Monday, August 8 
Call 616-632-2430

or email Carol - cag004@aquinas.edu
or Susan - skk003@aquinas.edu

Register for Fall I 2022 
OLLI Classes

BRONZE
MEMBERSHIP

 

$25
Classes $17/each

 

SILVER
MEMBERSHIP

 

$60
Classes $14/each

GOLD
MEMBERSHIP

 

$450
Unlimited classes

 
 Classes will begin Tuesday, September 6

There will be both ZOOM and in-person sessions
 This is a perfect time to start your Fall season

meeting new people, getting re-aquainted with friends,
and enjoying all OLLI has to offer! 
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Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND
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$25
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SILVER
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$60
Classes $14/each

GOLD
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Unlimited classes

 
 Classes will begin Tuesday, September 6

There will be both ZOOM and in-person sessions
 This is a perfect time to start your Fall season

meeting new people, getting re-aquainted with friends,
and enjoying all OLLI has to offer! 

• Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND 
processed.

• In order to receive an OLLI Credit, a 2 business day cancellation  
notice is required by EMAIL OR PHONE.

• Refunds for tuition may be in the form of an OLLI credit or a credit card 
refund. An OLLI credit will be issued unless you specify otherwise.



3

OLLI TUITION COURSES

MONDAY
Dr. Fred Johnson Series -  
Tipping Points in History
Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
6 Classes - September 12, 26 ;  
October 3, 10, 17, 24

Fred Johnson, Ph.D. 
is professor of history 
at Hope College. 
His primary field of 
study is 19th Century 
History, specifically the 
Civil War. Dr. Johnson 
has received many 
awards, including the 

Hope Favorite and Most Outstanding 
Professor Awards.
September 12 (Donnelly) - 
Deconstruction of Reconstruction: 
The decaying remnants of the post-
Civil War Reconstruction were finally 
crushed by old challenges that 
survived into the 20th Century. 
September 26 (ZOOM) - Promises, 
Promises : American leadership 
promised that Europe’s war would 
remain Europe’s war, until their 
conflict became America’s problem.
October 3 (Donnelly) - Good 
Riddance Legion: They 
masqueraded as saviors of 
American democracy, culture, and 
morality until truth ended their 
malevolent charade. 
October 10 (ZOOM) - He Said, 
then She said and the Spell was 
Broken: A Political thug disgraced 
the Constitution and bullied his way 
to power until two weary patriots 
said:”Enough!”
October 17 (Donnelly) - Eilene 
of the Stars: Her intellectual 
brilliance and the plucky coarseness 
of a powerful political prodigy 
established a foundation for 
America’s future technologic 
domination. 
October 24 (ZOOM) - Wolves in 
Advertising Clothing: Vast sums 
of money and corruption could not 
silence the evidence presented daily 
by the Grim Reaper.

The Search for an  
American Sound ZOOM!
Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - September 19

Emanuel Abramovits 
is a mechanical 
engineer with an 
MBA. He has been 
a concert promoter 
since 2000, directly 
involved in many 

concerts in South America and 
the US by international artists, like 
Itzhak Perlman, Gustavo Dudamel, 
Sarah Brightman, Journey, Kenny G 
and many more. He designed and 
staged many original orchestral 
events, including an Event of the 
Year winner. In addition, he served 
as the Cultural Director at UNION 
ISRAELITA DE CARACAS from 2008 to 
2019, releasing books, organizing film 
cycles, concerts and art exhibits.
Aaron Copland’s most popular 
pieces were perceived as 
unmistakably American, but 
other local composers before him 
incorporated spirituals, blues and 
dance music in symphonic forms. 
Classical music composers, as 
well as Broadway and Hollywood 
ones, from different origins and 
ethnicities worked for three decades 
to create a sound that has been 
identified with the natural and the 
urban landscapes of this country. 
George Gershwin, Florence Price, 
and Elmer Bernstein, among others, 
succeeded in incorporating local 
folk elements into their best works 
and left a musical legacy of some 
famous pieces and many that 
still deserve being rediscovered. 
Fantastic composers and performers 
today transforming and enhancing 
American music - ZOOM with 
Emanuel and learn how!

Meditation
Monday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 classes - September 26;  
October 3, 10 & 17

Fred Stella, writer 
and lecturer, is an 
ordained Pracharak 
(Outreach Minister) 
for the West Michigan 
Hindu Temple. He is 
currently president of 

Interfaith Dialogue Association and 
hosts its weekly radio program. Fred 
has practiced daily meditation for 30 
years.
Meditation through mindfulness 
can help people relax, manage 
chronic stress and even reduce 
reliance on pain medication. It is 
a way of finding peace, clarity and 
happiness. Although the practice 
has ties to many different religious 
teachings, meditation is less about 
faith and more about altering 
consciousness, finding awareness, 
and achieving peace. An hour of 
quiet is good for all so join Fred for 
all four of these classes or attend on 
days that work for you.

Michigan History with  
Dr. Matthew Daley
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - September 26 &  
October 24

Matthew Daley, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of history at GVSU. 
Dr. Daley’s research 
focuses on urban, 
public and social 
policy; Great Lakes 

maritime culture and technology; 
and public history. He is on the 
Review Board for the State Historic 
Preservation Office and on the 
Michigan State Board for Social 
Studies Education.
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September 26 - Detroit From 
Crisis to Renewal, 1950-2022: For 
many Michiganians, Detroit has 
always been a city deeply mired in 
social and economic crisis. The splits 
between city and suburb have led 
to a perception that the problems 
are both intractable and unending. 
Yet, these problems did not emerge 
overnight, and since 1950 Detroit 
has ridden the rollercoaster of 
crisis and renewal. We will examine 
the origins of both crises and also 
stalled efforts at renewal to consider 
if the changes achieved by 2022 are 
proof the city has turned the corner.
October 24 - Home for Workers; 
Home for Industry; Grand Rapids’ 
Black Hills Neighborhood: 
Sandwiched between Godfrey 
Avenue, Hall Street, and 
Market Avenue, the Black Hills 
neighborhood sits on a plateau 
overlooking a key industrial area 
of Grand Rapids. Built to serve 
as a home for the workers in the 
rail yards, metal and furniture 
factories, and other businesses, 
it remains as a distinctive part of 
Grand Rapids’ industrial legacy. We 
will examine the origins and life 
of a neighborhood that many in 
the city have not encountered, the 
industries that drew workers and 
called the Black Hills home, and 
what it tells us about the city’s past 
and present. 

Envisioning the City  
ZOOM!
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - October 3 & 10

Suzanne Eberle, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
emerita of Art History 
at Kendall College 
of Art & Design. Her 
areas of specialization 
include Modern and 

Contemporary Art, as well as art 
related to issues of the body, including 
the History of Fashion.

The city has been a key subject 
for many painters in western art 
history. But the way that urban 
spaces have been envisioned 
has been dependent on varying, 
complex attitudes about the 
nature of the city, whether 
admired as a wondrous place of 
cultural potential and excitement 
or reviled as an urban hell, full of 
alienation and danger. Join us 
for this 2-part series, as we look 
at painted representations of the 
city, from medieval times to the 
contemporary period.

Marijuana, CBD and  
the “Wild West “ of  
Medicinal Botanicals
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m
1 Class - October 10

Dave Evans, MS, 
is a career research 
scientist with a 
graduate degree 
in zoology from 
the University of 
Wisconsin. He has a 

40 year career as a protein biochemist 
and molecular biologist that includes 
basic as well as pharmaceutical 
research.
Most of us have either taken or 
considered taking CBD or marijuana 
in one of the many forms which 
are now available. One only has to 
drive down the street to see that we 
are in a “brave new world” when it 
comes to marijuana, CBD and other 
botanicals. In this course, Dave will 
look at some of these products 
and try to sort out some of the 
confusing claims regarding these 
now legally available drugs. Without 
trying to delve too deeply into the 
chemistry and pharmacology of 
these compounds, he will discuss 
some of the basic facts as we know 
them today. Dave will also consider 
some of the potential issues that 
may be associated with these 
burgeoning industries.

TUESDAY
What Aging Asks
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - September 6

John Otterbacher, 
Ph.D. is a psychologist 
and author, former 
college professor, 
state representative 
and senator. His latest 
book is entitled What 

Remains: Memoir of an Old Man on 
the Road.
In both book and presentation 
John admits, “ I like the questions 
that aging asks, things like control 
and our lack of it, attitude and 
loss, gratitude and regret, dreams, 
adventure, the priorities we set, 
the attention we pay, love and 
awareness itself.” “I have no easy 
answers,” he adds, “only hunches 
about how age can elevate a life.”

Been a Long Time  
Since We Rock & Rolled
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - September 6

Dave Kampfshulte 
has been facilitating 
groups for personal 
growth for over 30 
years as chronicled in 
his book, Amazing 
Circles.

OLLI students had so much fun 
in Dave’s 60s music classes it is 
worth repeating again - with 
different music! Dave will visit the 
unforgettable songs from Motown, 
and discuss the impact this music 
had on the country. Sit back, enjoy 
a trip down memory music lane, 
learn about the popular groups and 
singers and play a little music trivia!
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COURSES CONT.

Reading the Tea Leaves: 
What the Historic 2021-22 
Term Suggests about the 
Direction of the Supreme 
Court  ZOOM!
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - September 13 & 20 

David Ryden, Ph.D. 
professor at Hope 
College, has a J.D. 
from the University 
of Minnesota Law 
School and a Ph.D. 
from the Catholic 

University of America. His areas of 
specialization are religion and politics, 
American Constitutionalism, and 
parties and elections. He is a favorite 
at OLLI.
These classes will provide a concise 
wrap of the consequential 2021-22 
Supreme Court term, and consider 
its significance for the future of 
the Court and the constitutional 
enterprise. Do the Court’s decisions 
in the realm of abortion, guns and 
religion mark the end of Chief 
Justice Roberts’ consensus-seeking 
experiment? If so, whose Court is 
it, and what can we expect from it 
in the future? And what does it all 
mean for the Court’s standing in 
the eyes of a seemingly hopelessly 
divided and polarized public? 

Ukrainian Architecture or 
What Was
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - September 13 & 20

Pam VanderPloeg 
is a researcher/
historian who has a 
passion for history 
and architecture. 
She spent 11 years 
as assistant director 

of the Kent District Library, served 
as director of research and creative 
services at West Michigan Modern, 
and ended her career directing the 
work of researching, documenting, 
and preserving Grand Rapids 
architectural history at Architecture 
Grand Rapids.

The bombardment of Ukrainian 
cities shook the world with 
the continued horrific loss of 
life and obliteration of whole 
neighborhoods and cities. 
Architecture gives a community 
a sense of pride and place, and 
documents the history of a people. 
Think how Grand Rapids mourns a 
single lost building—the old City 
Hall. Pam will discuss what historic 
and modern Ukrainian buildings 
have been lost, what has thus far 
survived, and what may have been 
already proposed for the rebuilding. 
She will share the beauty and 
history of Ukrainian’s architectural 
treasures and excerpts of interviews 
discovered during her research.

Lost Son ZOOM!
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - September 27

David B. Schock, 
Ph.D., is an 
award-winning 
film producer. His 
work includes the 
poetry films Star 
by Star: Naomi 

Long Madgett, Poet and Publisher, 
a film about the life and career of 
Detroit’s Poet Laureate, Naomi Long 
Madgett. He is the recipient of four 
Michigan Humanities Council awards 
recognizing his films, including 
for his latest film, The Road to 
Andersonville: Michigan Native 
American Sharpshooters in the 
Civil War. He has also made films on 
cold case murder stories.
David will tell the story of his 
adopted child whose life was not 
destined to be… His book is one 
that will help those who have had 
loss with healing - and give hope.

African American History
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
4 Classes - October 4, 11, 18 & 25

Dan Miller, Ph.D., 
retired Calvin 
University history 
professor, majored in 
history at Westmont 
College and did so 
again in graduate 

school at the University of North 
Carolina in Chapel Hill where he 
received his doctorate. 
The history of African Americans 
is more than just a story of slavery 
and discrimination. It’s also a story 
of individual achievement, racial 
advancement, and important 
contributions to the nation’s 
political and social development. 
Classes will blend powerpoint 
lectures, video clips, and discussion. 
Much will be discussed from the 
origins of the African American 
community to the nadir of race 
relations to the Civil Rights 
movement, and of course, the last 
fifty years--the worst of times, the 
best of times!

They Call Me Doc: Army 
Medics and Navy Corpsmen 
in World War II, Vietnam and 
Afghanistan
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - October 4 & 11

Jim Smither, Ph.D., 
is the director of 
the GVSU Veterans 
History Project 
and professor of 
history at GVSU. 
He received his BA 

from the University of Chicago and 
his graduate degrees from Brown 
University. He specializes in military 
history, Renaissance Reformation, 
and early modern European history as 
well as oral history.
The medical services in the US 
military have compiled a remarkable 
record of saving the lives of sick 
wounded soldiers in conflicts from 
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World War II to the present. Nearly 
always, the initial treatment was 
provided not by doctors or nurses, 
but by enlisted personnel serving 
with combat units in the field, 
whether Army medics or Navy 
corpsmen, who provided medical 
support to the Marine Corps. Dr. 
James Smither uses material from 
oral history interviews recorded by 
the Grand Valley State University 
Veterans History Project to describe 
their experiences in training, in 
hospitals and aid stations, and in the 
field in three different wars. 

Hudson’s: One of Many  
Lost Department Stores 
ZOOM!
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
1 Class - October 11

Bruce Kopytek is 
an architect and 
graphic designer 
who writes, lectures, 
and maintains a 
blog called, The 
Department Store 

Museum. He is currently finishing a 
book on the iconic department store, 
Hudson’s.
Join Bruce as he tells the history 
of Hudson’s Department Store. 
Reenter the amazing store that 
dominated Detroit throughout 
most of the 20th Century. It was 
built in 1911, and became the 
second largest department store 
in America (Macy’s in New York 
was bigger). Discover information 
about the Hudson family, the 
Hudson automobile, and where 
the family is today. Learn when and 
where Hudson stores moved to the 
suburbs, and when the final day of 
demolition erased the store forever.

Trees and Haunted 
Buildings at Aquinas 
College 
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - October 18 & 25
October 18 - Fall Tree Tour:  

Walk with Aquinas 
historian, Ryan 
Wendt, as he shows 
the variety of trees 
on the campus when 
the leaves are at the 
peak of color. The 

Aquinas College campus is known 
throughout the state for its wide 
variation of trees. Meet at 1:15 p.m. 
in front of Browne Center 
Maximum: 30
October 25 - Haunted Aquinas: 
The historic buildings and grounds 
of Aquinas College have many 
interesting stories. With many of 
the buildings and houses over 100 
years old, stories have circulated 
throughout the years of ghosts 
and hauntings. Join Ryan Wendt 
of the Aquinas College Historical 
Commission as he explores the 
history of the ghost stories around 
campus. Ryan has talked with many 
former and current faculty, staff and 
students and accumulated close 
to 50 stories on hauntings around 
campus. He will show pictures of 
the former residents and discuss his 
research on who or what could still 
be scaring people today. 

WEDNESDAY
A Citizen’s Guide to  
The 1619 Project & Critical 
Race Theory  ZOOM!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 classes - September 7 & 28

Richard Bell, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at the University of 
Maryland. He has 
won more than dozen 
teaching awards, 
including the Regents 

Faculty Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. He serves as a trustee of the 
Maryland Historical Society and as a 
fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 
He is the author of the award winning 
book, Stolen.
September 7 - A Guide to The 
1619 Project: The New York Times’ 
Magazine that tried to focus readers’ 
attention upon the centrality of 
race slavery in American history. 
In this talk, Dr. Bell will push past 
the headlines and the posturing 
and test three of The 1619 Project’s 
central claims against the evidence 
in the historical record.
September 28 - CRT: Suddenly, 
everyone is talking about Critical 
Race Theory, a set of premises 
developed by legal scholars 
decades ago to interpret America’s 
institutions in the context of race 
and civil rights. Yet what exactly 
is CRT? This talk aims to locate 
the origins of CRT, establish 
its core premises, describe the 
recent controversy, and introduce 
participants to a list of practices that 
CRT scholars believe all of us can 
adopt to mitigate the worst legacies 
of slavery in our supposedly post-
slavery world.
For more of Dr. Richard Bell,  
see Friday classes!
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COURSES CONT.

Jack Kerouac: “King of Beats” 
ZOOM!
Wednesday, 11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 Classes - September 7, 14, 21 & 28

Anne Horitz, J.D. 
received her Masters 
from Harvard and her 
J.D. from Cooley Law 
School.
Jack Kerouac, is 
known for his 

innovative “spontaneous” prose 
about family, spirituality, jazz, 
travel, promiscuity, New York City, 
Buddhism, drugs and poverty, 
influencing Bob Dylan, the Beatles 
and The Doors. At the Browne 
Center, a biographical documentary 
(9/7) and a filming of On The Road 
(9/2l); by ZOOM discussions: The 
Town and the City (9/14) and On the 
Road and The Dharma Bums (9/28). 
The Town and the City traverses 
Karouac’s childhood in Lowell, 
Massachusetts through his young 
adult years in NYC. Written at age 
twenty, this literary gem is filled 
with lively anecdotes. On the Road 
and The Dharma Bums provide 
accounts of Karouac’s travels across 
the country, trying Buddhism and 
climbing the high Sierras.

Walking Tour of Ada -  
Art Prize Tour - Art DArt II 
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
3 Classes -  
September 7 & 21 and October 26

Caroline Cook, chief 
tour ambassador 
of Grand Rapids 
Running Tours, is all 
about Grand Rapids 
History. Caroline tells 
fascinating tales and 

gives guided tours of Grand Rapids - 
highlighting the city’s culture, history, 
and growth.
September 7 - Walking Tour of 
Ada: The story of this delightfully 
charming place we call Ada, actually 
began well before 1821. Learn 
about the Indigenous peoples, the 

importance of the rivers, and then, 
the arrival of the fur traders. Meet by 
1:15 p.m. in the parking lot of the 
Ada Fresh Market, 444 Ada Drive 
S.E.
September 21 - Art Prize Tour: 
What a glorious feast for the senses! 
See the intriguing artwork, smell the 
crisp fall air, and hear the pop-up 
musical presentations, as we weave 
through a bustling downtown.  
Meet by 1:15 p.m. in the lobby of the  
JW Marriott, 235 Louis Street N.W.
October 26 - Art Dart II Class: We 
started our art journey with the 
Part One Presentation in May, 2022. 
Caroline demonstrated that public 
art, especially permanent pieces, 
are among the most impactful 
ingredients for enhancing the lives 
of residents and visitors to Grand 
Rapids. Caroline will pick up where 
she left off in Part One - and “move 
through the streets” of GR with 
descriptions of our amazing and 
plentiful outdoor artwork. Please 
join Caroline for this in- person 
class.

History of Minstrel Shows
Wednesday, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - September 14 & 21

Jon VanderPloeg, an 
attorney at Hilger and 
Hammond, is an avid 
record collector and 
music historian.
Is there any good 
reason to look into 

the history of minstrel shows? To 
enlightened modern sensibilities, 
it is curious and embarrassing that 
minstrel shows (white people in 
blackface imitating a stereotypical 
view of blacks as humorously 
uneducated and lazy) could have 
been, for decades, the most popular 
form of entertainment in America. 
The Lowell Showboat continued 
with blackface into the 1970’s. Many 
well meaning folks participated 
as performers and patrons. But 
minstrelsy (minstrel show) was a 
steadfast companion of Jim Crow. 

Make no mistake. It was a slow drip 
of poison into the soul of America.

Boats Made in Holland:  
A Michigan Tradition  ZOOM!
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - September 14

Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
is a professor emeritus 
of the Library and Joint 
Archives of Holland, 
Hope College. He has a 
Masters in Library and 
Information Science 

and an Archival Administration 
Certificate. His research and writing 
interests include the American 
pleasure boat building industry and 
vintage boat racing history. His first 
and latest book, Boats Made in 
Holland: A Michigan Tradition. 
This presentation will feature the 
men and women who produced 
watercraft with creativity, skillful 
hands, financial resources, and 
by working together. It will also 
illustrate the area’s rich and long 
history of successful companies, 
both large and small, which 
produced sailing ships, pleasure 
boats, working boats, and military 
craft.

Half a Lifetime of Mountains
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - September 21 & 28

John Weber, Ph.D. 
is a professor of 
geology at GVSU. He 
received his doctorate 
from Northwestern 
University. 
This lecture from 

Dr. Weber will take learners on a 
tour of the mountain ranges and 
peaks that he has studied, lived in, 
traveled through, and taught as 
a professional geologist over the 
past three decades. He will cover 
their geography, geology, and 
how mountains influence biology 
and human culture. Students will 
journey through and explore the 
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characteristics and origin of many of 
North America’s ranges, then cross 
the Atlantic to travel and examine 
Europe’s seemingly chaotically 
disorganized ranges. He will next 
discuss the Alps east into Asia 
through the Caucasus and into the 
Himalaya, then cut even further 
east to Korea’s Taebaek range. This 
“tour” also includes an examination 
of the tropical southern Caribbean 
mountain ranges in Trinidad/Tobago 
and Venezuela.

Peace and Conflict in 
Modern Society
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - October 5, 12 & 19

Roger Durham, 
Ph.D. University of 
Oregon, is Director 
of the International 
Studies Program and 
professor of political 
science. He is also the 

Palmatier Endowed Chair of Political 
Science at Aquinas. He is lovingly 
referred to as “Doc” by his Aquinas 
students. 

Deb Wickering, Ph.D., 
emeritus professor 
at Aquinas College, 
is discovering new 
ways to see the world 
through making and 
studying art. As an 

anthropologist, finding the exotic in 
the familiar, and the familiar in the 
exotic is her passion and joy. 
This 3 week class will focus on 
current dynamics between “peace” 
and “war and conflict” in society. 
Through the lenses of a) cultural 
anthropological, and b) political 
science, we will discuss the 
tensions between peace studies 
and movements and those of 
conflict and violence. Time will be 
spent defining some basic terms 
and concepts, and then applying 
theories and ideas to current 
tensions in modern society. Case 
studies of current movements and 
events will be emphasized.

Advanced Drawing with Scott
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 Classes - October 5, 12, 19 & 26

Local artist, Scott 
Kenyon, studied 
portrait painting 
and drawing at 
the Maryland Hall 
for Creative Arts in 
Annapolis as well as 

The Chesapeake Fine Art Studio. He 
is well known in the community for 
his incredible drawings/paintings of 
family pets.
Each week students will learn 
the basic techniques of drawing 
varying subjects along with focusing 
on values, edges and design. 
Students will be drawing from 
a photograph(s) of their choice 
that they will bring to each class. 
Students will be drawing with 
Graphite pencil provided in the class. 
(Students are welcome to bring their 
own materials). 
Maximum : 14

The History of Poland
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - October 5, 12 & 19

Gary Stark, Ph.D. is 
a retired professor of 
Modern European 
History at GVSU. A 
specialist on Germany, 
he studied and lived 
in both West and East 

Germany and is the author of several 
books on European history and culture.
Few Americans know much about 
Poland’s history, one of the most 
tragic and traumatic of any nation. 
After several centuries as one of 
Europe’s most advanced nations in 
the 18th century, Poland fell into 
disorder, was wiped off the map 
by its enemies in 1795, and for the 
next 123 years ceased to exist. It 
was resurrected after World War I, 
then invaded, occupied, and almost 
annihilated in World War II, only to 
be carved up again and fall under 
Soviet domination for the next 40 
years. But Poles led the resistance to 
Soviet domination of Eastern Europe 

and played a central role in the 
downfall of Communism in 1989. It 
has since prospered.

THURSDAY

Demons, Dominion, and 
Donald: Exploring the “New 
Apostolic Reformation”
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
4 Classes - September 8, 15, 22 & 29

Martin Spence, 
Ph.D. is associate 
professor of history at 
Cornerstone University 
where he teaches 
World and European 
History. He received his 

doctorate from Oxford.
There has emerged since the 1980s 
a dense network of churches that 
understand themselves to be a new 
branch of Christianity, destined 
to replace Eastern Orthodoxy, 
Catholicism and Protestantism. At 
the heart of this “New Apostolic 
Reformation” movement is the belief 
that God has restored the office 
of “Prophet” as the key authority 
figures within the church. This class 
maps the roots of the movement 
in the Pentecostal and Charismatic 
churches of the twentieth century, 
examines its key institutions and 
leaders, plots its theological and 
political ideas, and explores the 
political cultural significance of 
a movement that Arabic news 
organization Al-Jazeera has dubbed 
“America’s Own Taliban.”

Finding Your Voice:  
Memoir Writing
Thursday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 Classes - September 8, 15, 22& 29

Deb Moore helps 
people preserve their 
life stories in print 
through her business 
The Stories of Your 
Life.
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Everyone has a story to tell—have 
you told yours yet? Join Deb for 
inspiration, instruction, writing, 
sharing and feedback. You’ll be 
surprised how easy and rewarding 
it can be to write your personal 
or family history-one story at a 
time. While structured to start new 
participants on their memoir-writing 
journeys, don’t be hesitant to retake 
this class if your writing is stalled and 
needs reinvigoration.
Maximum: 18

Walking Dickens’ London
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - September 8

Tom Buettner, 
retired professor 
at GRCC and local 
historian, will 
take us through 
a walking tour of 
the literary genius, 

Charles Dickens’ London town. 
This presentation will visit the sites 
and landmarks in today’s London 
associated with Dickens and his 
writings. He will begin with Dickens’ 
early days in London when he 
worked in a factory to support his 
family to when he became the first 
international literary celebrity. 

The Hobbit:  
There and Back Again
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
3 Classes - September 15, 22 & 29

Albert Bell, Ph.D. is 
professor emeritus 
at Hope College. His 
research interests 
focus on ancient 
Rome in the first 
century A.D. Dr. Bell 

has written many contemporary 
mysteries, novels, and nonfiction.
J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit or There 
and Back Again was first published 
in 1937 and has never been out 
of print. This three-part series will 
examine how Tolkien’s experiences 
in WWI and his interest in Nordic 

languages and myths led to the 
creation of Middle Earth, the Shire, 
and the characters who populate 
those places. We’ll also look at the 
book’s long legacy.

Who Wrote  
Shakespeare’s Plays?
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - October 6, 13 & 20

Gary Eberle, professor 
emeritus of English, is 
a lifelong Shakespeare 
fan. Chair of the 
English department 
at Aquinas College, 
he taught the 

Shakespeare senior seminar for 
over 20 years. A few years ago, he 
completed his “life list,” and has 
now seen stage productions of all 
of Shakespeare’s plays (even Two 
Noble Kinsmen!). Until now, he has 
been avoiding teaching about the 
Authorship Question like the plague. 
With this course, he risks being “hoist 
with his own petard.”
The answer to the simple question 
“Who Wrote Shakespeare’s 
Plays?” has become a hotbed of 
controversy, conspiracy, conjecture 
and confusion pitting professional 
and amateur scholars against one 
another and eventually involving 
members of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
cryptologists, lawyers, and motley 
crews of enthusiasts, snobs, famous 
actors, spiritualists and eccentrics. 
We’ll explore the controversy, why 
it arose, and who the contenders 
for authorship are. If Shakespeare 
didn’t write the plays, who did? Was 
it Francis Bacon, The Earl of Oxford, 
Queen Elizabeth, a cabal of Jesuit 
spies, Christopher Marlowe (after he 
died), or . . . The Great Unknown? All 
of these and more are contenders. 

Battle in the Donbas:  
Russia, Ukraine, and the 
Future of Europe
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - October 6 & 13 

Scott Van 
Lingenfelter, visiting 
professor at GVSU, 
specializes in early 
20th century Russian 
history and teaches 
courses in world, 

European, and American history. 
Recent books include Russia in the 
21st Century and Perspectives. 
His current project , a study in 
international relations, is the story of 
the Soviet sale of the world’s oldest 
Bible to the British Museum in 1933.
What does Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine mean for the future of 
Europe? Thirty years after the 
collapse of communism and the 
end of the Cold War, relations with 
Russia have never been more dire, 
with consequences far beyond the 
region itself. How did we get to this 
point? What can be done about it? 
Join us for this timely two-session 
discussion of one of the most 
significant issues of our time.

Everything is a Story
Thursday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
2 Classes - October 20 & 27

What Pam 
Daugavitis has 
learned in her 79 
years of life, 25 of 
them as a free-
lance writer of real 
stories about real 

people, is that our best teachers are 
firsthand experiences of changes 
and events we live through, learn 
from and survive. We also learn 
from the people we meet, lasting 
or temporary relationships we form 
with some of them, and the hard 
times that may have once felt like 
the worst thing to later become the 
best thing to happen. So when we 
write our autobiographical stories 

COURSES CONT.
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(from prompts I will provide), we 
will write about lessons learned 
that are today enabling us to live 
our lives with more grace, gratitude, 
grit, humility and humor as we 
grow older—never old—but wiser, 
more content, happier, and more 
compassionate toward self and 
others!
Maximum: 16 

Ukrainian Art: Across 
Multiple Cultures  ZOOM!
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - October 27

Carol Rudie, Ph.D. 
is the Education 
Outreach Coordinator 
at the Museum 
of Russian Art 
in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. She has 

become a favorite of OLLI students 
across the country with her wonderful 
stories of Russian art and those that 
create it.
Modern Ukraine evolved from a 
wide mix of political and cultural 
influences. These influences blend 
with a variety of visual themes in 
its painting tradition. Tracing this 
complex history probes how artists 
from both East and West Ukraine 
skillfully communicate or did, their 
cultural roots.

FRIDAY

Amazing Stories of the  
Great Lakes  ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - September 9 & 16

Ric Mixter has been 
president of the Great 
Lakes Lighthouse 
Keepers Association, 
a board member and 
education coordinator 
for Spectacle Reef 

Lighthouse Society and frequent 
contributor to PBS for his adventures 

diving shipwrecks. He was awarded for 
two decades of maritime stories by the 
Association for Great Lakes Maritime 
History and is currently one of the 
most requested lecturers on the lakes.
September 9 - The Great Lakes 
Storms: When the gales of 
November begin blowing, you can 
be assured there are hundreds of 
great storms that wreak havoc on 
the lakes and on those ships that 
find themselves riding the horrific 
winds and waves. Ric will tell the 
harrowing and tragic tales of many 
of these storms.
September 16 - The Edmund 
Fitzgerald Investigations: A 
song turned Edmund Fitzerald into 
a legend, but how much of it is 
true? Researcher Ric Mixter has 
interviewed the men who built and 
sailed the ship, and his profile of 
investigations from the Coast Guard 
to the bell raising project have been 
featured on PBS for over 20 years. 
He is one of only a few people who 
have visited the ship 550 feet below 
the lake.

Supreme Court Review with 
Devin
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - September 23

Devin Schindler, 
J.D. is a distinguished 
professor emeritus 
at Western Michigan 
University-Cooley 
Law School. He has 
argued 3 times before 

the Michigan Supreme Court and has 
litigated numerous constitutional 
issues at all levels of state and federal 
courts. Professor Schindler is a legal 
commentator whose remarks have 
appeared in Time Magazine and  
The New York Times and many other 
media outlets.
Dr. Schindler will review many cases 
before the Supreme Court this past 
year, including the pro’s and con’s of 
Roe v Wade.

The Tragedy of Tom Paine 
ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - October 14

When Tom Paine, the 
author of Common 
Sense, died in June 
1809 only a dozen 
people came to his 
funeral. This program 
examines Paine’s 

meteoric rise to celebrity status 
during the American Revolution and 
his equally dramatic fall from grace 
in the decades afterwards. Once 
lionized as our most relatable and 
revolutionary founding father, Tom 
Paine died a pariah, too radical and 
uncompromising for the cautious 
new country he had called into being.

Lincoln’s Leadership ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - October 21

Louis P. Masur, Ph.D. 
is Board of Governors 
Distinguished 
Professor of American 
Studies and History at 
Rutgers University. His 
most recent book is 

The Sum of Our Dreams: A Concise 
History of America (2020). 
Abraham Lincoln possessed 
extraordinary leadership skills that 
he employed to win the American 
Civil War, abolish slavery, and 
preserve a nation. While most 
leaders may display a unique 
style, there is much to learn from 
Abraham Lincoln. He used humor 
and storytelling to great effect. He 
understood when to criticize and 
when to hold his fire. He worked 
deliberately and he skillfully 
utilized various tools of persuasion. 
Perhaps most important of all, he 
was not afraid to change his mind. 
By examining specific moments 
in Lincoln’s life, we emerge better 
equipped to think about how to 
handle conflict and controversy 
in our own affairs. In studying and 
understanding Lincoln as a leader, 
we can strive toward new leadership 
heights.



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Fred Johnson Series: 
Tipping Points in  
History (Donnelly) 9:30
Fred Stella - Meditation 11:45
Suzanne Eberle -  
Envision the City  
ZOOM 1:30

Dan Miller - African 
American History 9:30
Jim Smither - “They Call  
Me Doc”: Medics 1:30

R. Durham + D. Wickering - 
Peace & Conflict 9:30
Scott Kenyon - Drawing 
11:45
Gary Stark - Poland 1:30

Gary Eberle - Shakespeare 
9:30
Scott Lingenfelter -  
Battle in the Donbas 1:30

Fred Johnson Series: 
Tipping Points in History 
ZOOM 9:30
Fred Stella - Meditation 11:45
Suzanne Eberle - Envision 
the City ZOOM 1:30
Dave Evans - CBD Today 
1:30

Dan Miller - African 
American History 9:30
Bruce Kopytek - JL Hudsons 
ZOOM 1:30
Jim Smither - “They Call  
Me Doc”: Medics 1:30

R. Durham + D. Wickering - 
Peace & Conflict 9:30
Scott Kenyon - Drawing 
11:45
Gary Stark - Poland 1:30

Gary Eberle - Shakespeare 
9:30
Scott Lingenfelter - Battle in 
the Donbas 1:30

Richard Bell -  
The Tragedy of Tom Paine   
ZOOM 9:30

Fred Johnson Series: 
Tipping Points in History 
(Donnelly) 9:30
Fred Stella - Meditation 
11:45

Dan Miller - African 
American History 9:30
Ryan Wendt - AQ Tree Tour 
1:30

R. Durham + D. Wickering - 
Peace & Conflict 9:30
Scott Kenyon - Drawing 
11:45
Gary Stark - Poland 1:30

Gary Eberle - Shakespeare 
9:30
Pam Daugavitis- Everything 
is a Story 11:45

Louis Masur - Lincoln’s 
Leadership ZOOM 9:30

Fred Johnson Series: 
Tipping Points in History 
ZOOM 9:30
Matthew Daley -  
Black Hills Neighborhood 
1:30

Dan Miller - African 
American History 9:30
Ryan Wendt -  
Haunted AQ 1:30

Scott Kenyon -  Drawing 
11:45
Caroline Cook -  
ArtDart Part II 1:30

Carol Rudie -  
Ukrainian Art ZOOM 9:30
Pam Daugavitis-  
Everything is a Story 11:45

OCTOBER Fall I 2022
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

LABOR DAY

John Otterbacher-  
What Aging Asks 9:30
D. Kampfschulte -  
Been a Long Time 1:30

Richard Bell - 1619 Project 
ZOOM 9:30
Anne Horvitz - Jack Kerouac 
ZOOM 11:45
Caroline Cook - Walking 
Tour of Ada 1:30

Martin Spence -  
Apostolic Reformation 9:30
Deb Moore -  
Memoir Writing 11:45
Tom Buettner -  
Walking Dickens 1:30

Ric Mixter -  
Great Lakes Storms ZOOM 
9:30

Fred Johnson Series: 
Tipping Points in  
History (Donnelly) 9:30

David Ryden - SCOTUS 
Updates ZOOM 9:30
Pam VanderPloeg- Ukraine 
Architecture 1:30

J. VanderPloeg - Minstrels 
9:30
Anne Horvitz - Jack Kerouac 
ZOOM 11:45
Geoffrey Reynolds - Holland  
Boat Makers ZOOM 1:30

Martin Spence -  
Apostolic Reformation 9:30
Deb Moore -  
Memoir Writing 11:45
Al Bell - The Hobbit 1:30

Ric Mixter -  
Edmund Fitzgerald ZOOM 
9:30

Emanuel Abramovits -  
The Search for an American 
Sound ZOOM 9:30

David Ryden - SCOTUS 
Updates ZOOM 9:30
Pam VanderPloeg- Ukraine 
Architecture 1:30

J. VanderPloeg -  
Minstrels 9:30
Anne Horvitz -  
Jack Kerouac  ZOOM 11:45
John Weber - Half A 
Lifetime of Mountains 1:30
Caroline Cook - ArtPrize 
Walking Tour 1:30

Martin Spence -  
Apostolic Reformation 9:30
Deb Moore -  
Memoir Writing 11:45
Al Bell - The Hobbit 1:30

Devin Schindler -  
U.S. Supreme Court Review  
9:30

Fred Johnson Series:  
Tipping Points in  
History ZOOM 9:30
Fred Stella-Meditation 11:45
Matthew Daley -  
1950 Detroit to the  
Present Day 1:30

David Schock - Lost Son 
ZOOM 9:30

Richard Bell - Critical  
Race Theory ZOOM 9:30
Anne Horvitz -  
Jack Kerouac ZOOM 11:45
John Weber - Half A 
Lifetime of Mountains 1:30

Martin Spence -  
Apostolic Reformation 9:30
Deb Moore -  
Memoir Writing 11:45
Al Bell - The Hobbit 1:30
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Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

Look for these classes in Fall II
Drama in the Courtroom
Art History with Dr. Henry Luttikhuizen
America’s First Ladies
American History with Dr. Richard Bell
Grand Rapids Foundation Director:  
Diana Sieger

Fall I 2022 
Course Schedule

Registration Begins:  
Monday, August 8, 2022

 Phone: 616.632.2430
aquinas.edu/olli

POSTMASTER
PLEASE DELIVER
AUGUST 1-6, 2022

Classes Begin
September 6, 2022


