
SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Winter 2023

February 1 - March 31, 2023

Winter 2023 Registration 
Begins Monday, January 23, 2023

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dr. Fred Johnson  
Series - 
Underwhelming 
Presidents 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Writing Workshop  
9:30-11:00 a.m.

More Michigan 
History with  
Dr. Matthew Daley 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Criminal Brains  
(Neurocriminology)  
1:30-3:00 p.m.

What the Last  
Decade Has To  
Teach Us about 
American Democracy 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Love Potions  
& Growing Herbs 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

All About Birds! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

American Tragedy 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Revisiting  
Spirituality and 
Tending the Earth 
ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Te, Joseph, celebrent: 
An Examination of 
Manuel de Sumaya 
Works 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Welfare to Warden 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

I Can’t Wait to  
Make My Next 
Presentation!  
Really? 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

America’s First Ladies & 
Related First Ladies 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Ghosts in the Grooves 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Historic Architectural 
Treasures of  
Old Florida 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Victoria’s Secrets: 
Society & Culture  
in 19th England  
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Return to Ordinary 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Drawing with  
Scott Kenyon 
11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m.

Economics  
of Climate Change 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Declaration of 
Independence  
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Windows into Eternity: 
Understanding  
the Russian Icon 
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Opium  
Poppy: A Blessing 
and a Curse 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Mediterranean  
Art from the  
Seventeenth Century:  
Southern Baroque 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Bus Trip to the  
Detroit Institute of Art  
9:30-4:30 p.m.

The Status Quo Elections: 
A Post-Mortem on the 
2022 Midterms  
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

African American and 
Women History Months 
with Caroline Cook 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Meet Jack London:  
Anne’s Book Group  
11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.

I am Dying to Talk to You 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Celebrating Perfect  
Vocal Harmony Groups  
ZOOM! 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Holland’s Earliest 
Amusement: Lakewood 
Farm and Zoo 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

What is Happening  
in Iran Today?  
1:30-3:00 p.m.

History with  
Dr. Richard Bell  
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Ton, or  
London’s High 
Society, in the 
Regency Era:  
A Business  
of Pleasure 
ZOOM! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Tales from the 
Bench  
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Grand Rapids 
and the Supreme 
Court: Annual 
Supreme Court 
Update 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Roll Out the  
Red Carpet  
with Ian! 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Blues Odyssey  
9:30-11:00 a.m.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
The snow is falling, the wind is blowing, but we are weathering the storms with friends, 
amazing classes, and of course, cookies and coffee at the Browne Center. Come join us! 
Thank you!  
Carol, Corey, Susan, and Sheila
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BRONZE
MEMBERSHIP

 
$12.50

 
 

$25
Classes $17/each

 
 
 

SILVER
MEMBERSHIP

$30
 
 $60

Classes $14/each

OLLI Membership Levels
Half-Off Pricing - Bronze & Silver

Registration is not complete until payment has been received AND processed.
In order to receive an OLLI credit, a 2 business day cancellation notice is required by EMAIL
OR PHONE.
Refunds for tuition may be in the form of an OLLI credit or a credit card refund.  An OLLI
credit will be issued unless you specify otherwise.

Registration begins Monday, January 23 at 9 AM
Call 616-632-2430

or email Carol - cag004@aquinas.edu
or Susan - skk003@aquinas.edu

Please only contact ONE of us; not both

Register for Winter 2023 
OLLI Classes

Classes will begin Wednesday, February  1
There will be both ZOOM and in-person classes

 
 

Half-Price OLLI Memberships
 

There are still many opportunities to enjoy OLLI classes.
All memberships are good until the end of June 2023. 

 At half-price, an OLLI membership is a bargain!  
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MONDAY
Dr. Fred Johnson Series - 
Underwhelming Presidents
Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
8 Classes - February 6, 13, 20, 27 
and March 6, 13, 20 & 27

Fred Johnson, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of history at Hope 
College. His primary 
field of study is 19th 
Century History. Dr. 
Johnson has received 

many awards, including the Hope 
Favorite and Most Outstanding 
Professor Awards. He is a former 
Marine Officer and business leader; 
in addition, he has written over 9 
books. Dr. Johnson was recently 
awarded an Endowed Chair in his 
name at Hope College.
February 6 (Donnelly) - He 
became president soon after one 
of America’s finest military victories, 
but battlefield success threatened 
chaos at home, leaving many 
worried for the future.
February 13 (ZOOM) - In an hour 
of crisis when his nation needed 
him most, this do-nothing president 
amazingly did more of . . . nothing.
February 20 (Donnelly) - He 
squandered hard won freedoms 
by burdening his exhausted nation 
with the stench of his hateful 
incompetence.
February 27 (ZOOM) - Many 
considered him an unfit president, 
but he honored himself and his 
nation by doing his best to preserve 
freedoms bought with blood.
March 6  (Donnelly) - He 
further diminished his lackluster 
presidency, by perpetuating an 
injustice against one of America’s 
most loyal citizens.
March 13 (ZOOM) - His presidency 
set the stage for normalizing 
policies that guaranteed misery 
for millions in the new century. 
March 20 (Donnelly) - In an age 
of crookedness and scandal, this 
president worked hard at being the 
most scandalous crook of his era.

March 27 (ZOOM) - He’d saved 
millions and could have saved 
millions more but this president 
instead chose to sit on his hands.

Writing Workshop 
Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - February 6 & 13

Gretchen Rumohr, 
Ph.D. is an associate 
professor of English, 
department chair, 
and writing program 
administrator at 
Aquinas College.

Dr. Rumohr will lead a one-time 
writing workshop and then, the 
next week, bring in Writing Center 
consultants that could provide 
one-on-one feedback for the 
participants’ writing. The hope 
is that OLLI scholars will know 
that they are welcome to use this 
campus resource for their own 
writing-- personal or otherwise. 
This could be a great opportunity 
for those who love to write!
Maximum: 20

More Michigan History  
with Dr. Matthew Daley
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - February 20 & March 20

Matthew Daley, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of history at GVSU. 
Dr. Daley’s research 
focuses on urban, 
public and social 
policy; Great Lakes 

maritime culture and technology; 
and public history. He is on the 
Review Board for the State Historic 
Preservation Office and on the 
Michigan State Board for Social 
Studies Education.
February 20 - Furnishings for 
the World: Grand Rapids as 
America’s Furniture Capital: 
Beginning in the mid-nineteenth 
century, a group of cabinet makers 
and entrepreneurs remade a river 
town in Michigan into the center 
of the furniture production in the 
United States. Yet, far from a simple 

story of luck and perseverance, the 
city’s place was achieved by vision, 
skill, trials, and struggle including 
the furniture strike of 1911. 
“Furniture City, U.S.A.” is far more 
than chairs and tables, it is the 
story of a city and its community.
March 20 - The Grand Army of 
the Republic: A Civil War Legacy: 
Formed in 1866, the Grand Army 
of the Republic grew out of state 
and local veterans groups from 
the Union Army. The organization 
would become a powerful political 
entity, an entity of camaraderie 
and leadership in communities, 
and a shaper of commemoration. 
From 1866 to 1949, the GAR held 
annual “National Encampments” 
including in Grand Rapids. We 
will examine this lesser known 
organization’s role in American life.

Criminal Brains 
(Neurocriminology)
Monday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - February 27 & March 6

Dr. Tom Bahl, Ph.D. 
came to Aquinas 
College from 
Salisbury, North 
Carolina in 2002. Dr. 
Bahl earned his Ph.D. 
in Neuroscience 

from Emory University, his M.S. 
in Zoology from the University of 
Georgia, and his B.S. in Biology from 
the Pennsylvania State University. 
He teaches human biology, 
biology for the health sciences, and 
neuroscience.
Advancements in neuroscience 
are increasing our understanding 
of how brain biology influences 
both good and bad behaviors. The 
field of neurocriminology seeks 
to apply brain imaging techniques 
to contribute to our understanding 
of criminal brains. This course will 
explore the latest brain imaging 
techniques (mostly functional MRI’s) 
to study the brains of murderers, 
psychopaths and serial killers. 

OLLI TUITION COURSES
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TUESDAY
What the Last Decade  
Has To Teach Us about 
American Democracy
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - February 7 & 14

Molly Patterson, 
Ph.D. is a professor of 
political science and 
department chair at 
Aquinas College. She 
received a doctorate 
and masters degree 

from the University of California-
Irvine and her BA from Carleton 
College. Her research interests 
include theory and practices of 
democracy, especially issues of social 
justice and political participation, 
and theory and analysis of political 
power and social change.
For people who teach about 
American government and 
democracy, the past decade (or 
so) has brought a new sense of 
urgency to the task. Noteworthy 
democratic achievements live 
side-by-side with a sense of peril 
and urgency for the democratic 
project. This course will harness 
the insights from both the 
political science profession and 
the undergraduate classroom to 
examine how our understanding 
of American democracy has been 
impacted by recent historical 
events and cultural developments. 
There will be ample opportunity 
for discussion, as well.

Love Potions & Growing Herbs
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - February 14 & 21

Patti Visner is an 
advanced gardener 
and herbalist. She has 
presented for Meijer 
Gardens, Kent District 
Library and local 
gardening clubs in the 

area. She has been published in local 
magazines and has self published a 
book on gardening.

February 14 - Patty will show 
OLLI scholars how to make their 
own “Love Potions” from natural 
herbs and ingredients. She will also 
have many samples of her own 
to hand out to students. Great for 
Valentine’s Day joy!
February 21 - Students will learn 
to grow herbs and discover the 
many uses for them. Growing 
herbs is fun and fairly easy, but 
what do you do with all the herbs 
after harvest? This program will 
show the conditions needed to 
grow herbs and how to make 
herbal vinegar, herbal honey, 
herbal oil and herbal butter.

All About Birds!
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - February 21 & 28

Michael Lombardo, 
Ph.D. is a professor of 
biology at GVSU where 
he teaches classes in 
Evolution, Human 
Evolution, Human 
Sexality, Ornithology, 

and Vertebrate Natural History. He is a 
fellow of the American Ornithological 
Society. Among his over 50 
publications in peer-reviewed science 
journals are papers on bird behavior. 
He has published papers about 
various aspects of the biology of tree 
swallows, Eastern and mountain 
bluebirds, and house sparrows.
February 21 - Why are there 
fewer birds than in the past? 
Was Rachel Carson right in 1962? 
Will there be “Silent Springs” in 
our future? The “U. S. State of 
the Birds 2022” report estimates 
that the USA and Canada have 
lost 3 billion birds in the last 50 
years. Birds in all habitats, except 
wetlands, are experiencing 
downward population trends. 
Moreover, 70 species are thought 
to be a “tipping point” and at risk 
for unrecoverable declines. This 
course will describe some of the 
main causes of these precipitous 
declines in bird numbers and some 
of the steps needed to prevent a 
future of “Silent Springs.”

February 28 - The variety of 
ways that parent birds care for 
their young. Most species of birds 
are incredibly devoted parents. 
In some species, parents deliver 
food to their nestlings every 10-15 
minutes during daylight hours 
for three weeks. This course will 
(a) describe the variety of ways 
that birds care for their young 
(b) include descriptions of some 
species that foist on others the 
care of their offspring and (c) 
discuss some of the interesting 
evolutionary causes and 
consequences of these patterns.

American Tragedy
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - March 7 & 14

Jason Stevens, 
Ph.D. is assistant 
professor of English 
at Cornerstone 
University. He earned 
his degrees from the 
University of Dallas.

Tragedy is really serious business! 
Since ancient times, it has served 
important philosophical, political, 
and metaphysical purposes. This 
class will explore the origins and 
development of tragedy, from 
Ancient Greece to today - as well 
as tragedy’s social, philosophical, 
and rhetorical uses in literature and 
plays. Studying tragedy ensures 
our lives as comedies. This is true. 
Reading stories with sad endings 
helps us write our own happy 
endings!

Revisiting Spirituality  
and Tending the Earth ZOOM!
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
March - 7 & 14

Betsy Willey, BA 
from the University of 
Michigan, is a teacher, a 
spiritual leader, speaker, 
and author. She was a 
director of a program 
she developed with 

Dave Kampfshulte called Youth 
Development for many years. She 
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spends much of her time today 
leading spiritual seminars.
This class will continue the 
exploration of what individuals can 
do to impact global warming and 
climate change. Betsy will focus 
on hope, new innovations, and 
the transitioning into a circular 
economy. Woven throughout will 
be interfaith perspectives and 
meditations. Bring your ideas for a 
lively discussion!

Te, Joseph, celebrent:  
An Examination of  
Manuel de Sumaya Works
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - March 21

Christopher Mason 
is the new Director 
of Choral Activities 
at Aquinas College 
where he conducts 
the college choirs and 
teaches conducting. 

He is the Founding Artistic Director 
of Vox GR, Grand Rapids’ premiere 
professional choir whose vision 
is to transform our community 
through high-caliber choral singing 
that moves the heart, engages the 
intellect, and honors our diversity. 
Manuel de Sumaya, a near 
contemporary of Bach and Handel, 
was one of the most famous 
composers in Mexico City in the 
18th century. This lecture will 
explore his music, its historical 
context, and how we might best 
recreate its sound in a modern 
setting. Juggling issues of musical 
sleuthing, social climbing, and 
institutional racism, we will 
piece together Sumaya’s musical 
milieu through his works for the 
celebration of feasts for St. Joseph 
at the Cathedral of Mexico City in 
1714-1715. 

Welfare to Warden
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - March 21

Pam Withrow 
completed her 
BA in psychology, 
sociology and 
pre-law from 
MSU. She became 
the first woman 

warden in the State of Michigan. 
Her most recent position was 
as the Warden for the Michigan 
Reformatory in Ionia. She received 
an honorary doctorate from GVSU 
and Ferris State University. She was 
also inducted into the Michigan 
Women’s Hall of Fame. She also was 
named Warden of the Year by North 
American Association of Wardens 
and Superintendents.
Pam will discuss her books, Welfare 
to Warden and Madam Warden. She 
will also include information about 
prisons, prisoners, and the staff 
who do the hard work of managing 
facilities in the State of Michigan. 
She will discuss evidence-based 
programs for offenders and 
describe the cognitive work she 
and her staff did with prisoners 
at the Michigan Reformatory. The 
role played by volunteers and 
community partners will also be 
discussed as will what taxpayers 
should expect from the Michigan 
Department of Corrections. 

I Can’t Wait to Make My Next 
Presentation! Really?
Tuesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - March 28

David Weinandy, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of communication 
at Aquinas College 
who has been 
awarded The 
Outstanding Faculty 

Member many times by the Aquinas 
College Student Senate and Alumni 
Association, and also received the 
College’s Distinguished Service 
Award for his community service 
work. Dr. Weinandy has earned a BS 

in Social Work, a BA in Psychology, 
an MA in College Student Personnel, 
and a doctorate in interpersonal 
communication.
In this session, you will learn all 
about being the speaker you want 
to be. Specifically, Dr. Weinancy 
will discuss topics such as: physical 
and vocal delivery, audience and 
situation analysis, introductions 
and conclusions, credibility, visual 
aid use, conveying just enough 
personality, question and answer 
sessions, and reducing anxiety. 
You will also receive oodles 
of guidelines on all types of 
“life” speeches including toasts, 
eulogies, and award presentations. 
Everyone deserves time at 
the microphone. So why not 
make your next speech fun and 
impactful. Public speaking can be 
filled with standing ovations…if 
you do it Dave’s way!

America’s First Ladies & 
Related First Ladies
Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
1 Class - March 28

Bonnie David is a 
graduate of Western 
Michigan University 
who taught at 
East Kentwood 
High School for 29 
years. She has since 

presented Lifelong Learning classes at 
Kellogg Community College for over 
15 years. She loves teaching classes 
about the First Ladies of our country!
Join us as we continue our 
America’s First Ladies series. Our 
focus will be on three pairs of 
related First Ladies, Abigail Adams 
and Louisa Adams, Edith Roosevelt 
and Eleanor Roosevelt, and 
Barbara Bush and Laura Bush. We 
will conclude by focusing on the 
recent First Lady, Michelle Obama. 
A take home “tasting experience” 
will feature First Lady favorites and 
former White House Pastry Chef, 
Roland Mesnier’s recipes.
Maximum: 20

COURSES CONT.
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WEDNESDAY
Ghosts in the Grooves
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - February 1 & 8

Jon VanderPloeg, 
an attorney at Hilger 
and Hammond, is an 
avid record collector 
and music historian.
Jon will be 
exploring 

recordings from earliest days of 
78’s to their demise in the 50’s 
(following the invention of 33 and 
45 rpm “Hi-Fi” records). He will play 
music live from original recordings 
and some reissues. He will also 
include ragtime, jazz, blues, swing, 
Be Bop, R & B, gospel, vaudeville, 
hell-fire mini sermons, and early 
rock and roll.

Historic Architectural 
Treasures of Old Florida
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - February 1 & 8

Pam VanderPloeg 
is a researcher/
historian who has a 
passion for history 
and architecture. 
She spent 11 years 
as assistant director 

of Kent district Library, served as 
director of research and creative 
services at West Michigan Modern, 
and ended her career directing the 
work of researching, documenting 
and preserving Grand Rapids 
architectural history at Architecture 
Grand Rapids. 
Warm up your winter with the 
historic architectural treasures of 
old Florida --the Spanish flavor 
of St. Augustine, Miami’s South 
Beach Art Deco, Sarasota’s Modern 
masterpieces, and sunny Old Town 
Key West--designed from salvage 
by ship’s carpenters. 

Victoria’s Secrets:  
Society & Culture in  
19th England ZOOM!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - February 15 & 22

Julie Taddeo, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of history at the 
University of 
Maryland focusing 
on British History. 
Some of her talks 

have been on British Royal scandals 
and the rise of the media since the 
Georgian era; Victorian scandal and 
crime; the Queen’s Jubilee in context; 
life on the homefront in England in 
WWII; and she uses popular period 
dramas like Downton Abbey and 
Bridgerton to discuss the larger 
social/political/cultural history of 
Britain in the 18th-20th centuries. 
She is a popular speaker often giving 
talks at the Smithsonian among 
other places. 
This course explores the social and 
cultural life of England from 1830 
to 1900, from Buckingham Palace 
to the slums of London’s East End. 
What did it mean to be “Victorian,” 
and why are we still fascinated 
by this time period? How did the 
Queen modernize the monarchy 
while balancing marriage and 
motherhood? What was the truth 
behind “Home Sweet Home” and 
how did Parliament address the 
downside of industrial progress, 
from child labor to workhouses? 
How did scientific entertainments 
from mesmerism to freak shows 
teach Victorians about empire, 
class, and race? Lastly, we’ll meet 
New Women and “inverts” and 
criminals like Jack the Ripper who 
served as warnings about the 
nation’s place in the world as the 
19th century came to a close.

Return to Ordinary
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - February 15 & 22

David Hebert, 
Ph.D. is an 
Associate Professor 
of Economics at 
Aquinas College. In 
addition to his work 
in higher education, 

he has also worked with the US 
Senate Budget Committee and the 
Joint Economic Committee in the 
US House of Representatives. His 
popular writings have appeared in 
The Wall Street Journal, Investor’s 
Business Daily, RealClearPolicy, 
and with The American Institute 
for Economic Research. His 
academic work has been published 
often including The Journal of 
Private Enterprise, and The 
Journal of Public Finance and 
Public Choice. He is also the editor 
of “Emergence, Entanglement, and 
Political Economy,” which is part 
of the series in Public Choice for 
Springer Publishing.
Extraordinary times often call 
for extraordinary measures. With 
near-record levels of inflation, 
skyrocketing interest rates, and 
talks of a looming recession, these 
are most certainly extraordinary 
times. But what if it’s the case that 
extraordinary measures are what 
lead to extraordinary times? Join 
Dr. David Hebert as he explains 
how the extraordinary led to the 
extraordinary and why a return 
to ordinary has never been more 
necessary.
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Drawing with Scott Kenyon
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
4 Classes - March 1, 8, 15 & 22

Local artist, Scott 
Kenyon, studied 
portrait painting 
and drawing at 
the Maryland Hall 
for Creative Arts in 
Annapolis as well as 

The Chesapeake Fine Art Studio. He 
is well known in the community for 
his incredible drawings/paintings of 
family pets. 
Each week students will learn 
the basic techniques of drawing 
varying subjects along with 
focusing on values, edges, and 
design. Students will be drawing: 
Landscapes, portraits, and still life 
from photographs. Graphite pencil 
provided in the class. (Students 
are welcome to bring their own 
materials.) Maximum: 14

Economics of Climate Change
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - March 1 & 8

Erik Nordman, 
Ph.D. is a professor 
of natural resources 
management at 
GVSU. He is also a 
faculty affiliate at 
Indiana University’s 

Ostrom Workshop and an adjunct 
professor in Grand Valley’s 
Economics Department. As a visiting 
scholar at the Ostrom Workshop in 
2019-2020, Nordman wrote the book 
The Uncommon Knowledge of 
Elinor Ostrom: Essential Lessons 
for Collective Action. The book was 
featured in Science magazine’s 2021 
summer reading list. Nordman was a 
Fulbright Scholar in 2012-13.
Atmospheric scientists have a solid 
understanding of how human 
actions are changing Earth’s 
climate. But how do economists 
measure the economic value of 
damages from climate change? 
This course will explore the 
economics of climate change, from 
the social cost of carbon to the 
impact on economic growth, 

as well as economic policies to 
curb greenhouse gas emissions. 
It will also cover the limitations 
of framing climate change as an 
economic problem.

Declaration of Independence 
ZOOM!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - March 8 & 15

Heather Dudley, 
Ph.D. from 
Georgetown 
University, 
writes a blog—
charactermattered.
org—and wrote a 

book about the founders and liberty: 
The Free and the Virtuous: Why 
the Founders Knew that Character 
Mattered. She is a professor of 
psychology at Northern Virginia 
Community College. Heather has 
also been teaching for many OLLIs 
across the country.
The Declaration of Independence 
is the most read, listened to, 
and celebrated of our nation’s 
founding documents. In this class, 
students will read and wonder at 
the structure and flow of those 
beautifully structured sentences 
and grapple with some important 
questions:1) What did Jefferson 
mean when he used words such as 
equality, liberty and happiness? 2) 
In what way was the Declaration 
an expression of the classical and 
Enlightenment philosophers that 
were of such great importance 
to the founding generation? 3) 
How valid was the evidence that 
supported the claim that King 
George was a tyrant?

Windows into Eternity: 
Understanding the Russian Icon 
ZOOM!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes - March 22 & 29

Carol Rudie, Ph.D. 
is the Education 
Outreach 
Coordinator at the 
Museum of Russian 
Art in Minneapolis. 

Icons are central to Russian culture 
in so many ways.  Because they 
use the forms of this world to 
glimpse the eternal world, icons 
bring worshippers into contact 
with something larger than life. 
The first session will examine 
the visual methods used and 
the concepts being illustrated to 
open up an appreciation of both 
their significance as religious 
objects and their ability to create 
connections beyond themselves. 
The second session will illustrate 
the ways in which icons influence 
Western style art as well as the 
aesthetic of Russia’s artists. 

The Opium Poppy:  
A Blessing and a Curse
Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - March 22 & 29

Dave Evans, MS is 
a career research 
scientist with a 
graduate degree 
in Zoology from 
the University 
of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee. He has had a 40 year 
career as a biochemist and molecular 
biologist that includes basic as well as 
pharmaceutical research.
The opium poppy or “Joy Plant” 
has been a blessing and a curse 
for mankind since its discovery 
centuries ago. This three part 
course will trace the history and 
science of opium from its ancient 
roots through today and talk about 
the role that opium has played 
throughout human history. The 
discussion will serve to remind us 
that the problems we are facing 
today with respect to opium are 
nothing new. The course will 
conclude with a discussion of 
the current opioid situation and 
how we might repair some of the 
damage that has been done. 

COURSES CONT.
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THURSDAY
Mediterranean Art from 
the Seventeenth Century: 
Southern Baroque
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - February 2 & 9 - 

Henry Luttikhuizen, 
Ph.D., Professor 
Emeritus of Art 
History from Calvin 
University, received 
his doctorate from 
the University of 

Virginia. He currently serves as 
Scholar in Residence at GVSU. Henry 
has published numerous books and 
articles in his academic discipline. 
In addition, he has served as the 
curator of exhibitions at local art 
museums and galleries.
This course will address the form 
and function of visual arts during 
the Baroque period. Special 
attention will be given to the work 
of Bernini and Caravaggio in Italy 
and that of Veláquex and Zubarán 
in Spain. In this course, we will 
examine how their art promoted 
Catholic reform and the power of 
cardinals, popes, and kings. The 
first week’s presentation will focus 
on art in Italy and the second one 
on art in Spain. During the third 
and final session, we will tour the 
Detroit Institute of Arts and study 
works by these artists first-hand.

Bus Trip to the  
Detroit Institute of Art 
Thursday, 9:30-4:30 p.m.
February 16

Enjoy an afternoon 
at the DIA with 
OLLI’s favorite art 
history professor, Dr. 
Henry Luttikhuizen. 
You will have time 
to enjoy lunch (not 

included in fee) at the Cafe.
Maximum: 38
Fee: $70 (Sorry, no refunds on 
cancellations)

The Status Quo Elections:  
A Post-Mortem on the  
2022 Midterms ZOOM!
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
2 Classes -February 9 & 16

David Ryden, Ph.D., 
professor at Hope 
College, has a J.D. 
from the University 
of Minnesota 
Law School and 
a doctorate from 

The Catholic University of America. 
His areas of specialization are 
religion and politics, American 
constitutionalism, and parties and 
elections.
The election results are in, and 
while President Biden and the 
Democrats managed to avoid the 
anticipated red wave, the biggest 
takeaway is that voters seem 
disinclined to give either party a 
solid governing majority. These 
classes will take a granular look 
at key developments in the 2022 
midterms, and what they mean for 
2024. We will then pan back to take 
a wide angle view of the two-party 
system in America. Questions loom 
for both parties in their respective 
quests to build stable governing 
coalitions. How they respond will 
say much about whether our party 
system retains the capacity to 
fairly and effectively represent the 
interests of all Americans.

African American and  
Women History Months with 
Caroline Cook
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
 2 Classes - February 9 & March 9

Caroline Cook, chief 
tour ambassador 
of Grand Rapids 
Running Tours, is all 
about Grand Rapids 
History. Caroline tells 
fascinating tales 

and gives guided tours of the City 
- highlighting the City’s culture, 
history, and growth.

February 9 - African American 
History on the Grand 
Presentation: If we review the 
demographic changes over the 
less-than-200 years that Grand 
Rapids has been a city on the 
banks of the Grand River, the 
ethnic makeup of our population 
has shifted dramatically. This 
presentation specifically examines 
the African American population 
from 1826 until present. We’ll 
discuss touchstones in downtown 
Grand Rapids that prompt the 
telling of the tales of remarkable 
African American people, places, 
events and issues.
March 9 - Rad American Women 
A - Z Presentation: It began 
as great accomplishments of 
females across the country. Then, 
their stories were captured in a 
book for children by author Kate 
Schatz. Finally, the pages of the 
book came alive in Grand Rapids, 
painted on outdoor utility boxes 
in 2019. The narrative and photos 
include stories about 26 bold, 
visionary women whose names 
will be recognized by many, but 
also introduces you to women you 
might not know…but should. Join 
the virtual hunt for the pieces of 
urban artwork on almost every 
intersection of downtown Grand 
Rapids.

Meet Jack London:  
Anne’s Book Group 
Thursday, 11:30 -1:00 p.m.
March 9, 16, 23 & 30

Anne Horwitz’s, 
Harvard graduate 
and J.D. from 
Cooley Law, book 
discussion will be as 
follows: A Daughter 
of the Snows, about 

a young woman who upsets 
her father’s wealthy community 
and befriends a prostitute(3/9); 
London’s iconic Call of The Wild 
about a domesticated dog working  
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as a sled dog and protector in the 
wilds of the Yukon Gold Rush, and 
White Fang about a wild dog which 
becomes domesticated, winding 
up as an affectionate pet(3/16); 
Martin Eden, about a struggling 
writer trying to shed his working 
class background(3/23); The Little 
Lady of The Big House, described 
by critics as “ too sexy for readers 
of 1915 and not sexy enough for 
readers of beyond the sexually free 
twenties”(3/30). Summaries to be 
provided.

Holland’s Earliest Amusement: 
Lakewood Farm and Zoo
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - March 16

Valerie Olson van 
Heest is an American 
author, explorer, 
and museum exhibit 
designer. She is 
co-founder of the 
Michigan Shipwreck 

Research Association.She has 
been involved in the discovery and 
archaeological documentation of 
numerous historic shipwrecks in the 
Great Lakes.
Imagine if Meijer Garden, John Ball 
Park Zoo, and a working poultry 
and pork farm were situated 
on the shores of Lake Michigan 
and run by a philanthropist who 
oversaw it all from his lakefront 
mansion. That was George Getz’s 
Lakewood Farm and Zoo. Holland 
author and museum exhibit 
designer, Valerie van Heest, will 
share how a simple request to 
develop a museum exhibit about 
this attraction, led her to meet the 
current owners of the mansion, 
root out the surprising true history 
of the farm, nominate Lakewood 
to the National Register of Historic 
Places, write a book, and save an 
important artifact, in addition to 
curating that exhibit.

I Am Dying to Talk to You
Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - March 2

Dave Kampfschulte, 
director of Amazing 
Circles Workshops, 
does not believe that 
questions stop once 
we leave school. He 
has been facilitating 

thought provoking classes, 
discussions, and activities for years. 
Dave Kampfschulte has been in 
the hospice field for 35 years as a 
volunteer, author, and educator. 
Plan on spending a thoughtful 
and entertaining session as he 
relates his experiences, based on 
his book, I’m Dying to Talk with 
You, of interacting with patients 
and families at the end of life. You 
will leave with some unexpected 
new insights on initiating end of 
life conversations, advanced care 
planning, and helping people to 
think about and discuss death in 
a positive way. Get a glimpse of 
how others have dealt with end of 
life, as they have walked the path 
before you - you might just be 
pleasantly surprised. 

Celebrating Perfect Vocal 
Harmony Groups ZOOM!
Thursday, 1:30-3:00pm
1 Class - March 2

Mike Agron grew 
up in Los Angeles, 
the heart of the 
recording, TV, and 
film industry. His 
exposure and love 
of music started at 

a very young age when he dreamed 
of being a recording engineer. He 
followed those dreams working 
for Oracle and Apple. In 2008, he 
founded and still owns WebAttract, 
a digital marketing agency. In 2018, 
he joined the Renaissance Society as 
a seminar leader. This has enabled 
him to follow his musical passions 
by creating popular seminar lecture 
series and celebrating music.

This 90-minute multimedia seminar 
celebrates how vocal groups use 
close vocal harmony across multiple 
musical genres: The Big Band Era; 
Jazz, Pop & Vocalese; Rock & Doo 
Wop; The California Sound; Folk & 
Folk Rock; and Gospel, Soul and 
Motown. Prerequisites, just a love 
of music & how these vocal groups 
blended their voices to create 
unforgettable harmonies.

 What is Happening  
in Iran Today?
Thursday, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
2 Classes - March 16 & 23

Keith St. Clair is 
a political science 
professor at GRCC. 
he holds his MA in 
political science 
and BA in Sociology 
from Illinois State 

University. Keith is a popular 
instructor at OLLI.
The recent unrest in Iran seems 
to be building against all odds. 
Iran is no stranger to revolution, 
as it has repeatedly attempted 
to re-imagine itself in the face of 
oppression. Professor Keith St. 
Clair will discuss the magnificent 
history and complex culture of Iran 
in order to understand the current 
political dynamics.

COURSES CONT.
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FRIDAY
History with Dr. Richard Bell 
ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes -  
February 3 and March 3 & 31

Richard Bell, Ph.D. is 
a professor of history 
at the University of 
Maryland. He has 
won more than a 
dozen teaching 
awards, including the 

Regents Faculty Award for Excellence 
in Teaching. He serves as a trustee of 
the Maryland Historical Society and 
as a fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society. He is the author of the award 
winning book, Stolen.
February 3 - Valley Forge Winter 
and the Man Who Made It Count: 
The hard winter of 1777, when the 
Continental Army was camped at 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, was 
a turning point in the American 
Revolution, the moment when 
new drills and regimental 
regulations finally turned a 
ragtag collection of ill-supplied 
and often embittered enlistees 
into a more disciplined and 
professional fighting force capable 
of winning a war. This program 
tells this important story from the 
perspective of Baron Friedrich von 
Steuben, the Prussian immigrant 
with the unusual home life whom 
Washington tasked with achieving 
that critical transformation. 
March 3 - 1783 Treaty of Paris: 
America’s Future on the Brink: 
Signed in 1783, the Treaty of Paris 
was the formal agreement that 
ended the War for Independence 
and created the United States of 
America. University of Maryland 
historian Richard Bell argues that 
the Treaty of Paris was a triumph 
for US diplomacy that reset 
relations with Britain and set a 
new border with Spanish North 
America. Notably, however, the 
treaty also damaged the 

US-French alliance irreparably and 
left Natives, loyalists, and fugitives 
from American slavery to fend for 
themselves.
March 31 - Stolen: Join us for a talk 
with Dr. Richard Bell, the author of 
Stolen, a new book that tells the 
incredible story of five boys whose 
courage forever changed the fight 
against slavery in America. Their 
ordeal shines a glaring spotlight 
on the Reverse Underground 
Railroad, a black-market network of 
human traffickers who stole away 
thousands of legally free African 
Americans to fuel slavery’s rapid 
expansion in the decades before 
the Civil War. 

The Ton, or London’s High 
Society, in the Regency Era:  
A Business of Pleasure ZOOM!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - February 10

Dr. Julie Taddeo, 
University of 
Maryland British 
History professor, 
will peer beneath 
the fantasy 
perpetuated by 

romance novels and TV series like 
“Bridgerton” to closely examine 
the larger social and political 
world of the men and women who 
lived “in the fashionable mode” 
and whose lives were tightly 
circumscribed by rules, gossip, 
and fear of scandal. The London 
“Season” (1811-1820) - from the 
end of January, when Parliament 
reopened - until July, brought 
members of the titled peerage into 
the city to conduct government. 
Meanwhile, their wives held balls 
and parties to network. Known as 
the “Ton,” they comprised a few 
hundred wealthy families whose 
strict codes of conduct, fashion, 
and social customs dictated who 
and what was socially acceptable. 
They were the celebrities of the 
early 19th century, engaged in 
what was described as “a business 
of pleasure.” 

Tales from the Bench 
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - February 17

Judge Sara 
Smolenski was 
elected to the 
bench in 1990 and 
appointed by the 
Michigan Supreme 
Court as Chief 

Judge of the 63rd District Court in 
1996. Judge Smolenski is as witty 
as she is wise so it is in her nature 
to tell stories that are entertaining. 
She will bring to OLLI scholars not 
only classic stories from the Bench, 
but also new hilarious ones.

Grand Rapids and the 
Supreme Court: Annual 
Supreme Court Update
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class - February 24

Devin Schindler, 
J.D. is a 
distinguished 
professor emeritus 
at Western Michigan 
University-Cooley 
Law School. He has 

argued 3 times in the Michigan 
Supreme Court and litigated 
numerous constitutional issues at 
all levels of state and federal courts. 
Professor Schindler is a frequent 
legal commentator whose remarks 
have appeared in Time Magazine, 
The New Your Times and many 
other media outlets.
Supreme Court Cases arising out 
of the West Michigan area have 
had a profound impact on our 
national jurisprudence. In this 
interactive session, Prof. Schindler 
will discuss the numerous cases 
that arose from disputes in West 
Michigan that made their way to 
the Supreme Court. In addition, 
Prof. Schindler will review the big 
cases from this year’s Supreme 
Court term. 
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COURSES CONT.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

J. VanderPloeg -  
Ghosts in the Grooves  
9:30

P. VanderPloeg - 
Architectural Treasures 
Old FLA  
1:30

H. Luttikhuizen - 
Mediterranean Art  
1:30

R. Bell -  
Valley Forge Winter  
ZOOM 9:30

F. Johnson- 
Underwhelming 
Presidents Series - 
Donnelly 9:30

G. Rumohr -  
Writing Workshop 
9:30

M. Patterson -  
American Democracy  
9:30

J. VanderPloeg -  
Ghosts in the Grooves  
9:30

P. VanderPloeg - 
Architectural Treasures 
Old FLA  
1:30

D.Ryden -  
Elections ZOOM 9:30

C. Cook - African American 
History on the Grand 9:30

H. Luttikhuizen - 
Mediterranean Art 1:30 

J. Taddeo -  
Regency Elites  
ZOOM 9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
ZOOM 9:30

G. Rumohr -  
Writing Workshop 
9:30

M. Patterson -  
American Democracy  
9:30

P. Visner -  
Love Potions  
1:30

J. Taddeo -  
Victoria’s Secrets  
ZOOM 9:30

D. Hebert -  
Return to Ordinary 
1:30

D.Ryden - Elections  
ZOOM 9:30

Trip to Detroit Institute 
of Art with Henry 
Luttikhuizen 
9:30-4:30

S. Smolenski -  
Tales from the Bench  
9:30

F. Johnson Series - 
Donnelly 
9:30

M. Daley -  
GR Furniture Capital 
1:30

M. Lombardo -  
All About Birds 
9:30

P. Visner -  
Growing Herbs  
1:30

J. Taddeo -  
Victoria’s Secrets  
ZOOM 9:30

D. Hebert -  
Return to Ordinary 
1:30

D. Schindler -  
GR and the Supreme Court  
9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
ZOOM 9:30

T. Bahl -  
Criminal Brains  
1:30

M. Lombardo -  
All About Birds 
9:30
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Roll Out the Red Carpet with Ian!
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
3 Classes - March 3, 19 & 17

Join Ian MacNeil, 
an OLLI favorite 
and new director 
of Hope College’s 
Lifelong learning 
program, HASP, 
as he rolls out the 

red carpet for his annual Academy 
Awards presentation.Grab some 
popcorn, cast your ballots, and 
join the discussion of this year’s 
Academy Award nominees. Ian 
predicts who will win, who should 
win, and who should have been 
nominated as the newest films 
from perennial favorites Steven 
Spielberg (The Fablemans), Martin 

McDonagh (The Banshees of 
Inisheer), James Cameron (Avatar: 
The Way of Water), and Damien 
Chazelle (Babylon), compete for 
the film industry’s most coveted 
accolades against the deafening 
voices of Sarah Polley (Women 
Talking), Gina Prince-Bythewood 
(The Woman King), Chinonye 
Chukwu (Till), and Maria Schrader 
(She Said).

Blues Odyssey 
Friday,  
9:30-11:00 a.m.
1 Class -  
March 24

Join presenters, Randy Brown 
( accomplished Michigan blues 
musician, singer/songwriter), 
supported by John Weber (blues 
enthusiast, amateur guitarist, 
and academic), and guest 
appearance by Jimmy Stagger 
as they trace their blues journeys 
from the British invasion back to 
its deep American roots using 
video and audio clips, as well as 
live performance. Their stories 
and song selections may include 
examples from Cream, The Allman 
Brothers, Bukka White, Mississippi 
John Hurt, Blind Boy Fuller, Blind 
Wille McTell, Big Bill Broonzy, 
Scrapper Blackwell, Robert 
Johnson, Blind Blake, as well as 
others. This will be an amazing 
musical experience!
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POSTMASTER
PLEASE DELIVER
JANUARY 18-23, 2023

Classes Begin
February 01, 2023

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

S. Kenyon - Drawing  
11:45

E. Nordman -  
Economics of  
Climate Change  
1:30

D. Kampfschulte -  
I’m Dying to Talk to You 
9:30

M.Agron - Perfect Vocal 
Harmony Groups  
ZOOM 1:30

R. Bell -  
1783 Treaty of Paris 
ZOOM 9:30

I.MacNeil -  
Roll Out the Carpet  
with Ian!  
9:30

F. Johnson Series- 
Donnelly 
9:30

T. Bahl - Criminal Brains 
1:30

J. Stevens -  
American Tradegy 
9:30

B. Willey - Spirituality  
ZOOM 1:30

H. Dudley- Declaration  
of Independence  
ZOOM 9:30

S. Kenyon - Drawing 11:45

E. Nordman - 
Economics of 
Climate Change 1:30

C. Cook -  
Rad American Women A-Z 
9:30

A.Horvitz - Jack London 
11:30

I.MacNeil -  
Roll Out the Carpet 
with Ian!  
9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
ZOOM 9:30

J. Stevens -  
American Tradegy 
9:30

B. Willey - Spirituality  
ZOOM 1:30

H. Dudley- Declaration  
of Independence  
ZOOM 9:30

S. Kenyon - Drawing 11:45

V. VanHeest -  
Lakewood Farm + Zoo  
9:30

A.Horvitz - Jack London 
11:30

K. St. Clair -  
Iran Update 1:30

Ian MacNeil -  
OLLI’s 8th Annual  
Oscar Party  
9:30

F. Johnson Series - 
Donnelly 
9:30

M. Daley -  
Grand Army  
of the Republic 
1:30

C. Mason -  
Manuel de Sumaya’s 
Works  
9:30

P. Withrow -  
Welfare to Warden 
1:30

C. Rudie -  
Understanding the 
Russian Icon 
ZOOM 9:30

S. Kenyon - Drawing 11:45

D. Evans -  
The Opium Poppy 1:30

A.Horvitz -  
Jack London 
11:30

K. St. Clair -  
Iran Update  
1:30

J. Weber -  
Blues Odessey  
9:30

F. Johnson Series -  
ZOOM 9:30

D. Weinandy -  
My Next Presentation!  
9:30

B. David -  
America’s 1st Ladies 
1:30

C. Rudie -  
Understanding the 
Russian Icon 
ZOOM 9:30

D. Evans -  
The Opium Poppy 
1:30

A.Horvitz -  
Jack London 
11:30

R. Bell -  
Stolen  
ZOOM 9:30
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