
flower exflosion

Welcome Michigan Spring! 
“In the Spring, I have counted 136 different kinds of weather inside of 24 hours.” 
- Mark Twain 

SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Spring 2023

April 3 - May 31, 2023

SPRING 2023 Registration 
Begins Monday, March 20, 2023

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dr. Fred  
Johnson Series:  
African-
Americans 
Who Protected 
Democracy 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Function  
and Recreation:  
The Development 
of Mackinac 
Island and  
Bridge as Sites 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Ancient and  
Celtic Scotland 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Land  
Acknowledgement  
of Stolen Land 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
The Big Picture  
of Area Agency  
on Aging 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Plan Now to  
See the Great  
2024 Total  
Solar Eclipse 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Playing the 
President: 
Television and  
the Cinema 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Making  
Traveling a  
Happy Adventure 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Michigan and the 
End of the World 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Philosophy and  
Its Discontents 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

History of Fashion:  
The Ancient World 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Informal Economy  
Hustle Economy 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Broadway Musicals  
Through the Years   
ZOOM! 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Under the Cap  
ZOOM! 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Forgotten Voices  
of Ellis Island 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Hamilton and Jefferson:  
The Rivalry That Shaped 
America   
ZOOM! 1:30- 3:00 p.m.
Edgar Allan Poe:  
The Height of Fame and 
Depth of Despair 
9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
On the Loneliness of Being 
Chief Justice Roberts   
ZOOM! 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Why Religion Matters Today 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
A Talk from the New Chief  
of Police of Grand Rapids:  
Eric Winstrom 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Beginnings and Endings, 
and the Pictures from  
the WEBB Telescope!  
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Mindful Conversation:  
A Practice for Life    
ZOOM! 1:30-3:00 p.m.
The Joy of Making Jewelry 
11:45 -1:15 p.m.
Fields, Ferns and Foxglove:  
Exploring Rural Ireland 
Through its Farms and 
Gardens 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Did Your Grandfather  
Drive an 1913 Oldsmobile? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Grand Rapids Public 
Museum Tour and Talk 
10:30 a.m.
Travel Through English 
Countryside and London 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
The Kent State Shootings 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
A Pivotal Year: 1963 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Romanticism:  
The Spirit of the Age 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

More History 
from Dr. Bell    
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
More About 
Downtown  
Grand Rapids:  
What’s Next? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Jack the Ripper  
ZOOM!  
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Contingent 
Existence: 
Fabulous 
Photographs 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
What is a  
Mormon Temple? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Update on The 
Whitewater 
Rapids Project in 
the Grand River  
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
From Guerrillas  
to Gorillas:  
The story of  
the last 30 years 
in Rwanda 
9:30-11:00 a.m.



Call to register: 616.632.2430 2

BRONZE
MEMBERSHIP

 
$12.50

 
 

$25
Classes $17/each

 
 
 

SILVER
MEMBERSHIP

$30
 
 $60

Classes $14/each

OLLI Membership Levels
Half-Off Pricing - Bronze & Silver

Membership required to take classes
Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND processed.
In order to receive an OLLI credit, a 2 business day cancellation notice is required by EMAIL OR PHONE.
Refunds for tuition may be in the form of an OLLI credit or a credit card refund.  
REMINDER:  OLLI credits do not carry into the next academic year.  

       Use your credits by the end of June 2023

Registration begins Monday, March 20 at 9 AM
Call 616-632-2430

or email Carol - cag004@aquinas.edu
or Susan - skk003@aquinas.edu

Please only contact ONE of us; not both

Register for Spring 2023 
OLLI Classes

Classes will begin Monday, April 3
There will be both ZOOM and in-person classes

Half-Price OLLI Memberships
 

There are still many opportunities to enjoy OLLI classes.
All memberships are good until the end of June 2023. 

 At half-price, an OLLI membership is a bargain!  
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MONDAY
Dr. Fred Johnson Series: 
African-Americans Who 
Protected Democracy  
Mondays, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
7 Classes - April 3, 17, 24,  
May 1, 8, 15 & 22

Fred Johnson, 
Ph.D. is associate 
professor of history 
at Hope College. His 
primary field of study 
is 19th U.S. History. 
Dr. Johnson has 

received many awards including the 
Hope Favorite and Most Outstanding 
Professor Awards.
April 3 - (Donnelly) Ida B. Wells was 
supposed to know her place. She 
chose, instead, to carve out a place 
of justice for herself and millions 
more. 
April 17 - (ZOOM) Charles Young’s 
nation had dismissed him as 
unqualified all his life. During WWI 
he proved doubters wrong . . . 
AGAIN.
April 24 - (Donnelly) Circumstances 
told her that as a black woman from 
Texas, Barbara Jordan was doomed 
to fail. She told the circumstances to 
get lost. 
May 1 - (ZOOM) Frank Petersen was 
just a kid from Kansas. In the skies 
over Korea and Vietnam he was the 
hammer ofAmerican power.
May 8 - (Donnelly) Failure in 
Vietnam taught Colin Powell lessons 
that he took into the conflict against 
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq where Powell 
and America won.
May 15 - (ZOOM) Millions acted 
like they were above the law while 
millions were routinely abused by 
the law, so Constance Baker Motley 
got busy.
May 22 - (Donnelly) Armies of the 
Kaiser were right to fear for their 
lives when they confronted black 
soldiers of the Harlem Hellfighters. 

Function and Recreation:  
The Development of Mackinac 
Island and Bridge as Sites 
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - April 24 & May 22

Matt Daley, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at GVSU. Dr. Daley’s 
research focuses on 
urban, public and 
social policy; Great 
Lakes maritime culture 

and technology, and public history. 
He serves on the Social Studies State 
Board of Michigan.
 Mackinac Island and Bridge are two 
of Michigan’s most beloved and 
iconic sites, not only in the Midwest 
but nationally as well. Yet both 
did not come about without both 
controversy and long effort on the 
part of their supporters. From the 
militarily strategic location of the 
island to building the bridge, the 
straits area is of vital importance 
for both the Upper and Lower 
Peninsulas.
April 24 - A Bi-Peninsular Situation: 
The Straits Area in War and Peace, 
1600-1890
May 22 -  A Destination All Its Own: 
Island Tourism and Bridging the 
Peninsulas, 1890-2013

Ancient and Celtic Scotland
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - May 8 & 15

Karin Maag, Ph.D. 
is Director of the H. 
Henry Meeter Center 
for Calvin Studies and 
history professor at 
Calvin University. She 
earned a B.A. from 

Concordia University, Montreal; M.A. 
and Ph.D. in Reformation History 
from the University of Saint Andrews, 
Scotland
Join Calvin University Professor 
Karin Maag as we step back in time 
to the earliest periods of Scottish 
history through the witness of 

archeological sites, texts, art, and 
music. Find out more about the 
patterns of settlement in ancient 
Scotland, and retrace the early 
influence of Christianity in its Celtic 
form. Along the way, meet rulers 
and monks, merchants and sailors, 
all of whom called this land home. 

TUESDAY
Land Acknowledgement  
of Stolen Land
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - April 4

Michael J. Lorr, 
Ph.D. is a Professor of 
Sociology and Director 
of the Community 
Leadership Program 
at Aquinas College. 
Dr. Lorr earned his 

doctorate in Urban Studies from 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
and earned his M.A. and B.A. degrees 
in Sociology from DePaul University 
in Chicago. He specializes in urban, 
environmental and cultural sociology.
How is the idea of decolonization 
being used in some organizations 
to change institutional cultures? 
Land acknowledgement in Grand 
Rapids was on land stolen from 
the Three Fires Confederacy tribal 
people, the Odawa, Ojibwe, and 
the Bodawademi, with capitalist 
wealth extracted from slave 
labor and patriarchal oppression. 
This institution perpetrated the 
inquisition and colonial missionary 
injury. Reflecting on these truths, 
how can we reduce settler harms, 
restore the land, and repair these 
broken relationships?

OLLI TUITION COURSES
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The Big Picture of  
Area Agency on Aging
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - April 11

Liz Barnett has been 
working with the Area 
Agency on Aging of 
Western Michigan 
for a year. Her job as 
Outreach Specialist 
is to help “get the 

word out” about services provided 
through the agency--so they are NOT 
the best kept secret in the 9 Counties 
they serve! She believes in aging with 
dignity and loves talking with anyone 
and everyone who cares about 
Seniors! 
Area Agency on Aging of Western 
Michigan’s (AAAWM) mission is to 
provide older adults and adults 
living with a disability an array 
of services designed to promote 
independence and dignity in their 
homes and communities. Liz will 
give a close look at the government 
funded services available to seniors: 
the history, the help and the hope 
of the agency. 

Plan Now to See the Great 
2024 Total Solar Eclipse
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - April 11

David DeBruyn, MA 
in Astronomy from  
U of M, served as chief 
curator of the Roger B. 
Chaffee Planetarium 
for four decades 
before retiring in 2003. 

As Curator Emeritus, he works on 
special projects for the Planetarium.
On April 8, 2024, the moon’s shadow 
will sweep across the central U.S., 
creating for observers, in the right 
place under the right circumstances, 
the unparalleled spectacle of a 
total eclipse of the sun. This will be 
the last total solar eclipse visible 
from parts of the U.S.until 2045, so 
if you wish to see nature’s greatest 
spectacle, or if after seeing the 

great eclipse of 2017, you must  
see another, this could be your 
last chance. Dave will describe 
circumstances for the eclipse and 
where you should go to have the 
best chance to successfully see it. 

Playing the President:  
Television and the Cinema
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - April 18 & 25

Donald Zinman, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of political science at 
GVSU. His research 
centers upon the 
presidency, political 
parties and American 

political development. 
American presidents have been 
depicted on television and in the 
movie theater for decades. This 
course will examine some of the 
major themes that we have seen 
through Hollywood’s portrayal of 
American presidents for nearly a 
hundred years. 

Making Traveling a  
Happy Adventure
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - April 18

Steve Soper, 
archivist and 
photographer, is 
OLLI’s European 
traveler in residence. 
Since most of his 
travels have been 

by train, Steve will be here to 
discuss the pros and cons of Eurail 
passes, how to get them and use 
them effectively. He will also bring 
everyone up to speed about using 
online resources to plan lodging 
arrangements. He will go in much 
greater detail than time allowed in 
his last presentation and certainly 
be of great help to our seasoned 
travelers. He will give inspiration 
to create your own personal, life 
changing adventure. 

Michigan and the  
End of the World
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
4 Classes - May 2, 9, 16 & 23

Martin Spence, Ph.D. 
is associate professor of 
History and Academic 
Grants Coordinator at 
Cornerstone University 
where he teaches 
World and European 

History. He received his doctorate 
from Oxford.
This class explores four end-
times, apocalyptic movements 
that established a significant 
presence in Michigan in the 
nineteenth and twentieth century: 
the Benton Harbor House of 
David; Prince Michael Mills 
and the Detroit Jezreelites; the 
Seventh Day Adventists; and the 
Dispensationalist Premillennialist 
movement. The class sets these 
Movements in the context of 
the Anglo-American prophecy 
movement of the nineteenth and 
early twentieth century, exploring 
the interconnected origins of their 
theology, and exploring the social 
and cultural factors that gave rise to 
their ideas.

Philosophy and Its Discontents
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
3 Classes - May 2, 9 & 16

Leonidas Bouritsas, 
Ph.D. has a Master’s 
in Linguistics and a 
Master’s in Philosophy. 
His Ph.D. was earned 
with a thesis on 
ancient Greek thought 

and modern political philosophy. 
He has taught philosophy and other 
humanities classes for almost thirty 
years. More recently, he served as 
special advisor to the Prime Minister 
of Greece on foreign policy and 
culture.
Since at least the time of Plato, 
Philosophy has been, alternatively, 
ridiculed; ignored; fiercely 
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antagonized; respectfully dismissed; 
declared dead; or duly replaced by 
something more modern, relevant 
and useful. We will examine up close 
both the substance as well as the 
legitimacy of such charges.

WEDNESDAY
History of Fashion:  
The Ancient World
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - April 5, 12, & 26  
**skip date April 19**

According to Richard 
Martin and Harold 
Koda, past curators 
of the MET’s Costume 
Institute, “Few clocks 
are more precise than 
fashion.” To explore 

the fascinating topic of sartorial 
history, Dr. Suzanne Eberle, 
professor emeritus of Art History 
from Kendall College of Art & 
Design, will begin a continuing OLLI 
series on the History of Fashion, 
which will chronologically examine 
male and female costumes of the 
western world and place them 
into broader aesthetic and cultural 
contexts. We’ll start this spring 
with the ancient world, exploring 
Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and 
Greek fashions, focusing on what 
was worn, why it was worn, and 
how garments reflect personal, 
social, and philosophical ideas 
of those particular periods. Our 
investigations will include looking 
at fashion as “total design” that 
encompasses garments, accessories 
and grooming habits, as well as 
shifting ideas about beauty, and 
how clothing relates to the human 
body and its actions.

Informal Economy Hustle 
Economy
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - April 5 & 12

Jen Satya Lendrum, 
Assistant Professor 
of Sociology, 
joined the Aquinas 
faculty in the fall of 
2019. She earned 
a doctoral degree 

from Wayne State University. Her 
areas of specialization are gender, 
urban poverty, health and well-
being, gender-based violence and 
generational trauma.
The informal economy consists of 
activities that have market value 
but are not formally registered. 
The informal economy embraces 
professions as diverse as market 
stands and the hawkers found 
at traffic lights all over the world. 
Dr. Lendrum will use a Detroit 
neighborhood case study to 
reconceptualize the “ informal 
economy” as well as explore a study 
of the “hustle” economy in Grand 
Rapids during COVID-19. 

Broadway Musicals Through 
the Years  ZOOM!
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
3 Classes - April 5, 12, & 19

Emanuel 
Abramovits is a 
Mechanical Engineer, 
MBA and Cultural 
Manager. He has 
been a concert 
promoter since 2000, 

directly involved in many events 
by international artists, like Itzhak 
Perlman, Sarah Brightman, Journey, 
and many more. He designed and 
staged many original orchestral 
events, including an Event of the Year 
winner and several world premiers. 
He has released books, organized film 
cycles, concerts and art exhibits.

Musicals have been a major part 
of American theater, from the Tin 
Pan Alley-driven comedy works of 
the early part of the 20th century, 
to the integrated musicals that 
flourished in the heyday years of 
midcentury America. Emanuel will 
explore book musicals, concept 
musicals, and the arrival of British 
mega-productions late in the 
century. He will profile some of the 
theater world’s leading composers, 
lyricists, writers, choreographers, 
directors, and discuss some of the 
most unforgettable shows, like My 
Fair Lady, Guys and Dolls, Wicked, 
Hamilton and many more.

Under the Cap 
ZOOM!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - April 19

Margaret Newton, 
BS and MA in Nursing 
from the University 
of Florida, has been 
an Oncology Clinical 
Nurse Specialist, 
a Clinical Care 

Coordinator, Instructor of Nursing, 
and more in her over 40 years in the 
nursing profession. 
Margaret will tell the stories in her 
book of her years “under the cap” 
where she was in the trenches 
of patient care. Students will be 
astonished at nursing behind the 
scenes and discover the many 
changes that have occurred 
throughout her career.

COURSES CONT.
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Forgotten Voices of Ellis Island
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - April 26

Jody Owens, BA from 
Hope College, taught 
English for 40 years. 
She loves history and 
has volunteered at 
the Historical Society 
in Battle Creek for 

the past four years giving history 
presentations.
Jody will highlight stories of 
immigration, migration, and cultural 
identity, past and present, through 
those voices of the past. Each story 
reveals one individual’s experience. 
Together, the stories help us see 
how our unique histories shape the 
nation, and the patterns that bind 
us together.

Hamilton and Jefferson:  
The Rivalry That Shaped 
America  ZOOM!
Wednesday, 1:30- 3:00 p.m.
1 Class, May 3

Louis Masur, Ph.D. is 
Board of Governors 
Distinguished 
Professor of American 
Studies and History 
at Rutgers University. 
His recent book is The 

Sum of Our Dreams: A Concise 
History of America.
Alexander Hamilton is experiencing 
a well-deserved revival. Often 
forced to take a back seat to 
other Founding Fathers, his 
vision of America as an economic 
powerhouse with an energetic 
government as its engine has 
found many followers. He was like 
a son to George Washington and 
perhaps should have been like a 
brother to Thomas Jefferson. But 
Jefferson fought bitterly against 
Hamilton and the Federalists. In 
1793, he would resign as Secretary 
of State to protest Hamilton’s 
policies. The battle between them 
became personal. In retirement, 

Jefferson would reflect on the 
differences between Federalists 
and Democratic-Republicans and 
express his fear for the future of the 
new nation.

Edgar Allan Poe: The Height of 
Fame and Depth of Despair
Wednesday, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - May 3 & 10

Michael Stevens, 
Ph.D. teaches 
American and 
Russian Literature 
at Cornerstone 
University. He 
received his doctorate 

in literature from the University 
of Dallas. Dr. Stevens’ passion is 
baseball!
 Learn of the final few years of 
Poe’s life, filled with tremendous 
productivity, inducing us to ask over 
and over ‘what might have been?,’ 
and then collapsing under the 
strain of his wife’s final illness and 
death, leading to the final bizarre 
events of Poe’s life, which seemed 
like something out of one his tales 
of the grotesque.  Throughout, we’ll 
attend to the literary genius at work, 
and also the sociological nuances of 
1840’s America.  All Poe lovers and 
even Poe skeptics are welcome!

On the Loneliness of Being 
Chief Justice Roberts  ZOOM!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - May 17 & 24

David Ryden, Ph.D., 
professor at Hope 
College, has a J.D. 
from the University 
of Minnesota Law 
School and a Ph.D. 
from the Catholic 

University of America. His areas of 
specialization are religion and politics, 
American Constitutionalism, and 
parties and elections.

Since becoming Chief Justice almost 
two decades ago, John Roberts 
has focused like a laser on the 
institutional standing of the Court, 
aiming for consensus and seeking 
to de-escalate differences among 
the justices. Yet the Court today 
finds itself with its lowest approval 
ratings ever, driven by personality 
and jurisprudential conflicts. Where 
did things go wrong? These sessions 
will explore the Court’s “legitimacy 
crisis”, what has caused it, what to 
make of it, and what might be done 
about it.

Why Religion Matters Today
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
3 Classes - May 17, 24 & 31

Rev. Maurice Fetty 
received degrees from 
Union Theological 
Seminary, NYC, and 
Butler University as 
well as a Masters 
of Divinity from 

Christian Theological Seminary. Rev. 
Fetty, now retired, spent the majority 
of his career as minister of Mayflower 
Congregational Church. He has 
published over 15 books.
Humans have been almost 
universally religious in one way 
or another believing in a  “Higher 
Power.”  But humans have had 
doubts, especially in an age of 
skepticism and secularism. This 
class will discuss the many issues 
of belief and doubt, exploring the 
relationships of religion, philosophy, 
science and the arts and why, 
through it all, religion matters.
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A Talk from Grand Rapids’ New 
Chief of Police: Eric Winstrom
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 31

Come to the 
Browne Center for 
an update on the 
police department 
from Grand Rapids 
Chief of Police, Eric 
Winstrom. The new 

Chief began his tenure on March 
7, 2022. Prior to being named as 
the 15th Chief of Police, he served 
in the Chicago Police Department 
(CPD) in various patrol, tactical, 
investigative, and administrative 
positions. At the time he left 
Chicago, he was an executive on 
the CPD Leadership Team and 
led the Area 5 Detective Division 
where he oversaw a staff of 200, 
including 40 homicide detectives. 
He holds a BS in Administration of 
Justice from Rutgers University and 
a Juris Doctor from Brooklyn Law 
School. Chief Winstrom is a court-
recognized expert on police policy, 
use of force, criminal investigations, 
and the Fourth Amendment.

THURSDAY
Beginnings and Endings, and 
the Pictures from the WEBB 
Telescope! 
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - April 6

Rabbi Emeritus, 
Albert Lewis, was 
ordained at HUC-JIR 
in 1969. He earned 
his Ph.D. in Hebrew 
Literature in 1978 and 
has been awarded a 

Doctor of Divinity degree by HUC-JIR 
and a Doctorate of Literary Letters by 
Aquinas College. He is the founding 
president of Hospice of Grand Rapids 
and the Western Michigan chapter of 
the Michigan Society for Gerontology. 
Join Dr. Lewis as he answers 
such questions as: How old are 
you? Where do you come from? 
Messages of Time and Space! 
Genesis, Inuit and other creation 
myths. 

Mindful Conversation:  
A Practice for Life   ZOOM!
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - April 6

Peter Gibb is the  
Award-winning 
author of Mindful 
Conversation: 
Speak Openly, 
Connect Deeply, 
Live Joyously, also 

a sought after speaker and coach. 
Peter has spent 25 years speaking, 
teaching and writing about the power 
of Mindful Conversation, presented at 
the highest levels of government and 
business, as well as doctors, teachers, 
couples, families and anyone who 
values relationships and authentic 
human connection.

Mindful Conversation, a unique, 
powerful approach to speaking 
authentically and connecting 
deeply with others, could be the 
most important life skill that you 
never studied in school. Whether 
you see yourself as introverted or 
extroverted, if you experience stress 
in conversation, or are dissatisfied 
with your level of connection or self 
expression, this practical, inspiring, 
and fun ZOOM class is for you. 
Learn how to speak so others want 
to listen, and listen so others want 
to connect with you. Class format 
combines practice with theory and 
stories, and a chance to ask and 
learn about your most important 
conversational challenges. All 
attendees will be eligible for a free 
book drawing.

The Joy of Making Jewelry
Thursday, 11:45 -1:15 p.m.
2 Classes - April 13 & 20

Jackie Heaney is a 
retired art teacher  
and an artisan  
jewelry designer.  
She graduated from 
WMU with a degree 
in art education and 

interior design. In retirement,  
Jackie started a business in jewelry 
designing and began creating her 
own artwork to sell. 
Join this class and learn about 
stones, color, design, and even 
create your own bracelet.
Fee: $15 materials fee
Maximum: 12 

COURSES CONT.
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Fields, Ferns and Foxglove:  
Exploring Rural Ireland 
Through its Farms and 
Gardens
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - April 13

Cindy Kamp is an 
Adjunct Professor at 
Aquinas College. She 
falls more in love with 
Ireland each time she 
visits, and has traveled 
there over 20 times 

since meeting her husband. He grew 
up in County Derry and still has a 
large family there.
Come to the Browne Center and 
explore the rural treasures of 
Ireland. Cindy will take students to 
some of her favorite places during 
her years of traveling there. Because 
of her personal connection to this 
beautiful country, this will be a 
wonderful experience!

Did Your Grandfather  
Drive an 1913 Oldsmobile?
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - April 20

Tom Wilson shares a 
love of Michigan and 
fascination with its 
history. Along with 
his wife, Chris Byron, 
he has written five 
“Vintage Views Books. 

Three books won Michigan Notable 
Book awards and two won State 
History Awards from the Historical 
Society of Michigan.
In 1913, Grand Rapids auto owners 
owned vehicles from 133 different 
manufacturers. A few years ago, 
Wilson discovered a rare booklet, 
“Automobile Guide and List of 
Registered Cars 1913 in Western 
Michigan.” Organized by license 
plate number, it also gives the 
names of the auto owners, their 
addresses, and the manufacturers 
of their cars. Not surprisingly, the 
majority of cars were owned by 
wealthy men; but a number of 

women also owned autos, many 
of them electric vehicles. 1913 was 
a transitional year in Automotive 
history, many manufacturers did 
not survive into the 20s. Wilson will 
share his insights into the history 
of early automobiles and the 
Grand Rapids connection to early 
automotive history.

Grand Rapids Public Museum 
Tour and Talk 
Thursday, 10:30 a.m.
1 Tour - April 27

Dale Robertson 
currently serves as 
President and CEO 
of the Grand Rapids 
Public Museum. In 
that capacity, he 
is responsible for 

leading the strategic direction and 
implementation of institutional goals. 
He oversees the development of the 
annual operating plan, fundraising 
plan and budget. He is also 
responsible for leading the day-to-
day operations and ensuring that the 
Museum’s mission and commitment 
to the community are being fulfilled. 
Dale has a law degree from Cooley 
Law School and a BA from James 
Madison College.
We are pleased to offer a tour and 
talk at the public museum! Dale 
Robertson will give a presentation 
of the history, upcoming events 
and future expansion plans of 
our amazing Museum - the oldest 
and second largest in the state. 
The museum’s role in welcoming 
our community and preserving 
its history is centered around 
being accessible to the broadest 
population possible. Be Curious! 
Fee: $8 entrance fee
Kent County residents park 
FREE at the GRPM parking ramp 
located at 55 Front Ave NW,  
Grand Rapids, MI 49504. 
Please arrive in the museum 
lobby no later than 10:15 a.m.

Travel Through English 
Countryside and London
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2  Classes - April 27 & May 25 

Judy Cotner, MA 
from GVSU, is a 
teacher (retired after 
25 years) and docent 
at Frederik Meijer 
Gardens. She is well 
traveled and loves to 

tell stories of the places she visits. She 
captures the special moments not 
only from her detailed descriptions, 
but also from the wonderful pictures 
she takes along the way.
April 27 - Travel with Judy to the 
English countryside. You will be 
taken in by the splendor of the Lake 
District ( home of the Brontë sisters, 
and William Wordsworth) and the 
bucolic beauty of the Cotswolds. 
Visit the world’s largest topiary, the 
Roman ruins of Bath, and the birth 
house of William Shakespeare in 
Stratford-upon-Avon and home of 
Winston Churchill, Blenheim Palace. 
May 25 - Immerse yourself in 
one of the world’s finest, global 
cities, London, with its history, 
stretching back to Roman times. 
Walk the streets of this iconic city 
with a stroll through Hyde Park, 
pass Big Ben, and cross the River 
Thames on the Tower Bridge during 
a time of national mourning when 
Queen Elizabeth II was lying in state 
in Westminster Abbey, and people 
stood in queue for many hours to 
pay their final respects
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The Kent State Shootings
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 4

Tim Lorson, 
B.S. degree in 
Telecommunications 
Marketing & Business. 
Now retired after 30 
years with Procter & 
Gamble, independent 

consulting work and then 12 years as 
an instructor & counselor with Right 
Management. Tim also volunteered 
at The Women’s Resource Center as 
an interviewing specialist. Currently, 
he is a full time OLLI “junkie.”  He can’t 
get enough of these quality classes & 
instructors - and it is his new career.
Tim Lorson is a graduate of Kent 
State University. The Kent State 
shootings, also known as the May 
4 massacre and the Kent State 
massacre, were the killings of 
four and wounding of nine other 
unarmed Kent State University 
students by the Ohio National 
Guard on May 4, 1970. Tim was 
attending classes at Kent State and 
was an eyewitness to this tragedy. 
He will retell this horrific story from 
before the event, the weekend and 
Monday of the event and the days, 
weeks, months and years after. 

A Pivotal Year: 1963
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
3 Classes - May 4, 11 & 18

Albert Bell, Ph.D. is 
professor emeritus 
at Hope College. His 
research interests 
focus on ancient Rome 
in the first Century A.D.  
Dr. Bell has written 

over 20 books, both fiction and 
nonfiction.
Historians point out that a lot of 
things happened in 1963 that had 
a long-term impact more than an 
immediate one. It was the year 
when we really started to sink in the 
quicksand of Vietnam. There was 
the Birmingham church bombing 

and MLK’s “I have a dream” speech. 
The Beatles made their first album, 
which came out in the US late 
in the year. Slow motion replay 
was used for the first time in a 
sports broadcast (the Army-Navy 
game). In November of ‘63 JFK was 
assassinated, and crazy conspiracy 
theories sprang up almost 
immediately and - many that are still 
circulating today. So much to talk 
about during this pivotal year!

Romanticism:  
The Spirit of the Age
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - May 11, 18 & 25

Gary Eberle is an 
professor emeritus of 
English at Aquinas 
College where he 
taught literature and 
humanities for 35 
years. He is past chair 

of the English department and was 
inducted into the Aquinas College 
Hall of Fame in 2019. He has authored 
several fiction and non-fiction books 
and has been teaching in the Emeritus 
and OLLI program since the 1980’s.
Starting in the late 1700’s, a spirit 
of revolution gripped the western 
world. Revolutions in political 
and social thought gave rise to 
political revolutions in the Americas 
and Europe and new forms of 
government and expression. 
Philosophers and artists were at the 
heart of these revolutions. This class 
will explore the interrelationships 
among writers, musicians, painters 
and thinkers whose works make 
up the Age of Romanticism. Never 
again will you dismiss somebody 
by saying, “You’re just a Romantic.”  
There is no “just” about it. 

FRIDAY
More History from Dr. Bell    
ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - April 14 & May 5

Richard Bell, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at the University of 
Maryland. He has won 
more than a dozen 
teaching awards, 
including the Regents 

Faculty Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. He serves as a trustee of the 
Maryland Historical Society and is a 
fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 
He is the author of the award winning 
book, Stolen.
Apr 14 - Fire! The Inside Story of 
the Boston Massacre: By March 
1770, the people of Boston had 
lived almost 18 months under 
British military occupation. The 
town was a powderkeg—and on 
Monday, March 5, it exploded. Shots 
rang out on King Street and when 
the smoke from soldiers’ muskets 
cleared, five local men lay dead and 
dying on the snowbound street. In 
this program, historian Richard Bell 
will draw on the latest scholarship to 
explore the Boston Massacre from 
all its many sides.
May 5 - Disunited Kingdom: The 
American Revolution in Britain 
[New title for The Long Goodbye]: 
Seen through American eyes, the 
Revolution marks a triumphant 
moment. Through British eyes, it 
looked quite different. To the King, 
the war for independence was an 
affront, a temper tantrum by an 
ungrateful colonial rabble. But, 
as historian Richard Bell explains, 
beyond the palace and Parliament, 
British responses to the war were 
anything but monolithic. The 
country was bitterly divided as to 
what the war was about, how to win 
it, and whether it was worth it. 

COURSES CONT.
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More About Downtown  
Grand Rapids: What’s Next?
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - April 21

Mark Miller, AIA AICP, 
is Managing Director 
of Planning and 
Design for Downtown 
Grand Rapids, Inc. As 
a licensed architect 
and a certified planner, 

Mr. Miller has focused his career on 
urban design solutions and planning 
activities in Michigan. This work has 
included city and neighborhood 
master plans and private-sector 
development projects - including 
Studio Part and Plaza Roosevelt.
Due to popular demand, we are 
bringing back Mark Miller to answer 
the questions so many students had 
in the January session. The “What 
is Next” question in Grand Rapids 
needed more time to fully tackle all 
the tough issues that come with city 
growth and planning.

Jack the Ripper’s  
London in Context  ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
1 Class - April 21   

Julie Taddeo, Ph.D. is a 
University of Maryland 
British history professor 
who peers beneath the 
fantasy perpetuated by 
romance novels and TV 
series to examine the 

larger social and political world of the 
men and women who lived in late 18th 
and 19th Century London.
By the 1880s, London’s reputation as 
a “Modern Babylon” - a city filled with 
pleasure but also vice- had captured 
the public’s imagination. Journalists 
and sociologists exposed conditions 
of extreme poverty and such crimes 
as “white slavery” and prostitution, 
prompting reform. But it was Jack the 
Ripper whose five murders between 
August-November of 1888  who 
terrified the nation and reminded 
women that their safety depended 
on their retreat back into the home. 
This lecture will examine the media 
coverage surrounding the Ripper 

killings, how this case reflected social 
anxieties about class, gender, and 
race, and how the Ripper became 
part of a pop culture industry that 
lives on to this day.

Contingent Existence:  
Fabulous Photographs
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - April 28

Jennifer Steensma 
Hoag, professor of  
Visual & Performing 
Arts at Calvin 
University, and 
Jeanette Henderson, 
an experienced leader, 

educator and naturalist, collaborated 
on a recent exhibition, Botanica.
Jennifer will present three series 
of photographs that considers the 
visuals humans make to understand, 
appreciate, and communicate about 
the natural world. From black and 
white prints informed by scientific 
botanical studies from the 1800s 
to landscape panoramas made 
with Photoshop algorithms, the 
photographs are a wide-ranging 
exploration. A special focus will be 
on the series, Contingent Existence, 
a collaboration with naturalist 
Jeanette. Jeanette collected 
non-native species and created 
floral arrangements that Jennifer 
transformed into lush photographic 
images inspired by historical 
European still life paintings. 
Jennifer’s photographs and botanist 
Jeanette’s arrangements will make 
you feel as though you are viewing 
the 17th century Netherlands.

What is a Mormon Temple?
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 12

Charles Stoddard 
grew up with banking 
in his blood. After 
earning degrees from 
MSU and Harvard 
Business School, he 
held banking and 

finance positions in New York City and 
Los Angeles before returning 

home to work in the family bank and, 
ultimately, found his own — Grand 
Bank in Grand Rapids. Chuck is a 
practicing Mormon.
A Mormon Temple will soon be 
built in Forest Hills. Once the 
Temple is built, there will be a public 
open house with tours prior to its 
dedication; then it will be closed to 
the public. Join Chuck Stoddard as 
he talks about the Mormon Temple. 
How does it differ from other 
Church buildings? What happens 
inside? Why is it closed to the public 
and how do members qualify to 
enter? Chuck will shed light on 
these questions and more.

Update on The Whitewater 
Rapids Project in the Grand 
River  ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 19

Steve Heacock 
has been a vocal 
supporter of the 
Grand Rapids 
Whitewater project 
and has a lead role 
in seeing it through. 

Heacock left his role as senior vice 
president at Spectrum Health to lead 
this initiative to restore the Grand 
River’s rapids as president of the 
Whitewater project. 
Grand Rapids Whitewater is at 
the center of the effort to return 
the Grand River into a “decided 
turbulent and wild appearance” 
it once had in the early 1800’s. 
This effort touches every level of 
governance, beginning at the local 
level all the way to the Federal 
Environmental Regulatory Agencies; 
each adding their important voice 
and analyzing the impacts of 
restoration. This transformational 
project will fundamentally change 
our City’s perspective. Our river 
will become alive with the sound 
and mist of moving water - and 
once again justify the name Grand 
Rapids.
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APRIL 2023
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

F. Johnson Series -  
African Americans Who 
Defended Democracy 
Donnelly 9:30

M Lorr -  
Land Stolen from Ojibwe 
9:30

S. Eberle -  
Ancient Fashion 9:30
J. Lendrum -  
Informal Economy 9:30
E. Abramovits Broadway 
Musicals ZOOM 1:30

A Lewis -  
Beginnings + Endings 
9:30
P. Gibb -  
Mindful Conversations 
ZOOM 1:30

GOOD FRIDAY - CLOSED

EASTER MONDAY - CLOSED

L. Barnett -  
Area Agency on Aging  
9:30
D. DeBruyn -  
2024 Solar Eclipse  
1:30

S. Eberle -  
Ancient Fashion 9:30
J. Lendrum -  
Informal Economy 9:30
E. Abramovits Broadway 
Musicals ZOOM 1:30

J.Heaney -  
Joy of Making Jewelry  
11:45
C. Kamp -  
Ireland  
1:30

Richard Bell -  
Inside Story of the  
Boston Massacre 
ZOOM 9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
African Americans Who 
Defended Democracy 
ZOOM 9:30

D. Zinman -  
Playing the President  
9:30
S. Soper -  
Happy Travel Adventures  
1:30

P. Newton -  
Under the Cap  
ZOOM 9:30
E. Abramovits Broadway 
Musicals ZOOM 1:30

T. Wilson -  
1913 Autos  
9:30
J.Heaney -  
Joy of Making Jewelry  
11:45

M. Miller -  
What’s Next? 
Downtown GR 9:30
J. Taddeo -  
Jack the Ripper  
ZOOM 9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
African Americans Who 
Defended Democracy 
Donnelly 9:30
M. Daley - Development  
of Mackinac Island & Bridge  
1:30

D. Zinman -  
Playing the President 9:30

S. Eberle -  
Ancient Fashion  
9:30
J. Owens -  
Forgotten Voices of  
Ellis Island  
1:30

GR Public Museum Tour 
272 Pearl NW 10:30
J. Cotner -  
Countryside of England  
1:30

J. Hoag -  
Fabulous Photos 
9:30

3 4 5 6 7

10 11 12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

From Guerrillas to Gorillas:  
The story of the last  
30 years in Rwanda 
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - May 26

Becky Knack 
received a BA from 
Southwestern 
University in English 
literature and her 
MA in Linguistics 
from the U of M. She 

taught for 21 years at East Grand 
Rapids High School.
Rwanda, a tiny central African 
republic is one of the most 
successfully modernized countries 
in the world today. And that is in 

fewer than 30 years since its horrific 
genocide when one million people 
were slaughtered within three 
months. How did this remarkable 
transformation come about? What 
on earth did guerrillas and gorillas 
have to do with the transformation? 
Becky will answer these questions 
as well as show you the beauty of 
this tiny country.

OLLI HIKING SEASON IS
JUST AROUND THE CORNER!

DUST OFF THOSE WALKING SHOES
AND JOIN OLLI MEMBERS FOR HIKES AT 4:30 

THE FIRST AND FOURTH MONDAY
APRIL - OCTOBER

 
FIRST HIKE OF THE SEASON APRIL 24.  

CALL THE OLLI OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR LOOK FOR OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.



Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

POSTMASTER PLEASE DELIVER
MARCH 13-17, 2023

Classes Begin
April 3, 2023

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

F. Johnson Series -  
African Americans Who 
Defended Democracy 
ZOOM 9:30

M. Spence -  
Michigan & the  
End of the World 9:30
Leo Bouritsas -  
Philosophy and Its 
Discontents 1:30

M. Stevens -  
Poe: Fame and Despair  
9:30
L. Masur -  
Hamilton v Jefferson 
ZOOM 1:30

T. Lorson -  
Kent State Anniversary  
9:30
A Bell -  
A Pivotal Year:1963 
1:30

R. Bell - Disunited Kingdom 
ZOOM 9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
African Americans Who 
Defended Democracy 
Donnelly 9:30
K. Maag -  
Ancient & Celtic Scotland 
1:30

M. Spence -  
Michigan & the  
End of the World 9:30
Leo Bouritsas -  
Philosophy and Its 
Discontents 1:30

M. Stevens -  
Poe: Fame and Despair  
9:30

G. Eberle -  
Romanticism  
9:30
A Bell -  
A Pivotal Year: 1963 
1:30

C. Stoddard -  
What is a Mormon Temple? 
9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
African Americans Who 
Defended Democracy 
ZOOM 9:30
K. Maag -  
Ancient & Celtic Scotland 
1:30

M. Spence -  
Michigan & the  
End of the World 9:30
Leo Bouritsas -  
Philosophy and Its 
Discontents 1:30

D.Ryden -  
The Roberts Court  
ZOOM 9:30
M. Fetty -  
Why Religion Matters 
1:30

G. Eberle -  
Romanticism  
9:30
A Bell -  
A Pivotal Year:1963 
1:30

S. Heacock -  
Grand River  
Whitewater Project Update  
ZOOM 9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
African Americans Who 
Defended Democracy 
Donnelly 9:30
M. Daley - Development of  
Mackinac Island & Bridge  
1:30

M. Spence -  
Michigan & the  
End of the World 9:30
1:30

D.Ryden -  
The Roberts Court 
ZOOM 9:30
M. Fetty -  
Why Religion Matters 
1:30

G. Eberle -  
Romanticism  
9:30
J. Cotner -  
City of London  
1:30

B. Knack -  
Guerrillas to Gorillas 
9:30

MEMORIAL DAY - CLOSED

Eric Winstrom:  
GR Chief of Police 
9:30
M. Fetty -  
Why Religion Matters 
1:30

MAY 2023
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